
• Naw News 


JOIN US ON OUR WEBSITE: www.navynews.co.uk may 2000 ci.oo 


aJMSEl U^J 

I jiOSi^A 


4 




/Our two-part 
extra starts 


S.X 

V 


>a k 

J* V » 


*'♦.># * JlL^St ■ 

^ll^Sf 


Gibraltar 
sets a 
rocky 
test tor 
Ocean's 
Marines 

page 16 


27 


page 


TAKE USONTRUL 

CAUTO^H 




WITH MORE women serving in Britain's Armed Forces than 
ever before, in proportion to men, the Ministry of Defence is 
to introduce a ‘try it and see' system with the aim of attract¬ 
ing yet more female recruits. 

Taster Days with the Services will he 
offered as part of a cross-Govcrnmcnt 
initiative aimed at providing work 
experience for young women in a range 
of jobs. 

Announcing MODs part in the plan. 
Armed Forces Minister John Spcllar said 
very few organisations could match the 
Ministry's recruitment of one woman in 
every five management posts. 

And there are rum jIitkM 17.01*1 unmen in 
ihc Armed Forces - 3.386 of them in the Navy - 
accounting for eight per cent of the trained 
strength ol 20K.(**I. More are on the way. with 13 
per cent of all new recruits being women. 72U of 
them for the RN. 

Mi Spcllar said: “Career opportunities for 
women in the Armed Forces and MOD are many 
and varied. These Taster Days w ill show the excit¬ 
ing opportunities that are available. 

"We promote the brightest and best regardless 
of gender, and women arc now reaching the most 
senior ranks - Army brigadiers. Navy com¬ 
modores and RAF air commodores." 

Women can occupy up to 73 per cent of posts 
in the Navy, and MOD is undertaking a funda¬ 
mental. long-term review ot remaining exclu¬ 
sions In the Navy these include service in sub¬ 
marines and as Royal Marines Ctwnniantfcis. 

A spokesman at the Ministry of Defence said 
faster Days were likely to be field at weekends. 
More details of the Services arrangements would 
be announced at a later date. 


19 ports on 
grand tour 

NINETEEN ports around the 
British Isles will be visited by 
ships of the Meet the Navy' task 
group between May 27 and July 2. 

Vessels of the 24-ship deployment, 
led by the carrier HMS invincible, will 
call at : 

Chatham and London on May 27-29; 
Hull. Newcastle and Leith on June 3-4; 
Rothesay. Greenock and Barrow-in- 
Furness on June 17-18; Faslane. 
Glasgow and Ayr on June 18; 
Liverpool. Birkenhead and Northern 
Ireland on June 24-25; Royal Portbury 
on July 1; and Swansea. Cardiff. 
^Newport and Avonmoulh on July 1-2. 
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nrR long Three commended for their courage, stamina and teamwork 


service 
medal to 
be ended 

A JOINT Service decision has 
spelled the end of the Royal 
Meet Reserve Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal. 

It had Keen awarded to ratings 
for 15 years combined active and 
reverse service. As there is no 
comparable medal in the other 
Armed Services, the Joint Service 
Review of Honours and Awards 
Committee recommended that it 
should he discontinued from April 

I this scar 

However, ratings who left the 
Naw before April I can claim the 
medal after 15 years combined 
regular and KFK service, and 
those already in the RIR will be 
eligible until April I. 2005. 

Anyone wIk> believes thev arc 
entitled to the RFR LS \ GC 
Medal should apply with details to 
The Registrar. Royal Fleet 
Reverse, Room 20R4, Centurion 
Building. Grange Ko.ul. Gosport. 
Hants POI39XA. 

Three warships 
back Tall Ships 

TWO Royal Navy ships supported 
the start of the Tall Ships 2000 


Festival. 

Wliile the sailii 


: ships were at 



Award for divers 
in fireworks 
bomb emergency 


• Commended in triplicate - front to back, LS(D)s Sid 
Lawrence, Gareth Butfrey and Dave Audley. 


THREE Navy divers have been hon¬ 
oured for their professionalism and 
bravery in dealing with a World War II 
bomb whose discovery threatened 
the success of the National Fireworks 
Championships at Plymouth. 

The three, from the Dcvonpnrt-based 
Southern Diving Unit 1. have been presented 
with C-in-C Fleet’s commendations by 
Commodore Mincwarfarc, Commodore Barry 
(Wdnii. 

They are LS(D)s Sid Liwrcncc. Gareth Buffrcv 
and Dave Audley. The awards were in recognition of 
the considerable risk to which they cxpi*scd them¬ 
selves. as well as the courage, stamina and remark¬ 
able teamwork they- demonstrated throughout the 
dangerous mission in August 1998. 

The badly damaged German 250kg bomb was 
unearthed by a mechanical digger al the former 
RAF seaplane base at Mount Batten. The site was 
evacuated and the fireworks championships due to 
lake place near there that night had to be postponed. 


Under the leadership of ('PO(l» Ollic llolroyd. 
the team carefully moved the h»>mh across the site to 
a jetty slipway at the water's edge before attaching 
an inflatable, remotely operated mine lifting hag. 
ready for a tidal lift the following morning. 

Once the bomb was afloat it was towed half a mile 
out to sea and lowered to the seabed where LS 
Audley dived to attach an explosive charge. 

Kedrins to a safe distance, the team detonated the 
bomb with spectacular results - and the fireworks 
competition went ahead that evening. 




ing si 

Southampton, tne Type 42 
destroyer IIMS Glasgow was open 
to visitors there, as was the city's 
University RN Unit vessel. IlMS 
Bluer. 

On April lh Hla/cr took the 
Lord Mayor ol Southampton out 
to the Glasgow which had 
anchored off Cowes for the ships' 
departure for Plymouth 

Glasgows sister-ship. It MS 
Cavdifl. had been due to start the 
Tall Ships Race from Plymouth on 
April IK. but that plan had to he 
cancelled when had weather 
delayed the event for 24 hours. 

War museum 
for Scotland 

SCOTLAND now hits a National 

Edinburgh Castle by Ihe Princess 
Roval on April 17. 

formerly the Scottish United 
Services Museum, it was cli>scd for 
two years for redevelopment. It 
now ftas sis new galleries housing a 
collection which explores the 
Scottish experience of war and 
military service over the past 401) 
years. 

Sultan tribute 

IIMS SULTAN ratings plan a 
tenth anniversary ceremony in 
tribute to four sailors from the 
establishment who died in a road 
accident on May IS, 1990. 

The finir were LMEMs David 
Keene and James McDadc and 
MliMs Malcolm McDougal and 
James Mi>rin. 

Family members of LMLM 
Keene will attend the ceremony at 
a memorial to the four, sited at the 
Mechanics Training Group. Guest 
of honour will he Cliff Shorter, a 
former Sultan training officer who 
had the idea for ihe memorial 


Wham-bam, thank-you lads! 


ONE OF the most dangerous 
mines used by Germany in 
World War II threw up this col¬ 
umn of water 300ft high when it 
was detonated by Navy divers 
a mile off Berry Head near 
Brixham. 

The GC Influence mine, contain¬ 
ing the equivalent ol 2.0001b of 


TNT. was dealt with by a team from 
Plymouth-based Southern Diving 
Unit 1 - LI Cdr Mike Leaney. WO(D) 
Spike Hughes, and Divers Darren 
Jones and Nigel Froude. 

The mine had been brought to 
the surface in the nets of the fish¬ 
ing vessel Barbican Maid When 
the diving team arrivad that 


evening, the monster was lowered 
gently to the seabed 

The next morning the mine was 
dived on by LI Cdr Leaney end 
Dtvers Jones and Froude to pre¬ 
pare it for a controlled explosion 
The resulting tower of water that 
rose could be seen - end the thud 
left - by onlookers st Berry Head 





Course fees offer mod defends its 
to Service people pay out over 

harassment claim 


DETAILS have now been 
announced of how Serv ice peo¬ 
ple can claim up to HO per cent 
of fees paid to civilian organi¬ 
sations for certain personal 
development courses. 

The money - up to a maximum 
of £175 a vear - ean he recouped 
under the Forces' Standard Learn¬ 
ing Credit Scheme announced 
under the Strategic Defence 
Review's ’Polio lor People'. 

As part of the Learning Forces 
initiative, the scheme aims to 
encourage and help personnel to 
inWMl m their own lifelong le.irmne 
to improve their personal knowl- 
edge and skills, to enhance career 
prospects, and improve their job 
opportunities in civilian tile. 

\ new Joint Service DcfOKC 
Council Instruction - No. 4800 - 
gives guidance to Service people 
on what kind of courses would 
make them eligible for financial 
help, and h<vw to claim. 


Thcv arc advised to consider 
carefully the relevance of the 
courac. their ability to cope with 
the pressures of study, the risk of 
disruption through the demands of 
Service life, and the flexibility of 
the study method. 

Partial refund of fees can be 


claimed lor certain external cours¬ 
es including those at colkrges of 
further education and similar insti¬ 
tutions. open learning courses, 
individual tuition from recognised 
learning providers. NVOv Open 
University Courses, distance learn¬ 
ing and resettlement preparation. 


Sutherland takes a shine to London 


Shipboard fires 
fall to new low 


FIRES on board the Navy’s 
ships dropped to a new low 
last year. There were 69 
incidents, only eight of 
which needed more than 
first-aid, compared with 84 
in 1998, 12 of which 

required more than first-aid. 

The ligures compare with 94 
fires in 1995. 88 in 1996 and 90 
in 1997. 

The biggest causes of fires 
were electrical (21), human 


error (13) and mechanical (12). 
Most of the fires - 37 - were in 
machinery spaces. 

However, there were more 
floods on board ships than in 
the previous year - 21 com¬ 
pared with 16 in 1998, a year in 
which the number of such inci¬ 
dents was particularly low. In 
1997 there were 17 Hoods, 22 in 
1996 and 25 in 1997. 

More details are published in 
Royal Navy Defence Council 
Instruction 3600 



• With Tower Bridge astern, HMS Sutherland adds to the lightii 
preserved cruiser HMS Belfast during a visit to the capital by the 


THE MINISTRY of Defence h.is defended its decision to settle 
out of court a claim in respect of harassment brought by a former 
Wren whose alleged haravser. a male rating, was cleared by a 
court martial. 

Press reports w hich criticised the 
settlement quoted the amount paid 
to Ihe ex-NVren as £304X1) - a fig¬ 
ure which tv noi being confirmed 
by MOD. who say that the termsot 
tile compromise agreement were 
confidential 

Answering the criticism, a 
spokesman pointed out that 
the Employment Tribunal 
claim was against the 
Ministry for allegedly not 
preventing the ex-Wren's 
harassment. 

lie also said that the claim relat¬ 
ed to sexual discrimination, where¬ 
as the male rating was charged 
under the Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997, 

The settlement was reached on 
the basis of legal advice from coun¬ 
sel who applied the "balance of 
protmbilitv * test to the evidence, as 
a Tribunal would have done. At the 
court martial the prosecution had 
to prove its ease beyond a reason¬ 
able doubt. 

Driver safety 

DRIVERS of camouflaged Ser¬ 
vice vehicles of four tons and over 
are to wear high-visihility vests 
because their clothing makes them 
difficult to see when at the road¬ 
side. That is especially so when 
they arc wearing disruptive pat¬ 
tern material Details are iHih 
lishcd in Joint Service Defence 
Council Instruction 39/00. 


fng effect as she ties alongside the 

'Typer-" 


’ 23 frigate. 
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La petite piece 
de plastique 


(Au superbe nouveau Naah de HMS Invmctbte. £ Portsmouth) 

Regardez cegi. Jacques - c est la nouvelle charge carte 
pour le MOO! 

Quest ce que c est. then Jack? Je ne comprends pas ’ 

Oh. cest une bonne id6e, Jacques - cest com me le 
Barclaycard 

‘J en ai une aussi. Jack' 1 

Oui. Jacques - c est de la meme entreprise Avec cette 
petite piece de plastique. nous pouvons acheter tous les art» 
des necessaires. tout de suite, avec pas de paperwork, 
quand nous sommes en notre grand tour around le monde' 

Quel type d artides. Jack?* 

Emptoyez votre imagination. Jacques - les essentielles. 
naturellement' Le vin. la biere. le nutty, les restaurant bills 
pour forgin (entente cordiale 1 Cette petite pi^ce de plastique 
Jacques, elle ouvnt un whole nouveau honzon de possibii 
itesr 

Magmfique! Et tout le monde a sa charge carte person 
elle?’ 

Er. non - pas tout le monde .. * 

Mats vous en avez une. Jack Pourquoi? 

*J’6tais au grand launch parti a Chester et j’ai nicked la 
carte de John Spellar, I'Armed Forces Mintstre. quand il n*6- 
tait pas looking. 

Non I Mats ce Monsieur Spellar. il n est pas un dot. II sen 
lira bientdt un rat. je crots - et puis nous sommes dans le 
bouillon 1 ' 

Bien sur. Jacques 1 So il taut que nous aliens tr6s vite 
avant de reaching la limite de credit!' 

Mmm - je ne suis pas tr£s heureux. Jack. Je n ai pas d ex¬ 
perience avec le spending en cette scale!* 

D’accord - je teldphonerai ma Mum et ma soeur Jackie - 
elles sont les specialties avec les cartes de credit .. 


Illustrations par 


Wall-to-wall 
smiles from 
China's CNS 

CLEARLY enjoying himself on a fact-finding visit to 
Oevonpori. Chief of the Chinese Naval Staff Vice 
Admiral Shi Yunsheng was shown around the 
nuclear-powered submarine HMS Tireless, shortly 
before her departure on the round-the-world 
deployment Naval Task Group 2000 (see also page 
4). 

Accompanied by the C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir 
Nigel Essenhigh, he then embarked in the carrier 
HMS Invincible for passage to Portsmouth. 

• Left: Vice Admiral Shi tries a 20mm gun for 
size on board HMS Invincible. Above: met at the 
Ministry of Defence, Whitehall by the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Clean up 
continues 
for Wyllie 


WII I I AM Wyllie’* matt famous 
work, (he 30ft Trafalgar Panorama 
at the Royal Naval Museum which 
he completed in his With year, has 
been restored as the centre piece 
of the new Trafalgar Story exhibi¬ 
tion there. 

Wyllie. a maritime artist of 
international renown and a key 
figure in the campaign to save 
Nelson s flagship HMS Victory for 
th. n.iiton, died in 1^1 

Now his grave at St Marys 
Church. Portchestcr Castle, has 
also been restored, thanks to funds 
from his two grand-daughters, the 
Society of Nautical Research. 
Hampshire County Council and 
the 1805 Club. 

An inscription to his daughter 
Aiken, who helped him paint his 
masterpiece, has also been added. 

I>ast month a ceremony to mark 
the completion of the restoration 
was led ny the Vicar of St Marys, 
the Rev Michael Cooper. 

Among thiise attending was Mr 
(iordon Idling, who as a member 
of the Sea Scouts founded by 
Wyllie at Portsmouth accompa¬ 
nied his coffin when the Scouts 
MM ii hum Portsmouth to 
Portchcstct m the battkship HMS 
Nelsons cutter. 

La Rue de 
Rodney 

THE VILLAGE of Villcncuvc- 
Ics-Bc/iers in France wants to 
name a street after |j Rodney 
Maurice Rodgers, a RN pilot of 
800 Squadron attached to IIMS 
hmpcmr who was kilkd there on 
August 22, l<M4 during Operation 
Dragoon. 

The villagers w ish to a intact any 
close relatives of Lt Rodgers who 
will he invited to the naming cere¬ 
mony. Wntc to John Gurnctt at 
Hurley Lodge Cottage. Purlcy 
Village. Pangbournc. Reading 
RG8 8AT. 

Concert dates 

Illl ROYAL Marines School of 
Music presents two major concerts 
at the Guildhall, Portsmouth this 
summer - with the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra on June 14 
at 7_*0p.m. and an Open Day spec- 
tacular with prim giving and 
Beating Retreat on August 3. Tel 
02392 824355 for tickets 


Charge card may halve costs in time and money 


MOD moves 
towards 
smarter 
shopping 

EUROPE’S biggest logistics organisation - budget over £4.5 billion and employ¬ 
ing 43 f 000 people - was launched by Armed Forces Minister John Spellar last 
month. 


Covering everything from 
missiles to mail delivery, the 
new Defence I 
Organisation aims to deliver 
major improvements in the 
way the Armed Forces arc sup¬ 
ported and allow extra money 
in U spent on front line equip 

Said Mr Spellar at the opening 
ol the new headquarters in Bath: 
“D*gistics might not sound very 
exciting to the man or woman in 
I he st reel, hut H is at the heart of 

military effectiveness. It»the busi- 
new Of getting the Armed Forces 
to where they need to operate and 
sustaining them while they arc 
there. 

"The DLO’s mission will be to 
deliver a more efficient service 
more cheaply It will he aggressive¬ 
ly searching for new and imagina¬ 
tive ways of delivering support to 
the front line, ranging from part¬ 
nership with industry to the intro¬ 
duction of one of the largest c- 
commcrcc systems in (government. 

“It will ensure that our forces 
are supplied with their equipment 


quicker, cheaper and better." 

Mr Spellar had earlier launched 
a new (nwemment Procurement 

CM (OK i ft■ the MOD 

charge card set to revolutionise the 
way the Armed Forces buy millions 
of pounds worth of goods and sup¬ 
plies 

AI the Defence Aviation Repair 
Agency Sc aland in Chester, he 
became one of the first people to 
use it, by ordering a computer 
component for a test facility at the 

afta 

The order was among the 
first of millions in a new sys¬ 
tem that will transform the 
way small purchases are 
made at unit level. Quicker 
processing times and a 
faster procurement cycle 
may result in time and cost 
savings of up to 50 per cent. 

“Pcopk will no longer have to 
fill in hundreds of purchase forms, 
sign things in triplicate and wait for 
weeks for their order to turn up. 

"This charge card will allow peo¬ 
ple to order goods and services 
from kxally approved suppliers, as 


and when they need them. It will 
allow individual buyers to look 
a rood for the best product, best 
price and the quickest delivery 
time 

“There arc some £600 million 
worth a year of routine purchases 
in the MOD. A significant propor¬ 
tion of this figure wiH now be 
bought with the GPC “ 

Supplied by company 
Barclaycard. a division of Barclays 
Bank, the GPC' will be uvd 
throughout the MOD and the 
Armed Forces to buy low value 
goods and services such as spares, 
accommodation stores, took ser¬ 
vices and training support. 

It looks and works m the same 
way as a normal hank charge card. 
Each one will have a specified 
spending limit depending on the 
individual users normal aticipatcd 
purchasing requirements. 

Individual purchasers will be 
abk to use any supplier to make 
purchases by telephone, fax, e-mail 
or in person. 


• See ‘Stinks’*, page 18. 
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^lendid 
chance 
to shout 
sweet 
nothings 


MARITIME wargames off 
the coast of Scotland may 
not seem fertile ground for 
a brief encounter between 
lovers, but the Royal Navy 
has never shied away from 
breaking down barriers. 

With the completion of an 
arduous Joint Maritime 
Course (JMC). HMS Splendid 
surfaced close to HMS 
Grafton - allowing a brief, if 
distant, rendezvous for LI 
Mary Rider. Correspondence 
Officer in the frigate, and sub¬ 
mariner Lt Richard Tanner. 

As Grafton took station on 
Splendid's starboard beam, 
the happy couple sighted 
each other and, according to 
Navy Hews source in the 
frigate, frantic handkerchief- 
waving ensued, along with 
unashamed cries of I love 
you between the smitten cou¬ 
ple 

There was. however, said to 
be disappointment on board 
that Mary couldn't muster a 
tear for the occasion. 

The romantic interlude 
occurred within the Minches 
on a crisp, sunny morning - a 
welcome relief from the dark 
clouds and typically inclement 
North Atlantic weather of the 
preceding days. 

Grafton was the only major 
RN warship involved in the 
first JMC of the millennium, 
exercised alongside units 
from the Netherlands. 
Germany. Spain and Belgium. 

The Type 23 frigate proved 
her vertical launch Sea Wolf 
system with a rousing hit dur¬ 
ing her live firing, and carried 
out further weapons training 
with her 4.5in gun and 30mm 
machine guns - all good 
preparation for her forthcom¬ 
ing spell of sea training. 


Double date for Tireless 


TASK group submarine HMS Tireless has 
welcomed high-level international visitors 
on hoard in the run-up to her global deploy¬ 
ment. 

The Trafalgar-clav* submarine, based at 
Dcvonport, hosted Rear Admiral Marcantoni 
Trcvisam. Chief of the Submarine Department of 
ihe Italian Navy General Staff - cmetlttaUy the 
Italian equivalent of the RN\ Flag OfTiccr 
Submarine*. 

The admiral was a guest of the Second 


Submarine Squadron, and took the opportunity 
to ace how the boat wa* preparing for ncr seven- 
month deployment with Naval Tfcsk Group 2000. 

A week later the submarine welcomed Vice 
Admiral Shi Yunshcng, the Onncsc Chief of 
Naval Staff, who was undertaking a visit spon¬ 
sored by the department of his British counter¬ 
part. First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. 

• Taking a good took Rear Admiral 
Marcantoni Trevlsani of the Italian Navy on 
the search periscope of HMS Tireless 



Submariners enjoy 



island break 


• Winding down HMS Turbulent heads for port In 
Sardinia after conducting anthsubmanne warfare 
exercises. 

• Family boat: CPO Nobby Clarke (on left) with son 
OM Cohen Clarke on the bridge of HMS Turbulent. 


SUBMARINERS from HMS liir- 
hulcnt took a break from a hectic schcd- 
uk of anti-submarine warfare (ASW) 
exercises in the Mediterranean to enjoy 
KMM IM and relaxation in Sardinia. 

The boat put in at the US Navy port 
of l^i Madclcna for a five-day visit, 
which gave all 12(1 members of the ctcw 
the chance to stretch their kgs ashore. 

Turbulent was md by a US Navy 
depot ship on her arrival and was 
escorted into the port with the assis¬ 
tance o( an American pilot at the slari 
of a standard operational stand-down. 
■ two of HMS lurhuUnts OM will 
have more r cast hi than m«»M to rcmcm- 
ber this latest deployment as a father 


and son both set sail in the submarine 
when she left Dcvonport Naval Base 
earlier this year. 

C FO OPS SSM(S) Nobby Clarke and 
his st hi OM SSM(S) Cohen Clarke h»Hh 
ended up in the same boat when the IK- 
ycar-olJ was drafted on loan to 
Turbulent from IIMSTircksv 

Nobby joined the Navy in IV76 and 
transferred to the submarine service in 
1V7V. and Cohen (olkiwed his examnk 
by signing up in IWK and joining rm 
first submarine this year. 

The dia». from Plymouth, arc due 
hack when HMS Turbuknl completes 
her current deployment and returns to 
IX’vunport in Inc middle of May 


Triumph 
returns 
from Gulf 
mission 

HUNTER-killcr submarine 
HMS Triumph has returned to 
Dcvonport after a successful 
tr.lining mission to the ( mil 
The Trafalgar-class nuclear sub¬ 
marine left the West Counlrv in 
January to link up with the I IMS 
Illustrious task group (see below) 
on a routine deployment to the 
Middle Fast 

Triumph, which Iasi year 
became the second Royal Navy 
submarine to he fitted with the 
Tomahawk cruise missik system, 
was involved in a series of joint 
exercises with the United States 
and Gulf state navies. 

The submarine, which 
carries a crew of 115, also 
made several port visits, 
including Bahrain and 
Dubai. 

During her deployment, the 
Trafalgar-class boat travclkd mine 
than I&S00 nautical miles, and her 
CICIV haxc eaten their « 

424kg of bacon. *J.3hl) sausages. 
14.001) eggs. 3.000kg of potatoes. 
I.40l&g of beans and 702kg of 
tomatoes. 

After being reunited with their 
families, the crew look Mime well- 
earned kavc while the submarine 
undergoes a period of maintc- 
oases m i fraporl 

She is due to head hack out on 

K atrnl later in the vcai. 

I HMS Superb in AUTEC - p20 

Astute berths 
contract agreed 

A CONTRACT for the first stage 
ol a £30 million project providing 
new submarine berthing tacililies 
at taslanc has been awarded to 
AMEC Group. 

The project, to he completed in 
2UM. will see the refurbishment of 
existing berths and the construc¬ 
tion of new facilities for the 
Astute-class submarines. 

i attract is pan *»t ou. 

Building Down Barriers initiative, 
which aims to save money and 
time in construction projects. 


Frigate faces the world 


GLOBAL task group flagship 
HMS Cornwall is completing 
preparations for her seven- 
month deployment 

The ship’s company of the Type 
22 frigate hove endured six weeks 
of gruelling training under Flag 
Officer Sea Training staff at 
Dcvonport 

One of the key elements was the 
visit to the accident-prone village 
of Bull Point, where a disaster 


relief exercise ensures Cornwall's 
sailors arc capable of dealing with 
a wide range of probkms 
The ship - which achieved a 
Very Satisfactory rating - b now 
undergoing a maintenance period 
in her home pint of Dcvonport to 
prepare her weapons systems, 
machinery and sensor* for the 
rmind-the-world trip kading Naval 
I troop which will sec 

her visit more than a dozen coun¬ 
tries. 
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Lusty welco 
in Valetta 


IF THE ship's company 
of carrier HMS Illust¬ 
rious thought their Gulf 
deployment wa9 busy, 
they hardly knew what 
hlf them when they 
reached Malta. 

The ship paid a cour¬ 
tesy visit to Haifa in Israel 
and Valetta, capital of 
Malta. after passing 
throuah the Suez Canal. 

And with memories 
rekindled of an earlier 
Illustrious, which played a 
key role in defending the 
island durina the siege of 
Malta in the war, the 
sailors were overwhelmed 
by the scale of the wel¬ 
come. 

More than 7,000 people, 
many ex-pats. went 
aboard the carrier during 
two days of ship open to 
visitors, and the 
Commanding Officer, 
Capt Mark Stanhope, was 
invited to lay a wreath 
during the annual George 
Cross Anniversary 

Service. 

CPOPTI Derek Norden 
organised a hectic sports 
programme, with RN 
teams prevailing in most 
fixtures. Diving, yachting, 
fencing and climbing 
were also available 


Almost 200 members of 
the ship's company vol¬ 
unteered for a range of 
community tasks, includ¬ 
ing tidying a cemetery. 

The ship now moves on 
to the major NATO exer¬ 
cise Linked Seas, to be 
staged over two weeks in 
the Atlantic and Bay of 
Biscay. 

• Naval support: PO Ade 
Lighttoot reads his Navy 
News in the Dead Sea, 
accompanied by LOM 
Tom Bowler, WWTR 
Kirsty and LMA Maggie 
Ward (at rear). 


RFA returns 

ROYAL Fleet Auxiliary 
supply ship Fori George 
rejoined the Illustrious 
task group after moving 
more than 500 tonnes of 
emergency supplies, 
including food, water, fuel 
and tents, during the 
Mozambique floods. 

The ship, with five Sea 
Kings of 820 Naval Air 
Squadron, spent nearly 
two weeks on humanitari¬ 
an duty off West Africa. 

■ Engine change - p12 

■ Defence Secretary - p19 


• Wet jet: Harrier 


night deck 
mtatriou a. 
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AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 43 


BATTLE 

HONOURS 


Cruiser 
lost her 
bows in 
air attack 


Helgoland 14 

Mediterranean.1940 

Calabria.1940 

•Mia Convoys.1940 

Arclic --—-1940 


• Blunted - the wrecked bows of cruiser HMS Liverpool stter an 
Itslian air attack in 1940. 


T ill Ki arc seven prede¬ 
cessors to the current 
HMS I iverpooi, one of 
which never made it into ser¬ 
vice. 

The first, a 681-ton 40-gun ves¬ 
sel, was launched in July 1/4|. and 
\crscd off tlic cuast of Spain and in 
the MetHemmcaa befcec being 
%okl in September, 1756. 

Early I /58 saw the launch of the 
second Liverpool, and in the 20 
sears before she was wrecked off 
Long Island in North America she 
served in the Channel the North 
Sea. Newfoundland and the 
Mediterranean. 

The third of the name was a 
Blackball ship carrying 50 guns, 
which appeared in 1814 hut was 
sold eight years later at Bombay. 

Live (pool number four was 
ordered in mid-1825. but can¬ 
celled before the end of the 
decade, so the next ship to see ser¬ 
vice was a wooden steam frigate, 
launched in October 1860. and 
sold 15 years later. 

The sixth Liverpool, a 
second-class cruiser of 
4.800 tons, won the first of 
the name s Battle Honours. 

She wrrved with the Home Fleet 
from 1910 to 1914. earning an hon¬ 
our at Heligoland Bight, and saw 
out the war in the Adriatic. 

The destroyer s immediate pre¬ 
decessor was a 9.41 h Mon cruiser, 
completed a year before (he out¬ 
break of w.u 

In June 1940 she and her 
squadron conducted a long-range 
action with three large Italian 
destroyers off Greece, sinking one 
However, much of the rest of 
the war was spent under repair as 
the ship was twice seriously dam¬ 
aged bv air attacks - her bows 
were blown ott in October 1940 
and. shortly after returning from 
the United States, she was holed 
on the starboard side 

She was finally broken up in 
1958. 


T HE TYPE 42 destroy¬ 
er is still the Royal 
Navy’s primal) air 
defence platform, more 
than 2U years after the first 
of the class entered service. 

HMS Liverpool was the last 
of the Batch 2 destroyers - 
built at Cammcll Laird in 
Birkenhead, she entered ser¬ 
vice just before a tranche of 
rmklificalions was made to the 
clast as a result of lessons 
learned in the Falklands War. 

She was. however, the first Navy 
warship to he built under a revolu¬ 
tionary new. faster process, in 
which the hull was built in sections 
and heavy machinery and equip¬ 
ment filled while still under cover. 

The separate elements were 
then assembled, and the ship 
launched conventionally in 
September 1980. 

Her air-defence systems centre 
on the tried and tested Sea Dart 
missile system, designed to provide 
area defence for a group of ships. 

In such cases. Liverpool would 
act as a forward picket, standing 
guard in case of air attack against 


the rest of the task group 

The twin-barrel missile launcher 
can also be used against surface 
tarectv 

Liverpool also has a 4.5-in gun. 
which can again be used against air 
t>r surface targets, but is also effec¬ 
tive in shore bombardment. 

Close range defence is prosided 
by a number of smaller-calibre 
guns and the Yukon Phalanx sys¬ 
tem. 

Destroyers can also perform 
anti-submarine duties. 

Using her active sonar system. 
Liverpool can kxratc the subma¬ 
rine. then send up her Lynx heli¬ 
copter to attack the target with 
homing torpedoes. 

The Lynx can also deliver 
Hamoon anti ship missiles. 

■ Liverpool goes home - page 8 


Hawker Sea Fury 


BEING FIRST and last are among the 
Hawker Sea Fury’s distinctions - the first 
British Naval aircraft in regular service to 
have power-folding wings, and the last 
piston-engined fighter to serve in the 
Fleet Air Arm’s front-line squadrons. 

Hawker's Hurricane designer Sydney Camm 
led the team behind the Fury, developed as a 
result of the Allied shock af encountering 
superior Japanese fighters such as the 
Mitsubishi A6M Zero in 1941-42. The Fury was 
a smaller and lighter version of the Hawker 
Tempest - which in the closing years of the 
war became the scourge of Hitler s panzers. 

Near the end of the war jets had appeared, 
and the production order for the RAF s Fury 
was cancelled. However, the Royal Navy went 
ahead with a carrier-borne version, the Sea 
Fury. The first of 100 production aircraft flew in 
1946 and the type entered service with 807 
Naval Air Squadron in 1948 

It eventually equipped five other Fleet Air 
Arm front-line squadrons - 801-805 inclusive, 
an RAN squadron and two Canadian 
squadrons. 

With a fop speed of 460mph. good handling 
qualities and an armament which included 
four 20mm cannons, and rockets or bombs. 


the Sea Fury proved a devastating and versa¬ 
tile weapon throughout the Korean War in 
1950-53. It Hew from four carriers - HM ships 
Ocean. Theseus and Glory as well as HMAS 
Sydney. 

Although used primarily in the ground- 
attack role, the Sea Fury is probably best 
remembered as the first British piston-engined 
aircraft to shoot down a Communist jet - a 
MiG-15 - in the Korean War. 

The pilot. Lt Peter Carmichael was given the 
credit, though he modestly attributed his feat 
to the inexperience ot the MiG pitot and the 
help of the other members of his Might. 

But it was already the age of the jet fighter, 
and in the year the Korean War ended. Sea 
Furies began to be replaced in front-line ser¬ 
vice by Hawker Sea Hawks. 

There was still a place for them, however * 
In the RNVR. and from 1951 they began to 
equip six Reserve squadrons, replacing age¬ 
ing Seafires They continued in that role until 
1957 when the RNVR air divisions were dis¬ 
banded. 

The Sea Fury FB II was powered by a Bristol 
Centaurus 18 engine producing 2,480hp. 
Loaded weight was 12.5001b and it could carry 
a payload ol 12 601b rockets or two 1,0001b 
bombs beneath the wings. 


• The Hawker Sea Fury - a versatile and 
effective weapon in the Korean War. 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Type 42 destroyer 
Pennant number: 092 
Builder: Cammed Laird. Birkenhead 
Launched: September 25 1960 
Commissioned: July 1. 1982 
Displacement: 4.100 tonnes 
Length: 125 metres 
Beam: 14.3 metres 
Draught: 5 6 metres 
Speed: In excess of 28 knots 
Complement: 240 
Main machinery: Two Roms Royce 
Olympus gas turbines, two Rolls 
Royce Tyne gas turbines, two shafts, 
controiabie pitch propellers 
Weapons: BAe Sea Dart surface to 
air missiles: Vickers Mk 8 4.5-m 
gun; Vulcan Phalanx. 20mm close 
range guns 

Sensors: Marconi'Signaal Type 
1022 air search. Plessey Type 996 
air/surtace search Kelvin Hughes 
Type 1007 and Racal Decca Type 
1008 navigation two Marconi Type 
909 fire control, hull-mounted sonar 
Aircraft: Lynx helicopter 


Ship born on 
the Mersey 
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Postcards 



1 year’s Subscription 

ONLY £10.50 

£12.50 Surface Mail Abroad 


The featured ship for May is 

HMS LIVERPOOL 

A Type 42 Destroyer 


To receive a postcard size picture of her and of the next eleven featured ships, 
simply send your order with your cheque/PO to the address below. Each month you 
will receive a glossy photograph helping you to build a comprehensive and interesting 

collection. 

Pictures can also be purchased individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) 
incl. p&p. Over 500 black and white photographs to choose from. Send for free list. 

Orders To The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Called to 
account 


WE believe we gel a food 
allowance of £1.80 per man per 
day. prisoner* gel £2. n) and guard 
dogs al Easlaac £3 per dog per day. 
Surely this can’t he true, as how do 
KN chefs deliver such nutritious, 
tasty and well presented meals day 
after day? - Junior Rates Mess. 
HMS Endurance 

I AM sure that the subject of 
hosiery allowance has been 
addressed in your letters column 
before, however I would like to 
know how the MOD agreed to the 
sum of £1.18 being reasonable (o 
cover the cost of hosiery for a 
month. 

I appreciate that most of the 
females now wear trousers, 
however I am serving at a shore 
base where we are still wearing 
skirls and to date the cheapest pair 
of stockings I have found costs 
99p. which once snagged on a 
filing cabinet or even with general 
wear and tear, definitely docs not 
last a whole month. 

Ptrhaps a system where, upon 
production of receipts an averaged 
amount is re imbursed to those 
who are Mill required to wear 
lights or stockings as part of their 
daily rig? 

As well as being out of pocket, 
black hosiery items are 
increasingly difficult to find in the 
shops as generally only evening 
wear ones arc available in black, at 
an average cost of £3 per pair! - 
An out- of- pocket LWWTR 

One-eyed 

Royals 

ARTICLE 1207 of my 1906 Cony 
of King’s Regulations states: “No 
Marine shall he discharged for the 
km of the left eye only, but the 
loss of the right eye is to he 
considered as rendering him 
absolutely unfit for service. 

Presumably this was because he 
used his right eye to sight hts rifle. 
One wonders if dm same rule 
applies today? - P. Seaborn, 
nptrec. Essex. 

This one stumped HORM. I’m 
afraid - but someone out there 
must know - Ed 


New discipline 
for teaching 
leadership 


IN RESPONSE to correspondence about Icadcrsh 


and personnel management in 
surprised and pleased to see how 
modem and relevant the training and development in these skills has now become. 


recent editions, I think that Mr Davison would he botfi 


The Navy has re emphasised 
I fie need to provide high- 
quality management compet¬ 
encies matched with 
leadership skills honed under 
stress and that these should be 
provided at all stages of 
officers* and ratings* careers. 

Accordingly. HMS Excellent, in 
the form of the Royal Naval 
School of Leadership and 
Management, leads other naval 
schools and colleges in providing 
such training and guiding 
development of competencies and 
skills. 

The standard mirrors the very 
best provided by other Services as 
well as by industry at home and 
abroad. This training in now 
integrated with professional 
training and dcvckipment and. in 
the case of Leading Rata* and 
Petty Officers’ Leadership 
Courses, will he a requirement (or 
promotion. 

The new Personal Development 
Record will give every Naval 
person the opportunity to compile 
and present evidence of all tfscir 
training and development to 
future employers or examining and 
accreditation bodies Were Mr 
Davison to undertake a Petty 
Officers’ Leadership Course today 
he would complete a modern 
leadership and management 
course that is consistent with a set 
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of national compcntcnctcv 
approved by the Govcrnmciii MM 
Management Charier Initiative) 

Additionally, assuming he 
passed, he would he awarded a 
certificate of underpinning 
knowledge which can nc set 
towards obtaining a highly 
respected National Vocational 
Qualification Level 4 m 
Operational Management 

I am particularly grateful to WO 
Neill for pointing out that the 
practices we teach arc much more 
sophisticated than the use of 
simple Naval discipline (although 
that always remains available). 
People arc working very hard at 
present, resources arc tight and 
ships’ programmes busy and there 
arc a lot of major changes being 
handled by everyone. It is even 
important! then, that we 
teach our people the basks of 
ecxid leadership and management 
based, exactly as WO Neill says, on 
the needs of'the individual and of 
the Service - Cdr T. J. A. 
Forster, RNSLM. HMS Excellent 

Under new 
flags? 

ON THE back page of your March 
issue you have a photograph of 
HMS Kent arriving at Portsmouth 
from lhe Clyde and she was 
wearing what appears to he the 
Blue Ensign of the Royal Reel 
Auxiliary. * 

How come? I have always 
understood that Hast etiquette 
demands than an HM ship wears 
the Red Ensign whilst in the hands 
of the builders until such time as 
she is accepted into the Service - 
Lt Cdr J. E. Tucker, Bruham. 
Devon 


IB 


David and 
Goliath tale 
of Pigmy 

THE ROYAL Navy of Victoria and Edward VI ft reigns had an 
unshakcahlc belief in its ability to do anything, anywhere, 
anyhow, at anv time, the accuracy of this belief was amply 
demonstarted by the crew of HMS Pigmy during the Boxer 
Rebellion. 


WHAT is the defaced Blue Ensign 
flown by HMS Kent and why" 
Aho, can you explain how 
former Royal Yacht HMY 
Britannia currently Hies one with a 
queen’s crown atop a George 
Cross in the lower fly? Michael 
J. Kaye, Hcadinglcy, Ixxdv 

As we noted in our August 
1999 edition, HMS Kent, then 
pictured successfulty completing 
her contractor s sea trials. was 
doma so for the last time under 
the Red Ensign 

A recent change in regulations 
now requires new ships to ffy the 
Blue Ensign while on trials 

As to the HMY Britannia 
question, we asked Cdr Bruce 
MchoOs - The Flag Man - to 
pronounce on that one He says 
the blue ensign with a crown and 
cross worn by the former Royal 
Yacht is the ensign of the Royal 
Forth Yacht Club and that the 
cross is the Maltese Cross and 
not a St George Cross Other 
flags currently flown by the yacht 
are the Union Jacks at the Bow 
and Mainmast, the Cross of St 
Andrew at the foremast and the 
ships own flag at the mizzen - 
this is a crest of Britannia 
designed by the vessel s current 
owners - Ed 


In September it was decided to 
occupy the Chinese forst at 
Slianhaikuan. The gunboat 
Pigmy’s largest cun was a 4in and 
her uuthiwiscd ship s company was 
73. Reaching Snanhaikuan on 
September 30 Col Powell o! the 1st 
Gurkhas. Sir Walter Hilliard, a 
political officer and the captain of 
the Pigmy. Lt Green went ashore 
to meet the Chinese general 
commanding - who promptly 
surrendered the forts and the 
railway station to them 

A lieutenant and IS men (mm 
the Pigmy supplied the occupation 
force. This gasc the railway station 
a garrison of one officer and six 
HM Mil two bluejacket^ to 
each of the six forts, one of which 
held 40 guns! 

The comedy had only just 
started, however. A Russian 
column arriving overland was 
politely refused admission. Pigmy, 
leaving the lieutenant and his liny 
g ar rison id Jci\ tbc RnaiMi 

steamed like lull to Liku tm 
further instructions By the time 
she got i , • airs mg an 
additional 50 men. the situation 
had developed even further 
because the Russian cruiser Rurik. 
with a ship's company of afaKNt 
K00 had arrived and landed a 
party, who were also politely 
refused admission. 

It was not until some hours 
later, with the arrival of the 
Commander-in-chief and the 
international fleet, that the Pigmy 
garrison stood down and the 
railway station and the forts were 
garrisoned by the different 
national it iev 

The Boxer Rebellion was the 
swan song of the Naval Brigades, 
hut what a record they had. My 
own records cover at least 3/ 
separate campaigns between 1837 
and 1901 - no wonder the matck)t 
of the day was known to the British 
public as ‘ the Handyman'*. - R. F. 
tggieton, Weymouth. Dorset 

I KNEW nothing about the Boxer 
Rebellion of 19(a) and the Royal 
Navy’s part in it until I started'to 
read the March supplement As I 
read about the places involved and 
that a mixed force including a 
parly under Cdr Cradock from 
HMS Alaenty was there. I became 
amazed at a huge coincidence. 

I n 1946 f was a stores 
accountant on board the sloop 
HMS Alacrity based at Hong 
Kong. We were sent to Taku in 
Northern China when the 
Communists were just starting to 
cause trouble. 


Shore leave was announced and 
pari of the ship s company went by 
train to Tientsin under an armed 

{ juard I Jon i think any of them 
i.iJ thoughts of history’ repeating 
itself and the track being ripped up 
in front and behind them, as 
happened in 1900. 

Later we called in at Amoy and 
nearly created our own riot 
Morning shore leave was granted 
and all went well until one rating 
got into an argument with a local 
lad selling goods from a tray strung 
round his neck. 

The result was tlm tm iray got 
upturned and a crowd soon 

K thcrcd. All ratings were ordered 
ck to the ship, an armed guard 
was placed on the jetty to keep 
hack hundreds of shouting 
Chinese. 

We were ordered to sail at one 
hour’s notice and I think one or 
two ratings were left behind and 
had to be flown toa o ii 

k i Albert Goddard < h.qvi 
cn-lcFnth. High Peak. 


Coaling 
ship, by 
Coish 


ON SEEING the photo¬ 
graph of the coaling 
squad at HMS Ganges 
(February issue) I was 
prompted to send in this 
postcard sketch by H. 
Coish, a well-known 
water colourist In the 
Portsmouth area who, I 
believe, was a painter in 
HM Dockyard between 
about 1880 and 1912.-C 
Moore Cottingham, Hull 

I WAS on board HMS 
Foulness in 1956. She 
was a coal burning ex¬ 
trawler minesweeper laid 
up In Rosyth dockyard 
The Admiralty decided to 
send her to Singapore to 
be converted to oil fuel 
and tank cleaning vessel. 
All the ports we stopped 
at, we coaled ship. In 
Luanda the coal was 
breeze blocks of cinder, 
and ironically each one 
had a crown stamped on 
It - made in Cardiff too. all 
130 tons of it. - B Fisher 
Peterborough 


Letters to the Editor 
should always be 
accompanied by the 
correspondent s name 
and address , not nec¬ 
essarily for publication, 
email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information 
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Broadside views widen 


Not the 
Carolines 



Changing patterns 


I ENJOYED the article on ships badges and enclose 
copies of some earty Naval letterheads I found In an old 
Victorian scrapbook -SC Mills. Redruth. Cornwall. 

Note the differences between the earlier. unofficial badges 
tor HMS Archer and HMS Northumberland and the approved 
embd patterns that followed after 1919. as used by the pre¬ 
sent-day units bearing those names - Ed 


CONTROVERSY continues to rage over the photograph of HMS Vanguard firing her main 
armament which we carried In September last year and dated 1956. Mr William G Barnes, from 
Telford, who served in the battleship in 1947-49 says it was taken during trials in the North 
Sea in 1946 - and encloses another splendid view of the occasion (above). 

Mr G L. B Pitt, of Old Harlow. Essex, says It dates from her period in the Mediterranean 
during the following year and Sid Baker of Dldcot. Oxon says it was off Cape Wrath, late June 
or earty July 1954 ( We fired an eight-gun broadside I was standing behind B Turret and it 
was an awesome sight. 46 years on I can still recall the way it shook the ship'*) 

A Tremlett of Pontypool said it happened when the ship was working up to King Georg# 
VI s tour in her and Capt F. Parham ordered a broadside ( Eight smoking barrels, lots of dirty 
bits out of fan trunking, many broken light fittings, lots of broken glass, busted stud welding 
around barbettes, royal and Admiral's quarters made messy"). Brian Forbes, of Alverstoke, 
Hants, who was on Vanguard s bridge at the time, has checked his journal and Is “pretty cer¬ 
tain*' the actual date was May 16,1949 - but the ongoing debate confirmed my original belief 
that the original photos were impressive enough to remain in circulation, gradually becom¬ 
ing decoupled from the date and occasion of the actual firing." 


Cheers an’ 
God bless 

DURING Ouccn Elizabeth's reign 
the tubs used for mixing and dis¬ 
pensing the tots were inscribed 
"The Queen God Bless Her". Will 
someone with a long and accurate 
memory tell me if during the reigns 
of George VI or George V they 
said “God Save The King" or "The 
King God Bless Him". - W. 
Alexander, Edinburgh. 

The answer is probably both. 
Nelsons Blood', the definitive 
history of Naval rum by Capt 
James Pack, recently re pub 
hshed by the Royal Naval 
Museum, carries a picture of the 
grog issue on board HMS Topaze 
during the reign of Edward Vtl 
which clearly shows the tub 
msenbed 'The King God Bless 
Him'. "God Bless The Kina “ how¬ 
ever. is shown aboard HMS Glory 
during the same period. As so 
often, in earlier years, it appears 
there was no overall conformity. - 
Ed 

IN THE Millennium Special in 
your January issue there is a pho¬ 
tograph of (IMS Terrible in Hong 
Kong harbour in 1900 at the time 


Nuisance 

valued 


REGARDING tha fires 
which recently caused hor¬ 
rific damage in the Cape - 
especially around 

Simonstown - your readers 
may like to know that tha 
grava of tha famous 
wartime Great Dana, AB 
Just Nuisance, was miracu¬ 
lously unscathed while all 
around was burnt down. 

Aa my pictura, taken on a 
recent holiday thare. 
shows, It la kapt in Immacu¬ 
late condition by the South 
African Navy. - E. Ripley. 
Wolverhampton. 


of the Boxer Rebellion. Along its 
side, sailors suspended on (invisi¬ 
ble) netting form the worth “God 
Save The Kina". 

This must nave been the ship* 
party piece. 1 have a more or less 
identical photograph of IIMS 
Terrible taken. \o my father told 
me. at a Spithcad Review, possibly 
m 1902 

My father may have been one of 
the suspended sailors. He served 
on the Terrible's commission to 
China in 1899 from where the ship 
went to South Africa to help with 
the Naval Brigade in the Boer Wfcr. 

Mrs F. E. Saunders, Salisbury. 
Wilts. 

Ironical 

smile 

I WAS a proud member of the 
Royal Naval Supply A Transport 
Service from its inception in 1965 
right through to its demise in the 
mid 9(h. We were responsible for 
the total logistic support of the 
Royal Navy and the running and 
management of the RFA Fleet. 

One of the RNSTS responsibili¬ 
ties was the victualling of the 


Fleet, a task 
'civil servants 


proudly pci 
ints' lor 


-formed by 
centuries. 


Samuel Pcpvs being a notable 
contributor! 

The dismantling of the RNSTS 
began hy giving this task to Naafi. 
Eventually the task was dumped 
on the private sector* - and rum 
imagine my ironical smile as I read 
in the April edition that a new in- 
house organisation called the 
Defence Catering Group has been 
set up to do the task that we in the 
RNSTS, and before, had so suc¬ 
cessfully been doing to the satis¬ 
faction of the Fleet for hundreds 
of vears. - Peter Yemen, 
Corsham. Wilts 

Flank 

speed 

REGARDING “Flank speed'. I 
contacted a group of Chiefs from 
all over the world on the Internet. 
The answer that came back from 
a. is similar 

thought: “To make an end run' or 
steam around the flank (end of) an 
enemy meant having to cover extra 
distance. Since time was usually 
.plains uould almost 
always cover this distance in the 
possible time, hence 'flank 
speed Bob Davidson, 

Malvern, Worcs. 



REFERENCE the letter from J. 
(farmer (April issue) can you 
please put trie record straight I 
was a LAF(E) serving in IIMS 
Naharon on the island of Buna, 27 
miles from Manus base in the 
Admiralty Islands, not the 
Carolines as stated. The Carolines 
arc some 8U0 miles north of 

Mum 

Ponam was the most forward 
and northcrnmmt Fleet Air Arm 
base in the Pacific War and was 
just a tiny .urstiip one and-a-hatf 
miles by a quarter of a mile. - H. J. 
Bannister. Ashford. Kent 


SOME years ago I purchased in an antiques supermar¬ 
ket what I believed to be a ship's badge. It Is In brass, 
about three-quarters of an inch thick, surmounted by the 
Naval crown, with “rope" frame and a bottom scroll bear¬ 
ing the Incised letters Strtkehard'. The centrepiece is of 
the ocean with the tall of a typhoon in the background, 
three bolts of lightning coming out of the clouds. I have 
tried all the sources I know, but no-one seems to have 
any knowledge of “Strlkehard". - Jack Hodgkinson, 
Reading. Berks 

We find no record of ~Stnkehard~ in any of our references 
The badge of HMS Striker, a World War II escort earner, fea 
tured a bolt of lightning against a plain black background - Ed 
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Merlin 
deliveries 
reach half 
way mark 


DELIVERIES of the 
Royal Navy’s newest air¬ 
craft have reached the half¬ 
way mark with the handing 
over of the twenty second 
Merlin helicopter. 

RN22 was handed over to 
the Defence PriHrurcitient 
Agency hv Prime Contractor 
Lockheed Martin at a 
ceremony at GKN Westland’s 
Yeovil site. 

The latest aireraft is one of 
several assigned to 824 Naval 
Air Squadron which will com¬ 
mission at RNASCuldrose on 
June 2. 

The squadron will he 
responsible for all aspects of 
aircrew and maintatner train¬ 
ing for the Merlin. 

A total of 44 Merlins have 
been ordered and the aircraft 
ii due to enter front-line ser¬ 
vice next year. 

... as yet 
another 
milestone 
is passed 

THE MERLIN has passed 
another milestone with the 
completion of a three-week 
detachment to RFA Argus. 

Iu,i drenH from Ihc 
Intensive Fly in a Trials Unit 
7UDM embarked in the ship 
and docked-up more than Mu 
hours. 

With the assistance from the 
RFAAreus team the pilots 
were able to develop standard 
operating procedures for 
Merlin embarked operations. 

I the tnst Roval Naval 
detachment of Merlin 
aviation-capable ship. 

The Squadron, which has a 
new commanding nttkcr with 
the arrival ot It ( dr Paul 
CrudaingMn. fctt luitlur 
detachments planned in 
Denmark. Norway and 
Scotland. □ Merlin In the 
Bahamas - centre pages 


www.navynewsxo.uk 


Jools will jazz-up Wings and Strings 


JOOLS HOLLAND and Sir George 
Martin should help tO ensure soaring 
ticket sales for a unique event at Royal 
Naval Air Station Yeovilton in June. 

The jazz musician and cx-Bcatlc* 
Manager arc topping the hill at Wings & 
Strings, two evenings of music, flying dis¬ 
plays and fireworks at the Somerset estab¬ 
lishment on June 23 and 24. 

Jools and his Rhythm and Blues 
OlCbtstra will entertain Ihc crowd wMl .m 
informal evening i>f jazz while they enjoy fly¬ 
ing displays hv a range of modern aircraft 
i k i id:ng the latest So Harriers. 

And on the Saturday the fifth Bcatlc Sir 
George Martin will join forces with his old 
Irlend Ron Goodwin tor a performance with 
the Foundation Philharmonic Orchestra. 
While thev work through Beatles classics 
and Ron (joodwin's wartime favourites the 


Wings & Strings 

spectators will be dazzled by a display from 
historic aircraft including the Royal Navy 
Swordfish. 

And special arrangements of 633 
Squadron. Where Eagles Dare. The Battle 
Of Britain and Livr and Let Die will ring 
through a purpose-built arena to make for 
an unforgettable performance. 

The outdoor show was a huge success 
when it was first staged at Yeovilton last year 
and more than 10.000 spectators arc 
expected at this year’s events which will 
both be brought to a spectacular conclusion 


with a grand dtsplav of fireworks set to music 
performed by the foundation Philharmonic. 

Visitors will be able to bring their own pic¬ 
nics or choose from a selection of retail out¬ 
lets. and corporate hospitality will be avail¬ 
able by prior arrangement on both nights. 

11|tetl arc already on sale and there is a 
discount for people buying them before May 
I. Special cnikl and family deals are abo 
available. 

.Ml the proceeds or W ings & Stnncs 2000 
will go towards the Royal Navy Historic 
Flight. For more details, call the ticket hot¬ 
line on 0870 442 0862. For corporate 
enquiries call 01985 K448I1 and for fax 
bookings you should use 01985 844638. 

Information is ako available on the web¬ 
site www.ycoviltort.ora.uk and you can con¬ 
tact the event office by e-mail on 
winged ycovilton.org.uk 



Air Day set for July 


Y EOVILTON International Air 
Day on Saturday July IS will 
be even more spectacular 
this year as the base is 
celebrating its Diamond Jubilee. 

The establishment was first commis¬ 
sioned as HMS Heron in 1940 and the 
hugely popular air show will pay tribute to 
the Royal Navy aircraft and aircrew who 
have flown from Yeovilton and helped to 
shape Britain’s history ever since. 



• AIR DAY: The spectacular show takes 
place at RNAS Yeovilton on July 15. 


Modem aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm such as 
the Sea Harrier. Sea King and Lynx helicopter 
will put on a dazzling display alongside historic 
aircraft which have served the Roval Navy in 
decades gone by. 

And they will be joined in the 
Somerset skies by flying display teams 
and dozens of other military and 
classic aircraft from all over the world. 

Sky divers will add to the fun and on the 
ground, hundreds of other aircraft will be on 
static display as well as military vehicles, a fun 
fair, trade exhibits. Service displays. Careers 
information stands and computer attractions. 

Helicopter flights can be purchased to view 
the event from the air and ticket holders will 
ril0 pCI .i 2l» per cent discount on the crir.iiuc 
fee to the Fleet Air Arm Museum Gales open 


at Mam (parking is free) and the day ends at 
hpm with an awesome airborne assault staged 
by Royal Marines and the Commando 
Helicopter Force. 

Advance tickets are already on sale at £10 for 
adults. £5 for children and OAPx (children 
under five are admitted free) and family tickets 
(two adults, two children) arc on sale at £30. 

After July 10 adults, children and OAPs wilt 
all be charged £1 extra and the cost of a family 
ticket goes up to £40. so it’s worth calling the 
Credit Card Ticket Line early on 01935 455 
958. Lines are open from Monday to Friday 
from 9am to 4.30pm. 

For further information vou can write to The 
Air Day Office. RNAS Yeovilton, llchester, 
Somerset IAS fifl) e-mail 
airdayfd freeuk.com or visit the event website 
www.airday.frccuk.com 



• SEA HARRIERS: Visitors to Air Day 2000 will be shown the amazing versatility of the 
aircraft by some of the Royal Navy 's top pilots. 


Lynx crew 
boosts the 
'entente 
cordiar 

HMS NORFOLK’S Lynx 
Flight furthered the 
entente cordial’ with a 
three-week deployment 
to a French frigate. 

Although RN heli¬ 
copters have spent up to 
three days In French ves¬ 
sels before. It wee the first 
time that a full integration 
of a flight had been 
attempted. 

The two aircrew of 207 
Flight’s Lynx, call sign 
Navy 361, brushed-up 
their schoolboy French 
with an intensive course at 
Dartmouth and flew from 
Yeovilton to the French 
naval air station Lanveoc 
in Brittany. 

And in the meantime 
their seven maintained 
moved the Flight’s equip¬ 
ment and spares across 
the channel to the George 
Leyguee-claee French 
frigate Primauguet. 

Despite major differ¬ 
ences in the role and oper¬ 
ation of the French and 
British Lynx the Flight was 
warmly welcomed and 
soma strong friendships 
were formed. 

The evolution could well 
lead to a French Lynx 
embarking In a Royal Navy 
warship or possibly an 
even longer RN deploy¬ 
ment with the French 
Navy. 



• HMS LIVERPOOL: Visitors (above) on the ship while she was 
alongside In Albert Dock (right), phasm laiphov Brsobury sfpu 


LIVERPOOL EXERCISES HER FREEDOM 


HMS LIVERPOOL returned to her 
namesake city for the first time in two 
years when she berthed in Albert 
Dock for a six-day visit. 

The ship was due to visit Liverpool last 
year but was sent to the Adriatic at short 
notice when trouble flared in Kosovo. 

As the ship neared Liverpool she sent 
her helicopter ahead to bring the City’s 
Lord Mayor. Cllr Joe Devaney. and other 
civic dignitaries on board for the voyage 
up the Mersey. 

When the ship arrived she was met by a 
team of sailors who had run a relay from 


Portsmouth to raise cash for the Liverpool- 
based charity KINO (Kids in Need and 
Distress.) 

During the visit 40 of the ship’s compa¬ 
ny went to Anfield. home of Liverpool FC. 
and a further 30 toured the ground of 
Everton FC. 

The ship was open to visitors for three 
hours on the Saturday and Sunday of her 
visit and more than 2.500 people came on 
board to be given a guided tour. 

But the main event of the visit was the 
laylng-up of the ship s ensign in Liverpool 
Cathedral followed by a march to exercise 


their right to the Freedom of the City, led 
by the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal 
Marines Scotland. 

And afterwards the entire ship's compa¬ 
ny was hosted to a reception in St 
George s Hall, as guests of the City 
Council. 

Before leaving, the ship made time to 
send her helicopter to visit local schools 
and a donation to KIND was made by the 
ship's welfare fund. The visit is likely to be 
the last by HMS Liverpool for another two 
years as she is going into a major refit at 
Rosyth in March 200i. 
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unsecured personal loans* 




Anyone aged 18 to 59 in full 
time employment, who has 
maintained their credit 
repayments is eligible to 
apply*. 

£100 - £2,000 for any purpose. 

With no application forms to 
fill in, our simple application 
process means the money 
is in your account in days. 


No early repayment penalties. 

microloans^ 

small loans big difference 


0800 

5424882 



A Owwtr of Conaofadrtad Franoan lid 

HiyiWd * * Wttn No 3430866 

RegtiMid Ccrm** C*t4« Lcsno Ho 451301 
Part of f» unpenjt ComoMn a Gtoup of 


Subject to status We reserve the right to decline an application Written quotations available on request 
For your secunty. calls may be recorded Loans only available to residents of England and Wales 

This advertisement replaces all previous advertising 
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NOWTOADVf*TIS£ «rtu your (£10 lor i^to tOwonH 

Ext) tori word £1 to • of IS wd») Send your cheque or PO 

pjyable to Nary Newt to fWnendt. Navy Newt HMS Neteorv 
Porttmouth POl JHH Repl*et to your bos number wdl be forwinied on 
dady. (Payment by credit tardftwitch please use coupon on pace 4 ). 

MOW TO REPLY Any person who writes to an advertiser mutt use a 
vamped envelope bearmf the advertisers bos number dearly m the bot¬ 
tom left hand corner The letter should then be enclosed si a second 
envelope and addressed as above We cannot guarantee that unstamped 
letters wiH be rejected 

you must be owr It to « 


Name: 


Address: 


Age: 


Tel. No.: 


HELEN 33 likes music, ctsnkmg 
seek* penpals 30+ for friendship. 

Box Max I 

LKIKNDI.Y, attractive twcdish- 
amcnean military nurse. wishes cor* 
r espi indent e with marines. 
Box Max 2 

TWO bubbly females w 1 1 m males 
2b-35 for fun/fricmlship ala 

Box Max 3 

MM.I I. female 43 likes gardening, 
cinema, seeks male penpals. 

Hnv M.»i 4 

II \l*l’Y. Incndly lady 30 seeks like 
minded sailor for penpal/laughs 
Im M.in I 

SINGLE female 51 G.S.O.H. 
I unloving seeks similar unattached 
male Box Mas 6 

TRACKY 26. slim g.vo.h seeking 
sailor, marine for friendship 
/retain viship Box Max 7 
KKMAl.K 28 likes reading, 
animals. music wlim male 
penpal/rxHalMmship. Box Max K 
SI /.ANNE 21 lall slim, likes pubs, 
sports, cinema, seeks sailors for 
friendship. Photo appreciated. 
Box Max 9 


NOTICE 

All advertisements suhmnietl lie entry 
into the Navy News Pent rend Column 
arr suhfreted in cops- jpprvna) 

Amy Newt reserx cs the right 
to make any amendments 
u hieh ii considers necessary 
or lo cdii copy which is m 
excess of the number of words 
paid for. 

Please note lie i an idle no rtspen i- 
ability far the nature nr untnc of 
the replies received. 

You must he over IS 
to advertise in this column. 


CATHERINE 37. single, sincere 
w.l.t.m sincere single serviceman. 
Photo appreciated, a l a 

Box May 10 

R.Y Widow #»|. 5T blonde hair. 
Wuc eyes, smoker, vgsoh. wlim sim- 
itar ex serviceman Photo appreciat¬ 
ed Box May II 

TWO tun-losing nurses 26/27, seek 
sincere serx icemen friendship, 
mmance Box Max 12 
ATTRACTIVE female, young 45. 
brunette, slim, outgoing, caring, 
seeks malc/femalc pcnlnends 42*50. 
Bee m..> IJ 

BKCKI 20. seeks handsome sailor. 
24-30 for Inendship/romancc photo 
appreciated Box Max 14 

l*RI I n . 

dark haired. w.l.t.m. serxiccman V> 

Boi M i' 15 

I.AI)Y 31. Linking tor male pen- 
lrtends, photos please, a. I-a. Box 

Mai 16 

PEN HU ENDS wanted by 
grandma* Young 50. divorced, 
friendly. happy cuddlvixh! 

Boa May 17 


PERSONAL 


mmot m ru in hie 

ROYAL NAVI OR 
ROVVI MARINIS IN KQRI \? 


I am seeking additional personal 
anevdoles from any ex-match4 or 
ex Koval Marine who served in ihe 
Korean War lor possible indusio* 
in a book about the conflict, 
telephone 1 44 <0» 1707 3940611 


PENPAL hi AG tor adults, choose 
yourself a new penlncnd from over 
5411 photos APPROVAL cops from 
MATCHMAKER. (AI0) Chorlev 
PR7 4BS. or ring 01147 4KOI55 
<24bours» 


Pr. PaiLa Richard* 


505 T3: 0x*. f a r 




w Private Dental Practice 
c Cosmetic & preventative dentistry 
c Dental implants 

C NHS TREATMENT FOR CHILDREN OF FAMI¬ 
LIES WHO REGISTER 

c New patients welcome 



JU 

a. 

17 Church Street, *» 


Ilchester, ykd* 
Somerset BA22 8LN 
•^1 Tel: (01935) 840784 ■ 
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CUMBER SETS HIS 
SIGHTS ON AFRICA 


N AVY diver Eamon Fullen set a world record last 
year by climbing the highest mountains in all 
47 European countries but his next adventure 
will be even more difficult and dangerous. 


The 33-year-old from the ice 
palrol ship HMS Endurance is 
planning lo tackle the highest 
peaks of every country in 
Africa. 

lie said: “There will he plcnt) of 
danger on the mountain* and the 
chances of success arc limited, 
then there’s always the preyed id 
catching some horrible African 
not coming hack at all! 

“Assuming that I live to sec it 
through it w ill take me two years to 

Navy and previous climbing world 
record will stand me m good stead, 
hut you have to remember that this 
has never even been attempted 
before." 

f ..tnxon has always been a high 
achiever and is no stranger lo 
adversity, lie was awarded the 
Queen** Gallantry Medal for sav¬ 
ing lives during the Herald of Free 
Enterprise disaster at A-chruggc 
and only took up climbing after a 
broken neck stopped him playing 
rugby in I99U 

During an attempt on Mount 
Everest in 1*196 he suffered a heart 
attack but fought his way back to 
fitness against all the odds to 
resume his helmed dixing career. 

As a dixer he has done just 
about every job the RN has to 
offer, from mine clearance in the 
Gulf to bomb disposal, underwater 


By Dominic Blake 


engineering and experimental pro¬ 
jects which took him lo an incrcdi- 
nle depth of 300m 

lie has also won the right to 
wear the coveted Green Beret of 
the Royal Marines by completing 
the gruelling All Arms Commando 
Course, he’s represented both 
Portsmouth and l/evonport in the 
Royal Navy Field Gun competition 
and is now on his second 
deployment to the Antarctic with 
HMS Endurance. 

After such an eventful career, 
Eamon’* decision to leave the 
Service next year to pursue his 
African dream was one of the 
hardest he has ever had to make. 

lie said: “I had hoped to take 
unpaid lease for this protect but 
unfortunately I was unable to. It 
was a big disappointment. Inn I 
won’t say anything bad about the 
Naxy. I dearly want to join up 
again when I*m finished and eet 
back tx» the dixing branch which I 
think is the best branch in the 
Navy.** 

In the meantime Eamon has 
been making the most of his last 
xoyage w ith I IMS Endurance. 

Near the British Antarctic 
Survev Base of Halley in Coats 
Land he braved water tempera- 



way through chunks ot ice In Antarctica after what is thought to 
be the most southerly dive in the world. He has climbed the high - 
est peaks in all 47 European countries and he's planning to 
spend the next two years conquering the highest peaks in Africa. 


turcs of minus 5 degrees for a dive 
in crvstal-elcar water under a xast 
ice shelf and The Guinness Book 
of Records is checking to see if the 
latitude of S77 06.8 makes this the 
most southcrlx dive ever. 


Grim task for Grimsby divers 


DIV'ERS from the minehuntcr HMS 
(irimshy faced a grim 
recovery task after a car plunged into 
Aberdeen Harbour. 

The Handown-claxs minehuntcr was 
alongside during her first visit to 
Aberdeen when the vehicle hit the water 
a few hundred yards away. 

Harbour authontics alerted HMS 
Grimsby immediately and divers AB(D) 
Rax Macphec and AB<D) Steve King 
were in the water within minutes. 

They were able to free the driver from 
his car and hnng him lo the surface hut 
paramedics waiting on the quayside were 
unaWc to resuscitate him. The divers 
returned to the water to search for other 
possible victim*and went on to assist with 
the operation to recover the vehicle itself. 

A witnesses said: “The car was 
travelling at quite a speed and then just 
went over the edge." 

Grampian Police identified the dead 
man as 65-year-old Ian Clark from 
Stevenson Court. Aberdeen, and said 
there were no suspicious circumstance* 



• DIVERS: HMS Grimsby s AB(D) Ray Macphce (left) and 
AB(D) Steve King, fhcmr* Suriscm fbtft* o ne a a pr a pn c um 


And on the way hack from the 
frozen waste* of Antarctica. HMS 
Endurance s planned visit to Cape 
Town in South Africa will gixe him 
the chance to relax - by diving with 
Great White sharks! 

Father and 
son sail in 
HMS Exeter 

FALKLANDS veteran Danny 
Daniel teamed up with his von 

i the List k 11 4 HMS 
Exeter’s voyage home from 
the Gulf. 

Danny was List in HMS Exeter 
in 1982 and he served in the ship 
throughout the South Atlantic 
conflict. 

This time he joined Exeter at 
Gibraltar and saw his win being 
confirmed in the rate of Marine 
Engineering Mechanic. First 
Class. 

Dannx said “HMS Exeter has 
always been a happx ship and it 
was a proud moment for me lo sec 
my son starting off a new career so 
well To be able to witness his con¬ 
firmation as an MEM First Class 
was a privilege." 


Prince visits RNAS Yeovilton 


PRINCE MICHAEL of Kent flew 
In to the RN Air Station at 
Yeovilton for a special briefing 
on the Royal Naval Reserve Air 
Branch. 

Prince Michael n an Honorary 
Commodore, RNR. and he met 
many members of the Air Branch 
during his visit. 

He was welcomed on his arrival 
by Flag Officer Naval Aviation 
(now Flag Officer Maritime 
Aviation) Rear Admiral lain 
Henderson and Commodore 
Richard Clapp. CO of RNAS 
Yeovifton. 

Highlights of the visit included a 
familiarisation flight in the new 
Merlin anti-submarine helicopter 
and a talk on the Sea Harrier by 
699 Squadron's Commanding 
Officer. LI Cdr David Mackay. 



With him are Yeovilton 


tnt prepares to board a Merlin helicopter during his visit to 
's XO Cdr Phil Hohhead and Lt Cdr Ian Allen RNR. Temporary 


Yeovilton. 
Equery 
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People in the News 



In brief 


THE TOP officer trainee 
at the RN Supply School 
Iasi \car w.is Sill mma 

Cotton. 

I mma. who is iww on the 
Matt of n.»u Officer Surface 
I lot ilia at mrtsmuuth. was 
awarded the He*letl Packard 
Sword (or achieving the best 
overall performance 

□ □ Q 

i Ml M Marti Ha h 

promotion Acting Petty 
Ofheer is a sign of the times. 

The KN rating was 
advanced by RAF Warrant 
Officer Mike Hancock with 
the approval of his Divisional 
Officer. Army officer Major 
Paul Bliss 

The uniquely TH-Servicc 
event took place at the Joint 
Service Signal Unit at RAF 

Digby, 

Q Q Q 

MEMBERS of the Royal 
Navy Rugby Union tackled a 
problem which was bothering 
a former RN squad player. 

Former CPO PTI Brian 
(•ood*in played for the Navy 
between I9f>( and l96Whui he 
had lost all the RN caps w hich 
were presented to him. 

AnoUbar i poPTI. 

Knocker White, hrought this 
unhappy state of affairs to the 
attention of the RNRU’s WO 
PT Bob Ptnfold and the pair 
of them decided to do some¬ 
thing about it 

After a subtle deception 
CPO Goodwin was lured to 
the Senior Kates Mess at 
Nelson where he was 
delighted to he presented 
with a replacement cap. 


Happy ending to 
a distinguished 
captain's career 


O NE OF the most 
distinguished 
RFA careers of 
recent times comes to a 
close in May with the 
retirement of Capt Phil 
Roberts. 

Capt Roberts joined the 
Royal Heel Auxiliary as a deck 
cadet in 1957 and worked his 
way up to the rank of Captain 
bj| 1979 when he took 
command of RFA Eddy firth. 

During the Falklands conflict in 
1982 Capt Roberts wav the com¬ 
manding: officer of LSL Sir 
Galahad when she was struck hv a 
initOlh bomb. 

He recalled: “It ricocheted off 
the water, passed through the 
ship s side, tore through four steel 
hulkhc.uK and came to rest in the 
battery charging room 60 feet from 
where 300 tonnes of ammo lay. 

"Fortunately it failed to cxpkidc 
- otherwise I wouldn't he here to 
tell the talc." But Sir Galahad's 
luck ran out on June 8 when she 
was anchored at Fitzroy with 350 
Welsh Guards and a Field 
Ambulance Company embarked. 



• RETIRING: RFA Captain Phil 
Roberts . DSO. 


Bombs from four kxw-flying 
Argentine aircraft found their 
mark causing massive devastation, 
intense fires and tragic kiss of life 
amongst the RFA crew and 1st 
Battalion of the Welsh Guards. 

A year after tlu- mg Capt 
Roberts wrote: "At 1815 the last of 
the wounded had been lifted off 
and I bundled my Chief Engineer 
into (he helo and then hooked 
nyaai oa 


“I was the last to leave the ship 
and it was a desperately sad 
moment A well-ordered, happy 
and disciplined ship one moment 
and a burning inferno the next 
and obviously at that time I did not 
know how many of mv officers and 
am had Iven killed CM ni|u:ed 
( apt Roberts was awarded the 
DSO after the campaign and 
happier times were to come in 
command of the new Sir Galahad 
and later with his last RFA 
command. Sir Ptrcivalc. 

Sir Pcrcivalc played a central 
role in the handover of Hong 
Kong to C hina in 1997 and she was 
the last ship to leave. 

She saikd with the Hong Kong 
Squadron to Manilla in the 
Philippines where the local agent 
Dolores turned .ml i>> be a vers 
special agent for ('apt Roberts. 

They were married after a whirl¬ 
wind romance and have two chil¬ 
dren. Patricia and Erica, and 
another on the way. 

So instead of a pipe and slippers 
(apt Roberts l\ looking forward to 
the hectic joys of parenthood and 
his colleagues in the Royal Navy 
and RFA wish him a long, happy 
and active retirement. 



Iron Duke calls in 
the Spice Squad 


CURRY FANS in HMS Iron Duke had their taste buds 
tickled by a whole ranee of traditional Indian food during a visit 
by the makers of a TV show called 'The Spice Squad'. 


Curry is now one of the most 
popular meals in Britain and 
the Mm beMad The Spice 
Squad is to bring Asian cuisine 
to unusual kications. 

The first location they chose to 
spice-up was the galkv in IIMS 
Iron Duke where they prepared 
Goan fish using a monkfish 
bought from Villiers Fish Market 
in Old Portsmouth. 

Amandip Uppcl and her co¬ 
presenter Jeff Mir/a shared the 


galley with Leading Chef Mark 
Billson on a Saturday when the 
ship was alongside at Portsmouth 
and the ships company were 
asked to give their verdict on spicy 
offerings throughout the day. 

And in return, the TV crew 
«OC Ml*) back the next il.ix |0 
sample a traditional Sunday roast 
with Yorkshire puddings. 

When the series is finished bier 
in the year The Spice Squad is 
expected to appear on cable or 
digital. 
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Gloucester’s quick change 

A 


TEAM of Royal Navy engineers were 
in the right place at the right time to 
help their colleagues from the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The team was carrying out a Rolls Royce Tyne 
engine change on Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Gloucester in the commercial docks in Dubai 
when a similar task was required on the UAE war¬ 
ship Al Emirat. 

Rolls Royce had been contracted to carry out 
the work - but the high degree of skill and spe¬ 
cialised tools were already close to hand with the 
Captain Fleet Maintenance (Portsmouth) team. 


After checking the legality and practicalities of 
a Navy team carrying out repayment’ work for a 
commercial company, and ensuring that Rolls 
Royce would accept liability for the work, the 
team was given the green light. 

The work was carried out on the ship, based 15 
miles away at Jebel Ali. and the ship s company 
of the former Dutch frioate watched closely a pro¬ 
cedure which they had not previously seen. 

The seven-man British team, led by Charge 
Chief Leo Goddard, completed their task in good 
time, and it is hoped that similar work could be 
undertaken in future, spare capacity within CFM 
permitting. 


• HMS GLOUCESTER: The ship is pictured on her way to 
the Red Sea after completing her GuN deployment. 

Historic photographs to be 
preserved by RN museum 

IIIE ROYAL Naval Museum in Portsmouth has taken 

possession «>t one of ihe country's most estenshrt 

collections of warships photographs. 

The purchase comes as a result of the closure of Wright A Logan, the 
l\>rtsmouth-Kised company which built up the collection between Pd 
and IWK 

The 22JOOI) negatives, mostly on glass plates, feature 5.000vessels. They 
will be added to the museum’s collection of I UMMNI images and it is hoped 
that prints will be offered for sale lo the public al some point in the future. 



Free Internet 
Access for the 
Royal Navy 


Regulars. HQs and Departments. Reserves. Cadets, 
Families. MoD Civilians, Friends 
At Home • At Work 

We Support Service Charities 

For more information visit 

www.milnet.uk.net 

For a free CD wnto to KMNetUK PO Boi 4111 Btandkrd Dorset DT11 7YH 


BRITISH AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 
Replica Models in 1250 th scale 

Models are hand cast in white metal and hand painted, mounted 
on a wooden plinth with brass name plate and gift box 

HMS Victorious 1966, HMS Ark Royal 1977, HMS Hermes 1982 
Mounted on 12* x J* plinth ^ £54.00 fine, post & packing) 

HMS Invincible 1982, HMS Ark Royal 1991 
Mounted on 11 * x 2* plinth £40.00 (inc. post & packing) 

lo order rout model, wmplv *cnd four name, addrm and daetimr telephone numhet. 
dong with vour with cheque or imiit can! detail* ima/maumardl to 

Angela Bowler. Skyirex Ltd. Park House, 25 Park Road, 

1 1 nigh borough, I eics. LE11 3 ED 
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 

. Unw Okm «p tu 3 day* th h un a 



Medics help to 
save life after 
hawser horror 


To order this item write to or telephone 
The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone: 02392 733558 www.navynews.co.uk 

For fuN payment details see our mam advert on page 26. 


M edics from hms 
B lazer helped to 
save a man’s life 
after a mooring line cut 
off both his legs. 

Bla/cr was alongside at 
took i '"mi Qtuqi when the 
Honduras-registered coaster 
‘Seerose* turned into the berth 
in front of them. 

The vessel was having 
difficulty docking so three of 
Bla/cr n crew went to assist, hut as 
they got there a deck hand was 
caught in a tightening coil of rope, 
suffering horrific injuries. 

RO Philip Waldron and RNR 
Midshipman Ha/cl Hrodic ran 
hack to llla/er for a first aid kit and 
Uuidcd the ship lo staunch the 
flow ol blood 

In the meantime Midshipman 
James Lees called an 
ambulance and akrlcd Blazer's 
CO. Ij Peter Adams, who arrived 
within a few minutes. 

Lt Adams said: “We handaged 
the bottom of his amputated kgs. 


By Dominic Blake 


put him on to a stretcher and got 
some ice from a local pub to pack 
the limbs in. It was not pkasant. 

“He was taken to Pook General 
Hospital and I understand lhat he 
is now out of intensive care, but 
has lost both kgs - the left kg 
above the knee and the right kg 
below the knee. 

“It was touch and go. I 
don t know whether the 
casualty would have 
survived if we hadn't been 
there." 

KO Waldron had just compktcd 
his basic medical training in the 
Navy and Midshipman Brodk is a 
nurse studying medicine at 
Southampton University. 

Lt Adams said: “They were 
ahsolutcl) outstanding, particu¬ 
larly RO Waldron. It was a credit 
to their training hut it is also 
because they are both very, very 
good people." 


The injured man. who is in his 
20s and comes tmm Haiti, spoke 
only French and Spanish. 

Bui another member of HMS 
Bla/cr s crew. KNR Midshipman 
Rebecca Aitkcn. speaks both 
languages fluently and was able to 
keep him calm in the ambulance 
on his way to hospital. 

HMS Hla/er is the training 
vessel lor Southampton URNU 
and had just returned from a two- 
week deployment to France and 
Soulhcrn England which ended 
with a rok in the Tall Ships Race. 

She had called al Southampton 
to take the Lord Mayor and other 
VIPs out to IIMSGIasgim at 0 k* 
start of the parade of sail and put 
in at Poole Harbour after rough 
weather forced them to break 
their onward journey to 
Plymouth. 

As Navy Ne*\ went lo press the 
P2000 patrol vessel was preparing 
to set (tut on her next two-week 
deployment to France with 15 
teorc URN! pertoiid (iron 
Southampton University. 


MOD invites shipbuilders to 
tender for new landing ships 


THE MOD has invited five UK shipbuilders 
to tender for the next generation of landing 
ships for the Royal Fleet Auxiliary. 

Bids are invited for two new vessels to replace 
Sir Percivale and Sir Geraint by 2004 and there is 
an option to build up to three more ships of the 
class. 

The bidders are Swan Hunter of Tyneside. BAe 
Systems at Govan, Scotland. Harland and Wolff. 
Belfast, Cammed Laird al Berkenhead and 


Appledore Shipbuilders at North Devon. 

The new ships, expected to be around 10.000 
tonnes each, will be much larger and more capa¬ 
ble than the existing RFAs. 

They are expected to provide a major increase 
in RFA s capacity to support amphibious opere- 
tions and other military tasks, such as psaca- 
keeping and disaster relief, around the world. 

The intention to build the new RFAs was first 
announced m the Strategic Defence Review. 


Frostbite 
grips Polar 
explorers 

FROSTBITE has forced 
two Royal Marines to 
abandon their attempt to 
reach the North Pole. 

Cpk Jason Garland and 
Paul Jones h id to he evacuated 
from the ice cap by helicopter 
when it became clear that tneir 
injuries were too had for them 
to continue. 

But expedition leader CpI 
Alan Clumbers and his 
eolkague CpI Charlie Puton 
were still battling on in Ihc 
attempt to In da Bnl men to 
reach the North Pole totally 
unsupported as Saw Sens 
went to press. 

Larlicr. CpI Puton hud lo he 
rescued by hts colleagues aflcr 
plunging through the ice into 
Ircc/mg water nut he made a 
full recovery after emergency 
warming procedures proved 
effective 

The remaining pair also 
lace the additional burden ol 
hav ing to lug vital radio equip¬ 
ment which was being earned 
by Cph Garland and Jones. 

Clyde visited 

CLYDE Naval Base played 
host to two scientists from the 
Scott Polar Research h 

The SPRl’s Dr Norman 
Davis and research student 
Nick Hughes were calling at 
Captain (Submarine) Sea A 
Shore Training (CSST) facili¬ 
ties at Faslane. 

The association between the 
SPRI and the Submarine 
Service dales hack to the carty 
197th when plans were being 
made for the flrsl RN siihma 
nne to sail under the icc cap. 

The SPRI has provided 
invaluahk information for the 
planning of f\»lar operations 
and hav in return, benefited 
lri*m data collected by sub¬ 
marines under Ihc icc. 

Diary date 

THL WORLD'S first major 
exhibition on Antarctic 
explorers Cant Robert Scott. 
Sir Ernest Shackleton and 
('apt Roald Amundsen opens 
al the National Maritime 
Museum at Greenwich on 
September 14. 

‘South: The Race for The 
South Pole* will tell their 
ama/ing and heroic story. 

Amongst the powerful and 
emotive exhibits will he the 
sidiving flag fbued neat 
Scott’s frozen body, the jtmr- 
nal containing his last words, 
written on March 29. 1912, 
Amundsens fur suit and ihc 
couch which Shacklcton 
coUapicd oa after reach Hu 
the Norwegian whaling station 
at South iicorgia's after his 
epk journey after the loss of 
Endurance. 


THE NEWS IN BRIEF 


UP TO 20 vessels of the RNVR 
Yacht Club arc taking part in a 
fund-raising sail to Alderney from 
Mav 26 to 28. For details call Ian 
Dickinson on 01481 823 322. 

J J J 

BOURNEMOUTH Sea Cadets 
2000 want you to know about a 
great day out in King's Park. 
Ilourncmouth. on Sunday May 7. 
Gates open at ID JO. For details of 
the attractions, which include 
motorcycle displays, superbike 
and formula VNdi racing teams 
bands and armoured vehicles, call 
S Al Chris Way on 01202 301751. 

U U □ 

SAILORS from HMS 
Westminster provided a guard of 
honour for veterans of Operation 
Chariot al St Nazairc who were 
marking the kgendary raid's 58th 
makmnmiy 

During the raid. HMS 
Campbeltown, other Naval units 
and over 600 men. destroyed the 
Normandu ikvk. hut with great 


loss of life. An astounding five 
Victoria Crosses and M otfM 
Gallantry medals were awarded 
afterwards 


HMS COLUNGWOOD exer- 
cried the right to the IMn Of 
the Borough of Farcham dunng 
ceremonies to mark the opening 
of the Henry Court Millennium 
exhibition. 

□ □ □ 

The exhibition 'Voices From 
Korea' opened at the Imperial 
War Museum on April 14. For 
details call Chris Dowling on 020 
7416 5310. 


HMS Chatham rededicated 
at a ceremony in Devonport 
Naval Base in April. 

The Type 22 frigate Is now on 
her way to the Mediterranean to 
join HMS Ocean In Exercise 
Aurora 2000. For more details, 
lum to page 16. 



• HMS Chatham ’s CO, Capt George Zambeltas, at the 
rededication ceremony held at Devonport Naval Base . 
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Al a lunch to celebrate Ihc 
branch* 3£*|h birthday, members 
iind wives ^crc piocntd with 
engraved glass mementos 
Shipmate Ron ItemlctL who sis a 
ACRtber of the Natural Council 
commissioned the branch, sent a 

nk Vhi^ of amgraiuUtionv 

Liter, a cabaret bullet wa* held 
and the Nrifotiity cate provided by 
past chairman Shipmate (dm 
Lewis and his wife. Doreen, was 
cut by three founder member* - 
Shipmates [hive Andrews, tcfiy 
Ware and Denis Ml andlord 


Eastcote 


Four serving members of the US 
Navy Method Branch - U Cdr J, 
Romme, CFO s Jadton and PfK 
J Moser and E, Madure have 
become aswi.ilc members of the 
branch. 

Shipmate Jackson has been 
elected to sene on the branch 
committee as liaison officer 
between the USN ami RNA. 

Cardiff 

One of the branch *i youngest 
me mbc n, c* *POWE M And r ew 
Clarke, has been elected sire chair¬ 
man at the annual general meeting 
I laving served in the Navy from 
l **76 to iwh, Andrew's shins 
included HMS Cardiff and HMS 
tatrbn. 

Members atso elected Shipmate 
Bryn Oiard as their Shipmate of 
the Year in rcct^gnitkm Of tin mirk 
as branch secretary. 

St Albans 

Thirty-two shipmates with the 
Mayor and Mayoress and their 
deputies, were attending the 
launch of Type 23 frigate JIMS St 
Albans on the Clyde on May 5 

Cruiser book 

THE HISTORY Of HMS 
Southampton - The LIU and 
Death of m Cruiser ~ by Stroud 
member Leonard Wells la 
available in photocopy form 
from The Department of 
Document#, Imperial War 
Museum, Lambeth Road, 
London SE1 GHZ (0171 416 
5222) for £5 Including p&p. 
Cheque* should be payable to 
die Imperial War Museum. The 
20-pege work le alto held by 
Chatham Historic Dockyam* 
but It not on sale there. 


Blandford 

Shipmates and their friend* arc 
invited b> the branch to the annual 
service of remembrance at 
Colli new nod Battalion. Royal 
Naval Ijivishw War Manorial. 

The service al 3pm on June 2 
will he conducted bv the Rev Mike 
Franklin, a VSS chaplain, and by 
the Bishop of Sherborne and of 
MM Forces, the kl Rev John 
kukluni. The memorial t* near the 
emranee of Blandford C amp, a 
mile north of Pimpernc village on 
the A354 Bland ford-Salisbury 
road, 

Ferndown 
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MYSTERY PICTURE S3 


| My 

I 

I .. 


1914-18 veteran George 
makes it a spirited 100 


THE AIRCRAFT carrier HMS 
Perseus (1944-58) was tlve sub- 
|ect. of our Mystery Picture In 
the March issue, and of the cor* 
reel replies, that of O. W. 
Reason ol Woking, Surrey was 
picked at random. He receives 
our £30 prize. 

He identified 
with 


rung another £30 prize identify 
the ship in this picture. As a 
due, and a further teaser, the 
colour red had some 


IT WILL he Up Spirits at 
Grantham branch when its 
oldest shipmate, George 
Tucker, celebrates his 100th 
birthday on April 28 

George survived both 
World Wars, joining the 
Navy from on orphanage at 
the age ol 15 and leaving 
the Service as a Chief ERA 
in 1945 

Much of his 30 years of 
service was spent on the 
China station, and the ships 
in which he served included 
the battleships Queen 
Elizabeth and RamMlles, the 
battlecruiser HMS Hood, the 
cruisers Calcutta. Suffolk 
and Despatch, the destroyer 
Vanoc and the survey ship 
Flinders. 


After his demob, George 
and his late wife ran a guest 
house in Bournemouth, 
later moving to Grantham in 
Lincolnshire where he 
worked in a garage. 

George continues to 
enjoy the independence he 
cherishes, though with 
shipmates and neighbours 
near at hand he ia rarely 
short of company. 

One of his regular callers. 
Shipmate Harold Derry, 
says George keeps In fairly 
good health, but due to 
arthritis Ns legs ' need a 
nudge to get going". This 
will prevent him from danc¬ 
ing on his tOOth, but not 
from having a knees-up In 
another sense 


of win- 


on RAC membership 

There’s never been a better time to join RAC 

* Untied offer to Navy News readers 


♦ 4 out of 5 breakdowns repaired on the spot 

* Roftetefefe repairs completed in an average of just wider 24 minutes 

• BACs unique no caS out discount avatob to with certain 
service levels 


SUBS RISE 
PLAN IS 
SHELVED 

PLANS FOR a £2 rise in RNA subscriptions have been shelved - thanks to what 
is described as ‘ outstanding housekeeping". Subs will now be pegged for at 
least another year at £6, a level set in 1995 

RNA spokesman. Capt Peter frozen pwdta* a vwty of nil the 

factor*. 

In the lunger term. however, a 
rise m subscription* is probably 
unavoidable. tapi Voute said: 

"RNA members should be aware 


Voute RN (retd), tow Navy 
New* thai General Secretary 
Capt Ut>h McQueen had man¬ 
aged to turn around a project¬ 
ed deficit this year of over 
£K,000 irtlo a profit of almost 
£23,000. 

"Abo, two Luge legacies luivy 
helped to stem Inc tide of rising 
*uhs throughout the country," hr 
vi id 

The decision mu to follow other 
ea-Service in inerrav 

ing the coM of membership was 
made a I a meeting of the 
Avvol talkin'* Natknul Council It 
b unltkcb that sub* wdl n*e nc*t 
year, etcher, as die budget deficits 
anticipated lot this year and nett 
year can he met from Association 
reservev 

Before the National Council's 
dcciskm, ihe plan lor an increase 
looked likk to be debated hntlv al 
the AaoriatfonN annual confer¬ 
ence in June Several brandies 
called lor subscriptions to be 


that decreasing membership wall 
force organisation* to pul up their 
subs d they nmh to maintain their 
independence, or lace merging 
with other, similar organisation* to 
save overheads.* 


Around the Branches 


Loughton 

At tin: branch annual general 
meeting, the secretary, Shipmate 
Mick Cowan, and the standard 
bearer. Shipmate Pete Ttpfor, 
stood down to be succeeded by 
Shipmates Alan Freeman and 
Mike O'Leary nqjecMy. 

In recognition of his 12 years' 
service, Shipmate Ci«an was 
awarded life membership He was 
presented with ho badge and cet* 
ofiealc by Shipmate Doug Carter, 
National Council member fur No, 
5 Area. A certificate of appre> 
fNMi was presemed to Shipro 
hi* 11 


Tiplcr (or i 


ccra- 
ipmatc 
years' service. 


Wigs ton & District 

A dance with a Rsrtks theme, 
organised by the branch, was 
attended by 120 shipmates and 
friends, including members *»f 
Newark branch and Leicester 
Submarine and Royal Marine* 
Association* 

The Forties mood was evoked 
not just by the music but by the 
mi tube i who turned up dressed 
mainly as Lyons Corner House 
waitresses or evacuee schootbuyv 

Members a ho enjoyed another 
good night m guests of Uioctter 
Senior Service Club at which the 
buffet w;i* provided by the ladiae 
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FLEET AIR ARM' 


Take off! 


at the West Country s best aviation attraction 


leavens 


***** %****** mau mr rutMoot 

off tti Junction ». AMU m 6it?i *t Rfttl .* 


Year's free 
offer urged 
for Navy's 


Imperial War Museum in appeal for Petard artefacts 


SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 


ctSi 


Contact Elizabeth Caple 

JOHN HODGE & CO. 
SOLICITORS* 

0117 929 2281 

Immediate orvd FREE initial advice 

Legal Aid • No Win-No Fee 

Member* of The Ur* Society P***angl Injury arid M*d»ajl Negligence fianeU 




WITH RECRUITING among 
the highest prior ilk 1 * of the 
RNA. the Association s annu¬ 
al conference in June wilt he 
urged 10 give a year * free 
membership to anyone leaving 
the Naval Service, writer 
Shipmate Joan krth 

the prtmasuL by Rrimtord A 
Hornchurch* k supported by 
Uxbridge shipmates 
On *mo t her membership issue. 
Mane Hi, supported by Haven, 

want .mnti;il subscription card* lb 
he issued to branch?* hy 
N i a cm her Muhgct to condition*. 

An outlay by tho 
Association of £100.000 1o 
redevelop the mein day 
room and bar at Ihe RN 
Benevolent Trust's home a! 
Pembroke House is pro* 
posed by Bradford and sec¬ 
onded by Brighton & Hove. 

Several mu ik ms. however, arc 
concerned with ceremony or CCfC- 
nmittal - including a suggest am 
i hiil events M*ch ;** ^tehiiinling 

should ekk he part of entertain 
men* til the Festival of 
Remembrance. Huddersfield - 
supported by Or if field - t% calling 
for a Mibmtvskm to the organ hers 
(hat acts “ inappropriate to the 
nccaskm” should not lie included 
Drtffickl also proposes that the 
RNA’s Guide to fcrononutl 
slHNjld he amended to dlkw stan¬ 
dard heaters and escorts to wc + »r 
green lie rets if entitled to do m 
during iheir service That is sup¬ 
ported by Hull. 

Two motions arc concerned 
with the AaaodatkHl's Cenotaph 

C rude CladoiHJalca, seconded 
lkcck% want it held in 
September rather than October, 
and Soham, hacked by City of bly, 
arc calling for a member of the 
Royal Family |o be invited next 
year. 

ttra*fford proposes (hat from 
21 III2 i he conference should be 
Held at any lime other than June - 
preferably September that 
mol km is supported by Mr d IkId 

Perth hts been put for* 
ward at the venue for that 
conference - by Perth A 
District branch backed by 
West Lothian and Crieff A 
District. 

The decision not to rake mb* 
script urns no* seems to make 
mol k ms on the subvert redundant. 

Dewsbury, Hatley & Birstall 
branch were calling for a freeze on 
sub* until an invesHgLiUon of the 
issues could be earned out, Ttoo 
oilier proposal* by UMp 
(seconders Easicotei and Chester 
(seconders Wyihenshaw i - were 
considered to he covered by the 
Dewsbury iwMkmi 

The motkms unr seen as a shut 
acroa the hows of the National 
Council and ,-i rise in %uK is 
r,irch iiehievcd without a hard* 
(ought battle. Un one occasion a 
proposed iiKronc of as little as 
st)p ted to such verbal cctnftki that 
delegates had lo be dismissed for a 
period to coot off. 


P O ME A FAVOUR CAP'N 
-DON'T KEEPbHOUTiNE 

Js-m O It ftj 


Naval Quirks [«*gg£yi> 

MINUTES ANP THE 


IN HlSTt?RV55 F|f?ST 
iRDNCLAP PUEL 
IN 18^2- 


VIRGINIA -EX MERRIMAC 
-FIREt> A BROADSipe 
EVERV 15 MINUTES •* 


THEY MUST'VE HAP 
A GOOV UNION - A 
15 MtNUTE BREAK 
AFTER EVERY SHOT! 


• These pictures ot 
Tmmworth s war hero Colin 
Grazier have recently 
come to light as a result of 
the publicity given to the 
campaign to honour his 
name* The most poignant 
Is the colour-tinted 
photograph of Colin and 
his bride, Olive* whom he 
married just 4$ hours 
before his final departure. 
The centre picture shows 
him as a member of a gun 
crew* probably during 
training, and the third Is a 
happy shot of him wearing 
whites- 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWil ON VIDEO 


NEW.PART 11 E INDIES/BRIT1SH PACIFIC FLEETS (2nd PHASE) 

Tnneo. Sydney. Manus. Saiushima rtc Making majumum usa of ail stjfwvwig 
RN archive Nm >ntfcjcfcng colour, £*& 2nd Ph*s« ndeo conumios tha ape story 
o# bom these fleets Af other episodes strit avadab*c Pert 9 Op Neptune 

vD-Day period'. Pari § Op Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys 
Pan A Perilous Waters iaction m the Atfaneo Part 5 Tragedy A Triumph 

fBflL ot N Cape) down to and no Part 1 Battleships at Wat. Each is 60 mm& 
Price UK £21.90 post p,m1 Elsewhere add £3,05. For muttipty orders targe 
discount available FuW detaBs of tws A at programmes send SAE 


h V T.C- BECK HOUSE. ESCRiCK, N.YORKS Y04 6JH (OtMH) 720239 




HMS FOREST MOOR 

■IIP Anniversary Reunion 
,VMh September 2000 

Rir atl cx WREST M<X)R 
perwmncl and families 
(ipen Day 1530.1X50 
Evening Social 2000 - 255V 

Vrlmivsinn by ticket only 

For tii kei ap/Uicoliim n rilr hi, 

4(P Anniversary tickets 
UMS FORKS 1 VHKIR 
Darky I1C3 2RK 
or Tel 1)1423 77420V 


recognition 


AS THE appeal to fund a 
memorial to Tamworth s 
Enigma war hero A8 
Colin Grazier reached 
£10,000, the Imperial War 
Museum said it will con¬ 
sider a permanent dis¬ 
play to represent the 
event which earned the 
sailor a posthumous 
George Cross. 

Gra/icr and I,I Ibny Paraon 
died in HM2 while ream’ring 
Enigma coding male rial fn*m a 
sinking German submarine. U- 
559, which had been forced to 
I he surface m the Atlantic by 
their ship, HMS Pelard. 

C apture nf the mdc- btsik^ is 
seer* as hav me been vtial m w mrurig 
victory in the fiatlk iif the AiJanik 

Deputy Lditor id the Tt*mw>rth 
Hindi! Phil Shanahan, (old Svtw 
that paid progfts^ w» being 
made on Irk' design of the memor¬ 
ial. which would form a tribute to 


all three men invohed in ihe U-559 
incident Gmhcr. Fi\vm and 
Naah canteen avMstam Tommy 
Hftwn, who died later m the war 

Meanwhile. Ihe Imperial War 
Museum m appealing for artefact* 
concerning the Ihree. Nigef Slccf, 
(lie m umjuiii v head of rcM,areh. 
said the IWM would consider a 
permanent display leflectiug the 
IVtjrd madeiu it it could obtain 
am temporary mate rial m its eot- 
leelHms relating to the capture of 
L + 559\code booiv 

He vad; “These might indmle 
private letters or diur*c% written by 
Grwkr, l.i IBflnDd, Tvnmv Brown 
m arrvrmc ehe serving in the hUrd 
at the time: items of uniform worn 
by them, personal c Reefs or pieces 
from the ship," 

The George Crossev awarded to 
Favwtn and Graikf are on dkplay 
nl the newly re-opened National 
War Museum of Scotland in 
Edinburgh. Tasson c t H was pre¬ 
sented to the museum by bis sister 
when the establish ment was tile 
Scottish tlmiid Services Museum. 


Forgotten two added 
to town’s memorial 


THE NAMES of mo swbvi 
who died ill World War II have 
a I lust Ken added lo the 
memorial in their home town - 
thanks to a member of (hr 
RNA. 

Prince* Risbormigh branch 
decided, with members of the 
Royal British Legion and (he Town 
Council, to update the town\ war 
metnnrbil as a millennium project. 

Research through the Internet 
and the Commonwealth Wur 


hivsnn was a Sak, hut Cofin 
Gruier h*ni no known link with 
Scolbnd. The medal awarded In 
him was prevented to the Navy, It 
w as held by 11 MS St Vincent the 
Gosport training establishment 
before rl dosed in 1W>. 

It seems ihe medal was relumed 
to live Trophy Store at Hi6$ Nelson 
from where at Hunt stage il was 
loaned lo the WlVdroUdl Mess at 
HMS Ncplune in Scot hind, the 
loan Liter bemg transkrred to its 
current holders 

Readers who have relevant arte¬ 
facts to offer the Imperial War 
Museum should write to Nigel 
SteeL Head of Reseiirch and 
iftformaltoft. Imperial War 
Museum, l ambcth Road, London 
SEI m7^ 

ft (Vmtribtilions to the Cidio 
Grader rocawria! fund arc still 
being Mnjghi and vhould he sent ki 
ffinin t*nh ttfftitU, Ventura Park 
Road, lliUcocotc, Tanrworth. 
Staff* II7H JlZ milking cheques 
payable to ihv Colin tiraner 
Memorial Fund. 


Graves Omkitoa revealed that 
seven names were missing from the 
monument 

Efforts to get in touch with ihe 
men’s relatives faded until 
Shipmate Charles Canning, an ev 
SBA and RNA b ranch member, 
managed lo COfttld the rvliilions of 
Ml Patrick Christipher ( armoih 
and Stoker John Stanley* 

All C armody died in the cruiser 
HMS Ciloucestcr in 1941, and 
Stoker Stanley in UM trawler 
Janies Ludford in 1939. 


In Brief 


PADLKK K W<xkJ branch will cel¬ 
ebrate its tenth anniversary on 
September 24 with u service and 
parude including ccmrbined Sea 
t'adci bands l umrtHKkirc F D. 
Patterson RNK will ukc the ssdute, 

FORTY mem born of Portland 
branch, including their fun RN 
Display Team The Nobblers, 
attended No. 4 Area annual 
reunion ait Barton Hall. Torquay 
The Nobbier* wt runnert-up 
in a gala talent competition 

IN RECOGNITION of his m 
Years on the committee id l.hinelli 
hranch. Shipmate Rundd Bur ridge 
l Js»vd has been mwJe n life member. 


Conference preview 


Enigma heroes 
set to win new 
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ynamic mix shown by 
Ocean and Aurora 



• DOWN FROM THE ROCK: A Marine from 42 Cdo abseils into an 
inflatable assault craft from HMS Ocean at Gibraltar. 


B EATLES record pro¬ 
ducer Sir George 
Martin sailed with 
HMS Ocean as she began 
her current three-month 
training deployment to the 
Mediterranean, Aurora 
2000 . 

The man behind the sound of 
the Fab Four is campaigning to 
raise money for the Swordfish 
Heritage Trust. On passage to 
Gibraltar he gave a series of 
fascinating lectures on the 
making of the Seroeant Pepper 
album and reminisced about 
his time in the Fleet Air Arm 
shortly after World War II 
Also on board - paying his 
first visit to a Royal Navy war¬ 
ship - was the new Defence 
Under Secretary Dr Lewis 
Moonie 

While at Gib members of the 
helicopter carrier's ship's com- 
pany took pari in the Rock 
Race HMS Ocean later paid a 
goodwill visit to Lisbon and 
took part in several amphibi¬ 
ous exercises, including one 
with the Portuguese 
Fuzillieros. 

As Navy News went to press 
she was at Marseilles lor a 
short maintenance period 
before setting off for further 
goodwill visits and the major 
NATO amphibious exercise 
Dynamic Mix. demonstrating 
Britain's continued commit¬ 
ment to stability in the region. 

Aurora 2000 is made up from 
specialist amphibious ship¬ 
ping. elements of 3 Cdo Bde. 


RM and aircraft from the 
Commando Helicopter Force 
which together comprise an 
Amphibious Task Group. 

This is made up of HMS 
Ocean. HMS Chatham and the 
Landing Ships Logistics RFA 
Sir Bedivere and RFA Sir 
Tristram with support provided 
by RFA Fort Austin. 

The landing force is centred 
on the lead Commando Group. 
42 Cdo RM. with artillery, engi¬ 
neer and logistic support from 
within 3 Cdo Bde. 

Aviation comprises Sea 
King. Lynx and Gazelle aircraft 
from 647 Naval Air Squadron 
based at Yeovilton. augmented 
by Chinook helicopters from 47 
Sqn RAF 



• HARD GOING: An LCVP from HMS Ocean heads back towards 
the ship after landing Marines from 42 Cdo ashore in Portugal 



• GUN TALK: A Royal Marine from 42 Cdo discusses the merits of the General Purpose Machine 
Gun with some of his Portuguese counterparts 




Education 



\\ A M j At Wyketuun House* hi* offer 

fj a m tradition of Un*lr education 
^ m a hupp* vcf UMmilatiiig rmininrnmt 

• a broad and halanrrd curriculum 

• %mall dam dm to rmurr personal attmlkm 

• a partnrrvhip hrtwrrn home and triton! 

• a commitment in rttra-cnrrirolar arihitir* 

• modem Information Irvhoo*o*y wKn 
n ru rllriti (A Nl\ results 
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USA l>4Y M IIOOI 
FOR ifIKI s AUFD 2* -14 • *"o Nurvn 


For miiki information contact: Tin- IU admistrfss at. 

Kart Mrcet. larrham. Man1% POIfc OfiW TH: 01 »24 - 2Sei7* or - »2.«M 

Inal \UISaW^flw>n*i Jcmn m hup wyirlumiau ik-n>w m »K 


Wunderkinder! 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL HAMPSTEAD 

Principal: Min C.A. Slibson B.A. fOxon) 

|SIS INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
™ SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7-18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in HampMcad. your daughter can receive an excellent education 
whilst Mudyinp in a caring. happy and secureenvironment. Wc provide: 

• A hruad hast'd cumeulum. well qualified stall and small classes 

• Flourishing activities including Spud. Drama. Dance and Music 

• Modem accommodation with good facilities. 

• Frequent educational and cultur.il visits. 

• Eacod fur young girls to travel termini 

• Very competitive fees closely relided to Boarding School Allowance 

Applications are also invited from ex-scrviccmcn in need, few whose daugh 
lers significant lee reductions could be available, if suitabl) qualified. 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary. The Koval School. 
Hampstead, 65 Kosslyn Hill, London NW3 511). 

Tel: 0171 7<W 7707 

A RrjttUrtrt!«hunts frminicJ for the rdm i*f the iLunthU r\ of %r*\H rMtn 


f b .KhTitiso uv.cufi ne\t Naiy New 

EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT 

eeMis't Debbie Stirman on 

02392 725062 NOW! 


PORTSMOUTH High School's Sixth Form raised nearly 
£4.000 in a Charity Week In aid of the International Red 
Cross. 

Lunch-time entertainments auch as Who Wants to be a 
Meggonaire. their own version of The Generation Game and a tal¬ 
ent competition culminated in a Fashion Show in which clothes 
from local shops were modelled by some astonishingly “profes¬ 
sional" amateur stars. 

Earlier in the term, the school s new drama specialist. 
Rosemary Comrie. worked with younger girts on a production of 
Terry Pratchett's Wyrd Sisters which attracted full houses. The 
Sixth Form is now working on their own production of Dario Fo'a 


PORTSMOUTH 
HIGH SCHOOL 


OUR COMMITMENT IS THEIR FUTURE 

A LEADING INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS (4-18) 

Consistently high examination results 
(1999 Pass Rates: 98.2% ’A* level; 100%CCSE) 

and much more_including 

emphasis on pastoral care, structured careers advice, strong ICT 
provision, opportunities to participate in the performing arts 
and sport and to pursue a wide range of extracurricular interests 

For further information and a ichool prospectus, please contact 
the Admissions Secretary telephone 021 9282 6714; 
fax 023 9281 4814. email admissiore&porgdst net ^ 
www gdst. net/ portsmou thhigh 

(«n I)a> So«m Tkitt 


The Devil m Drag which will be performed el the end of June. 

Meanwhile pupils in the Junior School impressed with a breath¬ 
taking production of Alice in Wonderland (see below). 




BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Conn, Wickham Road, Fareham. P0I7 5BL 

www.boundarvuak.ro.uk 
Coeducational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Nursery school rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department 5-13 years 

GIRLS' BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere » Large Sports Grounds • Strong Forces Link 

For full ekrtada of Scholant^ps and a Proapoctus 
Ptoase fotophone Faroham (013291 280955 Owe »rw* 


SLHOLMtSHIPS AND MIRWRUS AVAILUUl 





















































T if 


Options 


r vvnews.co.uk 


NAVY NEWS. MAY 21100 17 


>-ce Gray looks at how the Navy fits into the tri-Service ethos at Chicksands 


Base is a 
focus for 
community 

T IIERF arc enormous 
benefits to the Ministry 
of Defence in petting 
security and intelligence train¬ 
ing on one site. 

But some of those benefits can¬ 
not he counted in the columns of a 
spreadsheet. 

For the population of mkl- 
Bedfordshire, the site - occupied 
at various times hy both the RAF 
and the IJSAAI - is an important 
community focal point. 

From a historical perspective, the 
(trade I listed Priory, restored at a 
cost of around £5 million under the 
guidance of English Heritage, is a 
rare example of such a building 
com cried for domestic use. 

“Here h an example where the 
MOD took a firm line and decided 
to do the necessary* renovation to 
enure the building endured." said 
Chict of Staff (ip Cap! Martin 
Hallam. RAF. 

“Having survived from 1150. it 
would have been a shame if it fell 
down under MOD care. 

“It docs represent a very impor¬ 
tant local site. Mid-Bedfordshire is 
not very well endowed with histor- 
u.ii structures and commumtN 
focal pomlv 

“It has rapidly become apparent 
in the last three year* that the 
community is kioking to us. 

“All sorts of things like charity 
cricket matches, horse parades. 
QpeQ days and sn on li is all part 
of working with the community 
“And we arc trying to bring hack 
some of the amenities, such as the 
howling alley. 

“It's a very important social 
amenity in this area.** 

For Royal Navy personnel 
at the base, there is a valu¬ 
able chance to see how the 
Army and RAF work - and 
play. 

As Lt Cdr Andy MeGrenary 
observed: “There is a big advan¬ 
tage in that we get three times the 
number of social events. 

“And instead of inter-branch 
rivalry, there's intcr-Scrvicc rival- 

The thriving rushy team was 
established hy the Navy, and still 
features a large proportion of 
Dark Blue members, and there is a 
strong golf society, with preferen¬ 
tial rates. 

There is also the benefit of mar¬ 
ried quarters on site - more famil¬ 
iar to the Army and RAF - cutting 
the need for commuting and pro¬ 
viding a safe environment for the 
children on an establishment 
which boasts a wealth of wildlife 
tin its 600 acres. 

Spirits 
in the 
officers’ 
mess... 

T HERE can be few 
officers’ messes 
around the country 
which boast a history 
as long as that of the 
Priory at Chicksands. 

And few which suffer the 
problems of uninvited 
guests, despite the securi¬ 
ty around the base... 

The origins of the Priory are 
unclear, but the estate wss 
well-established by the time 
of the Norman Conquest, and 
the Gilbertine priory was built 
on the site of an old Saxon 
church. 

The priory suffered the fate 
of many religious houses 
under Henry VIII when it was 
surrendered - and according 
to William Grayson, the writer 
of a definitive history of 


Security is a concern for all 


E VEN those who teach securi¬ 
ty at Chicksands admit that 
the subject docs not immedi¬ 
ately grab one's attention. 

And when the security task i* just one 
of the handful of jobs assigned to some¬ 
body, it might even be seen as a chore. 

But the skills arc fundamental to the 
smooth operation of shins and shore 
bases, and there is a steads* fl*m of stu¬ 
dents to the Naval School of Security 
from both the Navy and (he Royal Fleet 


i seal 

formed and civ ilian, of all ranks. 

TWo aspects of security are addressed 
at Chicksands: security intelligence and 
protection security. 

On the Navy side, instructor WO 
Colin Shaw said: “We leach them the 
whole spectrum, from protecting the 
perimeter, security lights and so on 
“Then on to assets - buildings, docu¬ 
ments. IT. We kx>k at types of am tamers 
and kicks as well as risk management." 
MAA Kchlc said: “There may he five 


people on hoard a ship directly invoked 
in security - but the big phrase is 
‘Everybody is involved in security'. 

The approach to security is changing, 
with the onus on individuals to assess 
risks, and ensure they arc addressed. 

Master at Arms Kevin KcMc said the 
IT security department was a particular 
growth area Apart from the risk of 
picking up viruses, there are the wider 
implications for front-line cyberspace 
operations, where electronic data gath¬ 
ering and analysis must he protected. 


A vision 
in purple 


C hicksands is the blueprint 

for a purpb; future, according to 
those who are creating a tri- 
Scrvicc training centre which is break¬ 
ing the mould in more ways than one. 

The site, launched in I Wfi, is an amalgam 
of a number of establishments and training 
centres from the three Services - but the 
result is greater than the sum of the parts. 

“Chicksands has been here for three year* in 
one form nr another." vikJ Gp Cap! Martin 
Hallam RAF. Chief of Staff at the Bedfordshire 
khim m 

“It's very much a joint unit, mandated hy a 
defence directive for bringing training together. 

“Oticksands was created to achieve synergy of 
training effort and accrue the benefits of awTica- 
lion on sitc.“ 

In broad terms, the cost of carrying out train¬ 
ing at Chicksands is less than half the cost ol fto 
vidint it when it was spread between five site* - 
and there is no kiss of quality, either. 

“Intelligence, in many eases, is a purple business 
now. 

“We try to break down single-Service barriers, 
because it stretches across the whole defence domain. 

“There arc Single-Service training issues, but the 
rest we find is very much orientated towards develop¬ 
ing vanous skills which arc transferable. 

“It s influenced by what happens on operations to a 
degree. 

“language training changes depending on the facts 
of what the UK is about in the defence domain. 

“A ample of years ago we would not have been 
teaching Albanian, for example. 

“It’s responsive to the operational need, and it’t 
responsive to tc 

“We kxik to idcntii 




• Line astern: Three members of the Senior 
Service during a language lesson - from the 
front, LWTR Pete Wright. LWTR Mark Bradley, 
and Cpi Mark Miller RM 

Regulations 
at the double 


P ART of the pur¬ 
ple dimension at 
Chicksands. the 
first major joint train¬ 
ing establishment, is 
the blending of differ¬ 
ent regulations, as 
well as styles of work. 

“You have to think 
on your feet," said 
WO Colin Shaw 
“We are under the 
Army Act. but also 
subject to Royal Navy 
rules - you have to 
consider what others 
think." 

The fact that it ia 
truly tri-Service. with 
no RN commanding 
officer for the 100 or 
so permanent staff, 
means there is no fig¬ 
urehead to force 
through a particular 
point of view. 

Courses often run 
for over a year, which 


can blur the distinc¬ 
tion between lecturers 
and students. 

But the breaking 
down of barriers 
means there is the 
chance to learn new 
ideas - as one lectur¬ 
er said: “One of the 
best things about this 
place is to seek out. 
and implement, best 
practice. 

“Ns not all Army - 
it is evolving, and in 
time it will become 
even less Army, and 
a bit more Navy " 

But that blurring of 
lines can only go so 
far: We do not want a 
purple sailor from 
Chicksands - we want 
dark blue, said Lt Cdr 
Andy MeGrenary. RN 
Dir-ecting Staff of the 
Defence Intelligence 
and Security School. 


oimmon theme* across the 
schools and training, for example. IT training. Ian- 


• Army and Navy: PWCT Suzanne Gill receives 
instruction during a Chicksands course. 

guage and security training, and try to get a certain 
standard across the site and achieve efficiencies. 

“We haven't brought lour sch« and 

alkiwcd them to continue as they did before. 

“We have looked for ways to take a synergistic 
approach to training, trading off the strengths of 
school*. 

“The Navy stretches across all four disciplines we 
teach here. 

“Although it is a temptation to think of the Royal 
Navy as being a small element of a land establish¬ 
ment like this, so far from the sea, it's not true at all 
It s .1 Very visible training 

“And. ol course, while the Defence Intelligence and 
Security Centre is a defence agency, it all aimcs under 
the heading of Defence Intelligence staff - which is 
under Vice Admiral Sir Alan West. Chief of Defence 
Intelligence. 1 * 



• Unofficial guests: Does the ghost of a pregnant nun haunt the Chicksands Priory? 


Chicksands. this Is the 
source of the story of Roasts. 

According to the tale, a 
pregnant nun was walled up 
in the east wall, her last sight 
of the outside world being the 
beheading of her lover before 
her death sentence began. 

The legend possibly 
derives from a report by one 
of Henry’s devious prosecu¬ 
tors who, visiting the priory, 
told of his horror at finding 
two pregnant nuns, though he 
Is thought to hsvs been lying. 

But the story - bolstered by 
the presence of a false win¬ 
dow. has thrived, and there 
are numerous eyewit n e ss 
accounts of strange sights at 
the ancient building, which is 
opened to the public twice a 
month. 


A recent copy of Chixlink, 
the base newspaper, carries a 
page of sightings since 1997, 
and not all conform to the 
romantic image of the 
lovesick Rosata. 

In May 1996. as work 
was being carried out, a 
figure in a thick Jacket and 
hood stood to allow a 
female recruit get to the 
security desk at the Priory. 

The figure wandered off 
Into the gloom of the South 
Cloister, but when workers 
relumed after their break they 
told the recruit they had no 
such colleague - and that 
apart from her. the building 
was empty. 

A grey lady was spotted 
around the South Cloister, 


almost causing a cyclist to 
fall from his machine, while 
on another occasion a walker 
saw a figure which he 
assumed used a particular 
door - the only point of 
access - but he was later told 
the door remained firmly 
locked at all times. 

Lights have been seen 
moving along the first floor - 
on one occasion someone 
captured them in a series of 
photos - while a member of 
the newspaper’s staff caught 
a glimpse out of the corner of 
an eye of a figure walking 
past - also spotted by anoth¬ 
er person - although the rest 
of the party were quite clear 
no one had entered or left the 
room. 



Legal Advice 


If you're in the Forces there's a fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of 
established, independent solicitors who all provide: 


• FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 

• Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 

• Competitive fees 


(FORtES 

tAw" 


The Forces Legal Network 


One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 
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MOD'S Smart Procure memt III ttifltlYE' 
Mew plastic tfiange card will open way to 
auicker cash purchases of goods ond 
sap pi fa •for Armed Fortes ond end of 
needless foperwork headaches. 
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‘Are you sure she hasn’t got my card by mistake?’ 
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All things 
being equal 


D ESPITE decades of determination by successive gov¬ 
ernments to promote equality for women in all areas of 
employment, the latest statistics show they are mostly 
still hitting a depressingty low glass ceiling 
The Equal Opportunities Commission’s recently launched 
Valuing Women campaign has showed up the fact that they 
are still very far from being valued on the same scale as 
men. 

While they are now making up nearly half - and m some 
cases even more than half - of the workforce in many of the 
professions and in industry and commerce, they are seen m 
nothing like the same proportion at senior management 
level, where men are still the prime candidates for advance¬ 
ment 

And across the board women are still getting paid 20 per 
cent less for doing the same job. 

These dismal prospects do not obtain in the Armed 
Forces - which until a lew years ago you might have expect¬ 
ed to be the least likely of employers to buck the trend 
The fact is that over the past five years recruitment of 
women officers has surged by 50 per cent and they currently 
make up a fifth of all new officer recruits. Women can now 
occupy nearly three-quarters of all posts in the Royal Navy 
They serve in operational RN ships and fty and navigate a 
variety of aircraft in the Fleet Air Arm. 

We have already seen women in command of minor war 
vessels - the fact that they have yet to take command of any 
of the major ones is solely down to the length ol career pro¬ 
gression since they first went to sea only ten years ago So it 
is likely that we shall soon see some milestones set in that 
direction, too. 

Not many other organisations can claim, as Armed 
Forces Minister John Speftar did last month, to match our 
recruitment of one woman in every five Service management 
posts. 

And. across the board, Servicewomen all get paid exactly 
the same as the men. 

T o date, the Royal Navy has managed this sea change 
with remarkable success - while working hard to pro¬ 
mote an environment free from sexism or harassment, 
it has nevertheless avoided the extremes of political correct¬ 
ness that now bedevil conduct and relations in the United 
States Navy 

The Navy is valuing its women, then - as well as the rest 
of its people, regardless of race, sexual onentation and 
social background 

When it comes to the broader picture of Service life, 
though, of equal importance, surely, is the question of parity 
between Service and civilian expectations of what may be 
termed “home comforts". 

This does not receive the same sort of attention from the 
media at large - but it has lately received a good deal from 
the Navy and its ministerial masters. 

Older hands may dende modem conditions of Service as 
luxurious beyond imagining when compared with their own 
experience - but this has to be set against the general stan¬ 
dards of living that existed in their own day 
Progress should mean improvement in quality of life for all 
ol us - and there is no reason why life at sea should not 
keep pace with life on land 


‘Biggest development since the Second World War’ 


Home comforts 
spread ashore 
and afloat 


AS HMS Invincible pre- 
p.lies to lead the ‘Meet 
Your Navy* shop window 
tour around the UK this 
month, she has been stock¬ 
ing up her own “super¬ 
store 

Naafi has brought High 
Street shopping to the high 
seas with the opening of a new. 
state of the art £150.000 walk- 
round canteen facility. 

Created by Naval Canteen 
Services, the division of 
Naafi catering for the RN. It 
Is billed as "the biggest and 
most significant develop¬ 
ment in convenience ser¬ 
vices for sailors on board 
HM ships since the Second 
World War.” 

It has been created folkiwing a 


series of focus groups with saikirs 
and offers longer trading hours, a 
ranee of CDs with a listening tower 
and video hire, cashless 24 hour 
vending machines serving a wide 
range of hot and add food, includ¬ 
ing soup and pot noodles, chilled 
dnnks and ice cream. 

A Food Tb Go counter serves 
fresh hoi dogs and popcorn with 
microwave facilities for hamhurg- 

With a bright, modem decor, 
there is a counter and harstool 
area where sailors can relax and 
socialise and pit their wits against 
each other on an array of touch 
screen video quiz games. There is 
also an electronic bulletin hoard, 
keeping sailors up-to-date with the 
latest news and information. 

r a grand opening cere mom 
performed by Rear Admiral fVlcr 
Iranklin and Naafi Deputy 
Oiairman Air Chief Marshal Sir 
David Evans. Naafi Chief 


Executive Geoffrey Dart told Saiy 
New*: "This is a great break¬ 
through in the standard ranee of 
facilities on hoard IIM ships. They 
deserve the best and now they have 
it” 

"Said Rear Admiral FrankJyn: 
"The canteen is unlike anything 
previously seen on boara HM 
ships. I am sure it will prove to be 
immensely popular and 1 particu¬ 
larly welcome this initiative which 
first and foremost has the sailors’ 
needs in mind. 

"By bringing some home com¬ 
forts to those spending long peri¬ 
ods of time away at sea. N(*S is 
improving their quality of life 
which is conducive to better per¬ 
formance and I congratulate all of 
those involved in the project. 

“HMS Invincible can he very 
proud and tumoured that it is the 
first ship to welcome such a 
groundbreaking new facility." 
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• SUPERSTORE: HMS Invincible s new £150.000 canteen/shop opened last month. 


En-suite 

rooms 

lor 

singles 

soon 


SINGLE junior Service¬ 
men and women based 
in HMS Nelson, Porta- 
mouth. can now look 
forward to new en-suite 
living accommodation. 
Armed Forces Minister 
John Spellar has con¬ 
firmed. 

First phase of a pro¬ 
ject to provide individu¬ 
als with their own 
rooms, complete with 
shower and toilet facili¬ 
ties, is expected to be 
completed by 2002 and 
wilt replace existing 
four and six berth cab¬ 
ins. 

Under the Strategic 
Defence Review, top 
priority has been given 
to improving single liv¬ 
ing accommodation. 
Last November a new 
£4.1m en-suite block 
was opened in HMS 
Nelson for senior rates. 

• Gold. Juno and 
Sword are the names 61 
three new blocks of 17 
self-contained six-bed- 
room flats for single 
junior servicemen and 
women based at HMS 
Dryad, near Southwick, 
Hants. 

The C2.8m develop¬ 
ment, named after the 
British and Canadian 
beaches of the D-Day 
landings, was opened 
by the 2nd Viscount 
Montgomery of Alam- 
ain, son of the World 
War II Field Marshal 
who helped plan the 
invasion of Normandy 
at Southwick in 1944. 

The flats include 
communal lounge 
areas and provide indi¬ 
viduals with their own 
rooms. 
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ELIEF efforts by the Royal Navy in 
Mozambique have won warm praise from 
Defence Secretary Geoff Moon: “They did a 
fantastic job,” he told Jim Allawav. 


at is what our Armed Forces are for- to be available when there are these 
> culties in the world where they can go and do what they do so well ' 

- Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon 


Mozambique 
we were ahead 
of the game 


"1 was sorry that the newspa¬ 
pers concentrated more on 
what they conceived to be 
problems of co-ordination 
amongst governments rather 
than on the excellent work that 
was actually being done by 
people working round the 
clock to get helicopters and 
people and equipment into 
Mozambique. 

Hul as someone once said, a 
politician complaining about the 
media is rather like a captain of a 
ship complaining about the sea - 
it 's is hat you have to live with 

I Ik- simple rc Iui.mOB of any 
in of dcl.iy in that other than 
those of South Africa and Malawi, 
the first helicopters operating; in 
Mozambique were from the UK. 

“Early on in the week after the 
ma|or problems there began to be 
perceived we were able to say there 
was the possibility of sending a 
supply ship - RFA Fort George 
was in the Gulf 3,000 miles away, 
but straightaway the captain and 
crew prepared themselves even 
before they got the order to go, by 
steaming to the edge of their oper¬ 
ational limit. 

“Then they sailed at a flat-out 20 
knot speed to make sure they got 
there as quickly as possible 

“No government anywhere in 
the wuriiJ in able 10 respond lo .» 

Us .in we would like to 
because a crisis is by definition an 
Momnl mot, But we were able 
to get a ship down there anticipat¬ 
ing the kind of problems that were 
gome to arise once the waters 
receded - disease, malnutrition 
and all the other problems that 
occur when k>t.s of people have 
been displaced from tneir homes. 

“Having a ship full of fresh 


water, fuel, medicines and so on 
made a very considerable differ¬ 
ence and to that extent we INN 
ahead of the game in terms of deci¬ 
sion making.* 

In a wide-ranging interview Mr 
Hoon gave assurances on the 
integrity of the Navy's future 
equipment pnigramme - described 
by the First Sea Lord as the best 
he oould remember - and the 
prospects of it being delivered on 
schedule, as well as on the Navy's 
ability to keep up its commitments. 

“Tncrc isn't tfic slightest sugges¬ 
tion that that equipment pro¬ 
gramme is at risk. It is something 
that I and other ministers and my 
predecessor arc rather proud of. 

"It’l an cxscnti.il element in the 
Strategic Defence Review and an 
essential element «»! equipping the 
Armed Forces to do tnc kinds of 
tasks that we judged were neces¬ 
sary at the time 

“We want to take that forward. 
It is an cxcitinp programme - it ful¬ 
fils our commitment to modernisa¬ 
tion. to change and to improve¬ 
ment as far as equipment ts con¬ 
cerned. We want to gel it done. 

“And I am increasingly confident 
we can get more and more of our 
equipment on time - that is the 
whole point about Smart 
Procurement. I think it is begin¬ 
ning to show results. 

“I accept it's atill early 
days yet, but I think we are 
getting the work in on time 
in a way that was unimagin¬ 
able ten years ago. 

“Each lesson we learn in a sense 
is improving that prospect, but this 
is a change of culture here and 
changes of culture don't occur 
overnight.'* 

Even so, recent stories about 
fuel shortages forcing ships to stay 


in port begged the question of 
whether the Navy would he able to 
maintain its current force and 
activity levels. 

“It is always necessary to try and 
maintain an appropriate balance 
between deployments and exercis¬ 
ing as well as the appropriate peri¬ 
ods of recovery - and getting that 
- 

commanding officers have to fulfil. 

“Inevitably, when we have had a 
deployment like Kosovo it docs 
make for difficulties in relation to 
the training kind of activities that 
we would tiormallv eiMCf t«> 
undertake Hut that is what our 
Armed Forces arc for - to he avail¬ 
able when there arc these difficul¬ 
ties in the world where thev can go 
and do what they do my well. 

“And there is a price to pay for 
that - you can't exercise to the 
extent that you might normally do. 
Hut we've addressed that, we’ve 
sorted out the question of commit¬ 
ments - and we ought lo be able to 
get hack to a rather more regular 
pattern of existence 


A s you will know, a num¬ 
ber of those stories on 
fuel as far as the Navy 
wax concerned were, 
frankly, fantasy. Obviously a 
devolved budget does mean that 
individual budget-holder* have lo 
make decisions as to how best they 
can manage that budget in the 
course of a year, and that has had 
some consequences for certain 
deployments 

l l am sorry you weren't able lo 
do as much as was originally 
planned, but nevertheless on haf- 
ancc we have an extremely effec¬ 
tive set of Armed Forces, an 
cxtrcmclv good Navy > and I think 
they really need judging on what 



• TIMELY INTERVENTION: A Silking of 820 Nava! Air Squadron embarked in RFA Fori George 
arrives at the village of liha Chiloane, Mozambique to deliver food and tents. The ship carried some 
250 tonnes of aid to be landed by aircraft and boats. 


they do rather than on whut com¬ 
mentators might think they should 
do. because what they do they do 
extraordinarily well. 

M I think there is a tremendous 
support in the country for the 
Armed Forces, but I think it is pan 
of our job collectively to make sure 
that people arc well aware of 
what's going on and we do our 
level best to do that - hut again, 
without whingeing about it. Mime- 
times the newspapers are rather 
more interested in things that they 
believe arc going wrong rather 
than in the excellent things that arc 
going right." 

There was heavy emphasis on 
“lointcry" in the SDR and Mr 
lloon foresaw a movement 


towards greater consistency - “but 
without in any way breaking down 
the fundamental principle of the 
three Services". 

“Hut lointcry is part ol modern 
Service life and that will have con¬ 
sequences for the individuals 
involved in it simply because if they 
arc doing a similar son of job they 
ought to he doing it in similar sons 
of condfitions and I think that is 
hound to push things along." 

Did that mean there would be a 
reduction in the number of train¬ 
ing C : In’ 

“Well. I'm not making any pro¬ 
nouncements about that today - 
hut ccnainly the more the training, 
the exercising and then the deploy• 
ments arc done jointly, the more 


sensible that is. 

“We arc at the early stages - I 
talked about a change of culture in 
relation to Smart Procurement. 
This docs involve a considerable 
change of approach hut there isn’t 
any scasc in which in the fullness of 
time, if you've got this kind of joint 
operation, you don't also train and 
educate people together to do the 
same job. Because frankly, if you 
don't do that you're denying them 
one important element of the join- 
ten thal we want lo see operate so 
successfully. 

“But I’m not making any com¬ 
ment on particular establishments 
at this stage because that is not for 
the moment on the agenda. 
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‘Lab of the sea’ 
yields answers 


I f a scientist was given a 
blank sheet of paper and 
asked to design an under¬ 
water test facility from 
scratch, the final result would 
probably be pretty close to 
A UTeC. 

The American Department of 
Defense range, run by contractors 
Raytheon, is situated on the east 
coast of Andros Island- in the 
Bahamas, 

Andros is an unspoiled, quiet 
backwater, unencumbered by the 
tourist trade of nearby Nassau, 
and there is futle passing shipping 
as swathes of surrounding water 
are loo shallow for navigation. 
Currents arc slow and pre¬ 
dictable, and a chain of islands to 
the east blocks the Atlantic swell, 
resulting in sea conditions which 
range from flat calm to ehoppv. 
The clinching factor is that just 
offshore, beyond the coral reef, 
the sea bed plunges thousands of 
feet into the Tongue of the Ocean 
(TOTO), a unique deepwater 
basin 100 mites tong by 20 mites. 

More than 2,000 metres deep in 
places, TOTO is so wired up with 
sensors that it has been dubbed 
the laboratory in the sea. 

Whether it is an aircraft drop¬ 
ping a torpedo, a submarine evad¬ 
ing detection or a frigate hunting 
its prey, all arc tracked and 


recorded with precision, allowing 
every aspect of a trial to be 
replayed and analysed back on 
shore or in the UK. 

The result is that a ship can go 
through its paces under dose elec¬ 
tronic scrutiny, and submarines 
have all the space they need to 
twist and turn away from sonar 
and torpedoes. 

Facilities ashore arc fairly basic, 
with one well-stocked shop and a 
handful of bars and eating-pi aces, 
and most people get around the 
dusty roads on bikes or electric 
golf buggies 

The AUTEC range is used 
extensively by the US Navy, but 
for part of each year the facility Ls 
all but taken over by the British- 

The Royal Navy is, naturally, 
the key player, bringing expertise 
to bear both on shore and afloat, 
and providing the most important 
element of the whole operation - 
hulls, in the ease of Operation 
Creates Havoc, Type 23 frigate 
I IMS Norfolk and Swifisu re-class 
submarine HMS Supcrtb. 

Bids arc invited well in advance 
from defence contractors, so that 
the complex programme of trials 
can be mapped out, and the logis¬ 
tical and personnel end of things 
arc handled by DERA, who main¬ 
tain offices in both AUTEC and 
Cape Canaveral throughout each 
operation (see below). 


British trials serials push 
AUTEC staff hard, but the 18- 
strong USN contingent which 
mans the base, alongside the 400 
or so Raytheon staff who work 
with the British during the opera¬ 
tion, rarely complain. 

As Cdr Steve Hyman U5N, the 
Commanding Officer of the facili¬ 
ty, said: “tfs nice to see the Brits 
here - we arc always happy to see 
them come.* 


N O ONE is ever going to 
persuade you that the 
Bahamas is a terrible 
place to work. 

Warm, clear sea, white sandy 
beaches and relentless sunshine add 
up to most people's idea of a imp!- 
cal paradise. 

So the RN personnel, civil servants 
and defence contractors who make up 
the ever-changing Naval Party 101! have 
a hard time convincing folks back home 
that it's not simply fun in the sun. 

“People think that because it f s the 
Bahamas, if s a jolly, hut the average working 
day for the range and here in the control cen¬ 
tre is going to be around 18 hours. An awful 
lot of work is done,* said WO Tim Capel. 
First Lieutenant of NP101 L 
Ami its for those at the heart of the trials - 
on this occasion, the men and women of HM 
ships Norfolk and Superb - the reward for 
weeks of tedious sweeps up and down the 
longue of the Ocean (TOTO), mostly out of 
sight of land, Ls the occasional snatched day 
or two ashore. 

Everyone involved in the British operation 
automatically comes under the wing of Naval 
Party toil, whose Commanding Officer - Li 


A stint oi 
no picnic 




• Occupational hazard: the three-man 
AUTEC team at Cape Canaveral share 
the base with wildlife such as alligators . 


Cdr Bob Mann ion 
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Trials allow Navy 
to develop tactics 


F OR MANY Brits working 
at AUTEC the focus is on 
how the hardware per¬ 
forms - but for the Navy 
there is a bonus. 

While new developments are 
tested and new systems blood¬ 
ed, the men and women on board 
HM ships Norfolk and Superb 
have a golden opportunity to get 
in plenty of training, qualify in 
technical skills - and practise 
tactics which can cope with cut¬ 
ting-edge technology. 

“AUTEC still provides the 
Navy with a deep-water range, 
with excellent tracking facilities 
and a well-established Infra¬ 
structure to support UK trials," 
said WO Tim Capel, 

"UK operations at AUTEC are 
becoming more varied, and the 
intensity of work Is as high as It 
has ever been. 

“Despite the fact that the RN is 
shrinking, the need to conduct 
trials on tactical matters and 
equipment does not diminish, 
and some of these trials - Wizard 


and Lampas, for example - are 
very much cutting edge." 

The MWC team Is aware of the 
value of the assets placed at its 
disposal - exclusive use of a 
frigate and submarine is not to 
be sniffed at - but is certain that 
time spent on range is worth¬ 
while. 

Cdr Andy McKendrick, Officer 
Commanding Exercise, said: 
“This is an opportunity to do tac¬ 
tical Fleet work, but it tends to be 
secondary to equipment-proving 
trials. 

“Ideally, we would aim to opti¬ 
mise the trials; with MWC 
Involvement we bring a warfare 
knowledge to bear and make use 
of this for tactical purposes. 

“We keep fighting our comer 
to get more and more tactical 
work done here. 

“ft is a tracked range, after all ** 
you can remove the safety prob¬ 
lems of open oceans and some 
other ranges because you know 
exactly where everyone is at any 
given time." 


and as well as 747s they ended 


F OR much of the year the biggest 
threat to DERA staff at the Fraser site 
in Portsmouth probably comes from 
midges. 

But for several weeks, they have to start tak¬ 
ing sharks, jellyfish and alligators into account. 

A small team, mainly based at the former 
gunnery range a! Eastney, cranks the AUTEC 
logistics machine into action and then keeps it 
running, maintaining a link that stretches from 
the UK to Florida and on to the Bahamas. 

The three-man team at Cape Canaveral 
forms the trans-shipment point, ensuring 
equipment large and small appears at the allot¬ 
ted time in the allotted place. 

That's no mean feat when the equipment 
includes the Navy's latest aircraft, the Merlin 
helicopter, and torpedoes, as well as items vital 
to the effective staging of major trials. 

The Merlins, flown in AUTEC by three three- 
man Navy operational development crews, 
were a logistics headache all on their own. 

They were taken to Southampton where they 
were stripped down and put on to a ship. 

On arrival at Brunswick in Georgia, the 
machines were off-loaded, rebuilt and flown 
down to Andros Island via West Palm Beach. 

The RAF is a major component of the link, 
providing Hercules air transport where possi¬ 
ble - but sometimes Barry Whybrow, UK 
AUTEC Support Manager, and his two cot- 
tea gues have to use their initiative. 

Last year they needed to charter large trans¬ 


port aircraft 
up with a Russian Antonov, which caused 
some consternation to the Americans on the 
base. 

The air-conditioned office, very close to the 
launch-pad for the first American manned 
orbital space flight, is within reach of berths at 
Port Canaveral, where HMS Norfolk and HMS 
Superb both called in for pre-AUTEC modifica¬ 
tion work. 

It is also slap-bang in the middle of a wildlife 
haven, and staff have to be alert to alligators 
which lurk in the nearby culverts, rattlesnakes, 
and armadilloes which make suicidal dashes 
across the quiet roads. 

Anything which cannot be flown out to 
Andros must wait for the weekly barge, which 
takes two days to amble across the Straits of 
Florida. 

The DERA team at AUTEC itself, headed by 
Janet MacMillan as Facility Manager, has to 
solve the almost dally problems of prioritising 
seats on the twice-daily flight to the mainland, 
finding accommodation for the Naval Party, 
and acting as the support link between the 
Navy, UK contractors and US staff at the base. 

Largely driven by the needs of the Navy, 
which is looking to squeeze as much as possi¬ 
ble out of its time on the range, flexibility is a 
way of life to the team. 

But the rewards are tempting, with the British 
temporary community making the most of their 
limited spare time by enjoying the occasional 
drink on the beach. 


NEXT MONTH: HMS Superb plays hard to get as HMS Nor 
Navy Merlin helicopters go through their paces. 
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Terms of reference 


AUTCO: AUTEC Co-ordination Officer {RN} 
AUTEC: Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation 
Centre 

Boldface: Tactical Stingray torpedo trials 
PER A: Defence Evaluation and Research Agency 
Larnpas: Torpedo defence trials 
IflWC: Maritime Warfare Centre, whose staff run 
the AUTEC operation 

NP1011; Naval Party 1011, the umbrella organi¬ 
sation for UK staff at AUTEC 
Rheostat: Type 23 frigate noise signature study 
TOTQ: Tongue of the Ocean 
Wizard: Merlin helicopter acceptance trials 


• On the beach: AUTEC's Beach House is a focal point for 
the limited social life of Andros Island, The bar was the 
venue for the British horse-racing charity night during 
Operation Creates Havoc , when around £1>300 was raised 


A among those who survived being sandblasted by a stiff 
r onshore breeze . 


• Under scrutiny: Royal 
Navy Merlins stand ready in 
the hazy morning sunshine 
for another serial In the 
intensive trials programme 
carried out In the Bahamas 
during Operation Creates 

HaVOC. Pirftjtm l nr'jf/irvrf Ki.tfim 


n the AUTEC range in the Bahamas is 
; in the sun. MIKE GRAY reports. 
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in is run by a small 
le Maritime Warfare 
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aircraft, which picks up the information and 
carries out the attack - “the only aircraft type 
in the world which can achieve silent anti¬ 
submarine warfare,” said Peter Osborne, 

The Naw helicopters have also been pnw- 
ing very reliable: “We have not missed a sin¬ 
gle range slot, and met every range slot on 
time,” he added. 

Two visitors during the trials were more 
interested in people rather than hardware. 
Fleet Recreation Officer Li Cdr Roger 
Saynor and WO Tommy Johnson took the 
opportunity to ensure the sports equipment 
belonging to (he Naval Party - including 
dinghies - was up to scratch, and to advise on 
matters ranging from preparing for the RN 
Fitness Test to organising competitions. 

The pair also visited the local school, 
where they coached the youngsters in basic 
games, and took them for sailing sessions in 
the dinghies - community work which was 
highly praised by staff at the school 


• Sailing's a drag: Lt Cdr 
Roger Saynor t Fleet Recrea¬ 
tion Officer i takes one of the 
Navy f s dinghies into the 
sheltered breakwater fo 
give local children sailing 
lessons at AUTEC, 


• Calm seas: HM$ Norfolk 
during a rare quiet moment 
In the calm waters of the 
Tongue of the Ocean at 
AUTEC on Andros Island, 

Picture: Locktit&d Martin 
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( UR WET nurse weaved and ducked his way 
f Wound the heaving and swaying hammocks. 

'Wakey, wakey, rise and shinef he bawled. We 
didn't require much waking. It had been an awful first 
night at sea *,. 

"I've a cure for you lot - follow me!” We followed him 
along alleyways and stairways, stepping over bodies that 
had tong given in to empty stomachs. At last we emerged on 
to the open deck. The North Atlantic in January was, for us, 
a sight to behold! 

"Follow mer he roared, adding, "Hold on to the handrail!" 
We needed no telling to do this, and a very scared bunch of 
would-be sailors gripped the handrail that ran around the 
deck housing, hanging on to it for dear life. Hand over hand 
we followed our wet nurse, 

"Far enough!" He uncoiled the line that he carried over his 
shoulder. "Stand up straight then!” he roared above the wind 
and waves. He passed the rope around each waist, all 20 or 
so of us, tying it off to the handrali as he passed round the 
last waist. 

The stern of the Andes seemed to lift out of the Atlantic, 
and mountains of water passed beneath us as the propellers 


made a roar like thunder as they lifted clear of the sea. Grey 
skies and grey mountains of water seemed to come charging 
at us as we stood tied to the handrail. ‘Til be back in an hour 
to see how you all are! You'll be better for some fresh air 
inside you." 

Miracles do sometimes happen. For me and for most of us, 
one happened as we were tied up to that handrail. I couldn’t 
believe it when I found myself feeling better and losing that 
empty horrible feeling in my stomach that had been with me 
all night and most of the morning. 

Thankfully ft was going, as I felt the warmth and colour 
come flooding back to my face. No doubt about ft, I was 
starting to fee! my sea legs, that was for sure. 

Old Starkey was back, as promised, an hour later and 
untied us. Half an hour later we found our way below and, as 
if we owned the place, strolled into an almost empty dining 
hall and scoffed as much breakfast as we liked ... 

- From Heavo, Heavo, Lash up and Stow (Silver Link 
Publishing, £16.99), an evocatively written - and illustrated - 
wartime memoir by Ken Kimberley, who served as a radar 
operator in the escort carrier HMS Arbiter. 


Old-fashioned look 


still wears well 


A nyone with access to 
cable/satellite TV may 
have noticed the arrival 
of a new film channel, Carlton 
Cinema. A couple of years ago, 
Carlton bought up the old J. 
Arthur Rank company and, as 
you’d expect, their channel is 
full of Rank mate rial, some of 
it unseen for many years. 

For Freedom b not what you'd 
call a movie classic, hut it’s well 
worth a look, cspcially for readers 
of Navy News. 

The film was hastily thrown 
together during the "Phoney War' 
period in early 1940 and was 
intended primarily as a morale- 
booster h was released in June, 
the month of Dunkirk and the fall 
of France, when morale needed all 
the boosting h could gel. 

The first half seeks to explain 
the origins of the war via the work 
of a net tonal newsreel company 
headed by Wilt Fyffc, a popular 
comedian of the day: pretty feeble 
stuff this, though full of fascinat¬ 
ing actuality material. But around 
the halfway mark the film sidelines 
Will Fyffc and proceeds to a docu¬ 
mentary reconstruction of the fight 
in ihe South Atlantic in December 
1939 between the light cruisers 
Ajax, Achilles and Excicr and ihe 
German pockel battleship Graf 
Spec. The same action was covered 
in The Battle of ihe River Plate, a 
big Ifcchnicolourcd epic 16 years 
later. But this version is perhaps of 
greater Interest, since some of the 
actual personnel involved took 
part in the reconstruction - only 
weeks after the real thing. 

The film adds a postscript, re- 
staging the boarding on February 


17 of the Graf Spec’s supply ship 
the A Urn ark, and the freeing of 300 
British prisoners; and a post-post¬ 
script showing the parade through 
London on February 23 of ihe Ajax 
and Exeter ships’ companies. 

It concludes with a musing 
speech by Winston Churchill, at 
the time still i/c The Admiralty. 

In terms of modem technique, 
the picture is ramshackle and a hit 
quaint. But the way it was pro¬ 
duced on the fly, following a real- 
life script with new pages arriving 
each day, lends it urgency and a 
certain authenticity. Certainly it’s 
worth monitoring the Carlton 
schedules for the next repeat. 

Besides, old-fashioned movies 
still get made today: take a look at 
Any 1 Given Sunday. This covers 
the season of an American football 
team, the Miami Sharks. When we 
first meet them, the Sharks arc in 
big trouble, plagued bv injury, bad 
luck and internal politics. 

But you know what’s going to 
happen. Here's the new player, 
brilliant but selfish. Here's the vet¬ 
eran coach (AJ Pacino, chewing the 
scenery) who teaches him what it 
means to be part of a team. And 
here T s that final game: the pitch lit¬ 
tered with gouged-out eyeballs 
(this it an Oliver Stone movie). At 
having apoplexy on the touch line, 
three points down and only four 
seconds on the clock . , , By com¬ 
parison, For Freedom looks posi¬ 
tively avant-garde. It’s enjoyable, if 
you can surrender to ihe hokum, 
though it has no business being 150 
minutes tong. 

Sole surprise is the casting of the 
mdtmgly lovely Cameron Dta* as 
the team’s unscrupulous owner 
("That woman would eat her 
young!" exclaims guest star 


Charlton Heston), The sight of 
gorgeous Cameron in a changing 
room full of spectacularly naked 
blokes does have a certain piquan- 


TO MARK the 50th 
anniversary of RN air¬ 
craft carrier operations 
In Korea, the RN 
Philatelic Society is to 
issue a limited edition of 
760 commemorative cov¬ 
ers on June 25. 

Each will contain a 
short history and five 
double-sided photocards 
featuring HMS Triumph, 
Theseus, Glory, Ocean 
and Unicorn on deploy¬ 
ment In Korean waters. 
All covers will bear the 
77p Isle of Man stamp 
featuring the most deco¬ 
rated Merchant Navy offi¬ 
cer from the island, John 
Watterson, who served in 
10MSP ss Tynwald, and 
Sir Winston Churchill, 
who was Prime Minister 
for most of the Korean 
War period. 

For further details 
write to the RNPS at 19, 
College Road, HM Naval 
Base, Portsmouth, PQ1 
3EU. 


B: Bone chins 
Simon of the 
Amethyst mug 
Tells the story of 
Simon's brave life 
UK Price £8,99 
0/Seas Price £9,74 


0: Royal Navy 
Crown Piacemats 
and Coasters 
Available \n Red, Blue and 
Green these high quality 
piacemats & coasters 
feature the Royal Navy 
Crown in Gold 
UK Price £39.99 
O/Seas Price £40.99 

Calling alt Navy News ’ Subscribers - Did you know - that by quoting your unique subscriber number, you can take 
advantage Of our 117% discount oft any of Navy News'own promotional items advertised throughout the paper. 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 

The Business Manager (JS0S/00), Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 

Telephone: 02392 733558 or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/tmemationaf Money Odor in £ Storting and drawn on UK bank or for payment by credit caidtewttch. 

UK & Abroad, please use The coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE . 


by Bob Baker 
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At Your Leisure 



Trafalgar hero's tale stranger than fiction - 


IT’S Sharpe's Trafalgar now - the man gets everywhere, 
doesn't he? 

In an historical note at the end of his latest novel 
(HarperCoilins £16*99) about the ralsed-from-the-ranks 
Rifleman officer played by Sean Bean on the telly, Bernard 
Cornwell admits he really had no business being there. 

But he had to travel home from India and Cape Trafalgar lies 
not far from the route he would have taken and he might well 
have passed it on or about October 21,180S. 

So there you are. in any case, if Sharpe had no business 
being there, then Admiral Villeneuve, commander of the com¬ 
bined French and Spanish fleets, had even less* The great fleet 
had been gathered to cover the invasion of Britain, for which 
Napoleon had assembled his Grand Army near Boulogne, The 
British blockade and the weather combined to keep the enemy 
in port, except for a foray across the Atlantic by which 
Villeneuve hoped to draw Nelson away from the English coast* 

The foray failed, Villeneuve had put into Cadiz, and there he 


was trapped. Napoleon abandoned his Invasion plans and 
marched his army east towards its great victory at Austerlitz* 
The French and Spanish fleet was now an irrelevance, but 
Napoleon, furious with Villeneuve, sent a replacement admiral 
and It seems likely that Villeneuve, knowing that he faced dis* 
grace and eager to justify his existence before his replacement 
reached Cadiz, put to sea. 

The rest, as they say, is history* We won't spoil your enjoy¬ 
ment by going into the fiction, but did any man (besides 
Richard Sharpe, of course) serve at both Trafalgar and 
Waterloo? 

Bernard Cornwell knows of only one, "Don Miguel Ricardo 
Maria Juan de la Mata Domingo Vincentre Ferre Alava de 
Esquivel, mercifully known as Miguel de Alava, was an officer 
in the Spanish navy in 1B05 and served aboard the Spanish 
admiral's flagship Principe de Asturias. 

"That ship fought nobly at Trafalgar and, though she was 
badly hurt, managed to avoid capture and escaped back to 
Cadiz. Four years later Alava had become an officer in the 


Spanish army. Spain had changed sides by then and the 
Spanish army was allied with the British under Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, the future Duke of Wellington, as it fought in the 
Peninsula, and General de Alava was appointed Wellington's 
Spanish liaison officer and the two became extremely close 
friends, a friendship that endured till their deaths. 

"De Alava stayed with Wellington until the end of the 
Peninsular War when he was appointed the Spanish 
Ambassador to the Netherlands and so was able to join the 
allies at the Battle of Waterloo where he remained at 
Wellington's side throughout the day. 

"He had no need to be there, yet his presence was undoubt¬ 
edly a help to Wellington who trusted de Alava h s judgement and 
valued his advice. Nearly all of Wellington's aides were killed or 
wounded, yet he and de Alava survived unhurt. So Miguel de 
Alava fought against the British at Trafalgar and for them at 
Waterloo, a strange career indeed*" 

You couldn't make it up. could you? 



M ILITARY blunders don't come much bigger than the 
one perpetrated by Admiral Sir George Tryon, com¬ 
mander of the British Mediterranean Fleet* on June 
22, 1893 as he was cruising off the coast of Lebanon, To 
order a manoeuvre that sinks the fleet flagship from under 
your feet takes some beating. 

The 11 battleships of the fleet were cruising in two divi¬ 
sions, one headed by Tryon in the Victoria and the other 
by Rear Admiral Albert Markham in the Camperdown. it 
was a hot, drowsy day and Tryon decided to get everybody 
on their toes by issuing an order for the two columns to 
reverse direction by turning inwards just six cables apart. 
Eight was the minimum to allow the ironclads to safely 
pass each other - but Markham didn't argue. 

And so his ship rammed the Victoria, sending her to the 
bottom with the loss of 357 lives, including that of Sir 
George, who appears to have decided it was the hon¬ 
ourable thing to do even though It was not the normal tra¬ 
dition for admirals, as well as captain, to go down with 
their ships. 

# A French engraving of the loss of HMS Victoria, from 
Great Military Blunders (Channel 4 Books £18*99) by 
Geoffrey Regan, accompanying the TV series of the same 
name* 


This Months Book Bargains 

THE ROYAL NAVY IN WWII (Jackson) 

WasE21,45 Now £9.96 
E - BOAT AUflt - Defending the Normandy 


flew photo's 
from Old! 


The Pentland Press 

tjdiabarjgti t’snaUidtfr [tortum US 
Established pubfcslwr wtjtoomes 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original Image. 
Repairs from: £19*99 
Enlargements from; £6,00 

Quantum imaging 

freepost *0007? (no stomp req) 
PO ¥$ox 84, GgHam. 

Surrey. W2QB&R 

TEL: Of 73* 430607 


Write tor detads or send your nutnusOpt to: 
Pontland Pres* (NN), 1 Hutton do*#* 
South Church* Durham DL14 6XG 

Tel; 01308 776555 Fax: 01306 776766 


MARITIME BOOKS 

Lodge Hill, liskeard PU4 4EL 
Tel; 01579 343863 Fax; 01579 346747 


NAVAL AND MARmME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS ■ MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 1<M (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE65HL 
Telephone; 0191 265 6333 


www.navybooks.com 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 
1919-1994 
now with addendum 
1995-1998 

A !wi»oluiar mvak fn Isardbudt with 
addendum. Fell colour 
printing of over 1720 approved 
Pattern badge* for Ships. Shore 
Ksta httvhmcnts und K*K .\\ together 
with A brief text for errn badge, full 
index and gjc#s*rr of heraldic letter*. 
154 UK, P4J- !U1CJ AvnUablr from 
maritime bookshop*, or front; 

STONE FRIGATE 

17, Aldington Drive* Strood, Kent. 

ME2 3SR 

Tel. 01834-711167 for further 
information 


HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN A BOOK? 

We ate an exclusive independent 
publishing company currently 
seeking to extend our lists , 

Write with details of your book to: 

TMC (N), Whitworth Hall, 
Spcrniymoor* County 
Durham, DL16 7QX 

Teh 01388 768973 
fax: 01388 768974 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
suhjccts, No obligation or SAE 
required* Contact; 22, Fords Close* 
Bledlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 
HP 14 4AR Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax; (01494)481121. 
mart i n bp- bookfriders .co,u k 


‘Hidden wound’ of 
combat surgeons 


"JIMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Idea! birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
a spec is of GANGES before 
demolition. Owe tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S* GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen?) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Talcs of the T.RXLG/SJ 
S.A E details Douglas Use. IVmuarth 
Redruth. Cornwall TK16 6NX 


BOOKFINDING SERVICE. 

Out-of-Print titles. Naval and maritime 
and war hooks, and all other .subjects. 
Details from: Barlow Mtxw Books, 
29 Church wood Road* Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 6TZ. 


siderations - such as post traumatic stress disorder* 
cases of which were common, particularly among 
Welsh Guardsmen who survived the Bluff Cove disas¬ 
ter. 

Counselling for FTSD had greatly developed since 
1945* largely because of total acceptance by the mili¬ 
tary medical professionals that suen a condition actu¬ 
ally existed. 

Tbday there is also the chemical and biological 
threat - and the threat alone does damage enough. As 
Capt Chris Craig, the senior RN officer in the Gulf 
War noted; “The emotional preoccupation with chem¬ 
ical weapons was out of proportion with their real 
threat, hut such is the nature of the unknown.” 

In his highly readable and closely researched study 
of Combat Surgeons (Sutton £20), John Laffin con¬ 
cludes that while they become accustomed to disease, 
wounds, and their treatment, they are always con¬ 
scious of the suffering and pain they witness. Most 
people give no thought whatever to what this docs to 
the surgeons. This, as he says, Ls their own “hidden 
w'ound*, 


DURING the Seven Years War of 1756-63* of 
the 185,000 men raised for service in the Royal 
Navy no fewer than 135,000 died of disease* with 
‘ cause. 


—-1 TIGER, LION & BLAKE 

I jfc 1942-198* 

•" 11 1 r The Navy's I^ast Cruisers 

pT £L ' ll YlSHIlHj nr%irtccn chapter* of highly readable text tell 
1 (be \1<,wy of the Royal Navy*s Um big-gun 
& cruisers from ihc laying down of the hulls to their 
arrival at the breaker's yard. The text is enlivened 
hy rmrmcwics from those wki served in the ships 
. ihcrc are over 110 black A white and seven 

colour photographs. Foreword by Rear-Admiral Michael Stacey CB* Tiger’s 
commanding officer 1973-1975. Hardback. wiih full colour laminated duvi jacket. 
Erie* £21 .50 plus p&p IS BN I 901225 0.1 8 

Also Still Available: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 I Hardback 1 £18.95 phi* pAp incwiy reproved* 

HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 (Hardback) £2 LOO plu* pAp 
HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 \ Hardback I £16-95 plus p&p 
THREE ARK ROYAlS 1938-1999 (Hardback! £23.00 pirn p&p 

(Vue akl £2-50 p*p fue ihe UX A EU or £4.00 fur voirkhunle smrfwc noil Pjjyfnci* by 
Merlin^ rimiuc. p<»ul ofller. « hjf V1SAA4ASTERCARB* T ekph a m/ fa order*. aek'otiKd. 

Freni VAS PUBIJCATIONS, 17 W^nam lane, Cheltcnhwn. Glre GL51 
Trf/T-'jn (U242 380290. or order frv*n prrJ hxAdvif*. Allow 2 1 tUy* for delivery, 


scurvy as the 

A century- utter* medical science had advanced 
somewhat - hut even then eruptive fevers were twice 
as prevalent in the Navy as in the Army (probably 
because this Service had more boys at that period of 
life when eruptive fevers arc more common). 

Rheumatism was. not surprisingly, the worst Naval 
scourge. Measles w-as rife in the Navy in 1860 and 
1867, scarlet fever in 1861 and 1863* smallpox in I860 
and 1864. 

Hie incidence of dysentery' and diarrhoea was high¬ 
er in the Navy in this pc run], too. because of poorer 
diet and exposure of sailors to wet and cold. Erysipelas 
probably came about because of mmr ventilation. 

By the time of the Rdklands War, another century 
or so on, death from disease in foreign parts was prac¬ 
tically unknown - w'ith a survival rate of those wound¬ 
ed in action to match* 

By this time attention was being paid to other con- 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 

Have you or you: family a story you 
vs. i\h tu Uujt? Ixt RDP product- it. 
Our ^pccialm publishing service will 
criwure (he higher professional Sudanis 


Bernard Dumford Publishing 

The Old Muveum* Brwnber. W wt Siaw 
HN 44 3WR, United Kmwimn 
Tei: 019113 8(6*77 V«: 019W 816*55 


To advertise... 
Ring Debbie Stirman 
on 02392 725062 
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M VAST YE landlubbers, we be in this great place 

M\ they call Canada. 1 be having a wonderful time in 
^^mthis ’ere Quebec. 

There be these huge ships what carry people who are 
doing nothing but enjoying themselves. Me crew say they 
are called cruise ships. 

I be talking to the Captain of one of them and right smart 
he looked too. He be wearing a white suit, I’d get grubby 
if I wore one of them on this ere ship! 

But he be a good man and invited me to what he called 
a cocktail party. I had to smarten myself up though and I 
couldn’t take Fidget along with me. The party was alright 
but that there party food wasn’t enough to feed a ship's 
rat! The grog was good though. Be seeing you soon! 


NEWSFLASH 

Spring is here and Summer is 
just around the comer. This 
is the time when lots of 
exciting events are going on. Watch 
this space for news of some 
exciting places to go! 

Chatham Navy Days, May 
27 to May 29, HMS 
Collingwood Fun Day, June 17. 


May 

birthdays 


B ERT the Deck Hand is the oldest person on the ship, except 
for Captain Plank who is so old he won’t tell us his real age! 
Because Bert has been around for so long he knows all sorts 
of things and keeps them written down in his Big Book. 

Bert loves looking things up in his Big Book so if you have a question about some¬ 
thing why don’t you ask Bert? Katie from Portsmouth wrote to Bert to ask what a 
gibbon is. Bert looked-up ’gibbon’ and this is what it said, 

“1 came across gibbons 
6*—i M3 when 1 was in South Asia. 

small apes, 


MANY Happy returns to the 
following Gang Plank Club 
members who have birth¬ 
days in May: 

Alans Harris, Hannah Lewis, 
Gareth Williams, Kayleigh 
Dytfa, Richard Pugh, Scott 
Sutton, Natalie Humphries, 
Samuel Taylor, Jessica 
Desmond, Keith Higman, 
Joseph Stray, Tara Ward, 
Cailum Miller, Scott Farwell, 
Marc Ball, Andrew Ball, Jack 
Hawksworth, Kenneth 

Saunders, Rebecca Farrest, 
Harry Bailey, Kirsty Jowte- 
Morgan, Benjamin Rfadleotorv, 
Polly Welch, Jennifer 
Gallagher, Carl Turner, Lee 
Townsend, Keeley Wainwrloht, 
Gemma Parkin, Sophie 
Thomas, Joe Creighton, 
Oarren Bowman, Claire Chipp, 
Nathan PhiiMps, Michael 
Teidmsn* Victoria Martin, 
Jonathon Grednall, Joseph 
Wright, Jonathan Clayton, 
Robert Brown, James Warren, 
2era Dulling, Kristian Behiing, 
Thomas Newton, Daniel Woo, 
2oe Hall, Kelly 0‘Grady, Zm 
O‘Grady, Danny Lewis, Oliver 
Turner, Marianne Baird, Rory 
Spicer. Robert Sawyer, Becky 
Clayton. Adam Carter, Emma 
Batchelor, Charlotte Navltt, 
Richard Churchill. Sophie 
Kirby, Constance Malcolm, 
William Hopper, Adam 
Mitchell, Tamar Elderton, 
Charlotte Lockyer, Ricki 
Shepherd, Michael Clare, 
Deborah Ling, Alex McCue, 
James Cooper. Jordan Seldorr, 
Cailum George, Gareth Irwin, 
Gary Mltchelson. Andrew 
Shorter, Joseph Rose, Alistair 
Small man, Richard Mitchell, 
Kerin Wilson, Chery 1-May 
Buque, Sarah Green. Aybie 
Reader, Katie Archer, Bethany 
Hothersall, Lawrence Chichon. 
Cady Ambrose, Sean Moran. 
Matthew Simmance* Alan 
Duncan, Peter Wojcik, Natalie 
Birch, Marc Blackburn, 
Matthew Trotman. Lucy 
Hayward, Clinton Diete-Sprff, 
Abbey MacDonald, Joseph 
Craven, Jack Boarder, Natasha 
Leak, Michael McNiff, Faye 
Masterton, Rosa Denny, David 
Denny, Jade Devenish, Blake 
Hayward, Rebekah Collins, 
Rachel Griffin, Johnny 

Baidacchino, Alexandra 
Roberts. Ashletah Pearson, 

Tanya Ridge. Cailum Kill. 
Bethany Fray, Hannah 

Chadwick, Lewis Rollins, 
James Overend, Johan 

Rietveld and Daniel Sindall. 


U 1 also remember that 
years ago there was a 
record in the pop charts 
called The Funky Gibbon 
by a group of funny men 
called The Goodies!” 

□ To find out what other 
amazing things are in 
Bert's Big Book just write 
your question down and 
send it to Bert’s Big Book, 
The Gang Plank Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, Hampshire, 
POI 3HH. 


They are 
about 45 to 65cm long. 
They have tong arms and 
slim hands.Their fingers 
are hooked so that they 
can swing through the 
trees but on the ground 
they either walk upright 
like humans or run along 
on all fours. 

“I remember hearing a 
gibbon and it made a loud 
whooping noise. 


Tidal Wave wilt set an awesomely wet new standard 
for white knuckle rides. Riders will 'Live through' the 
experience of a » mega wave strike 

tgm f* plunging them 85ft 

through the water. 
hlm-mtwrn thi^question 
correctly and y<. 

.?• family ticket to Thorpe Petit. 

Q: How many feet do you plunge through the water? 

Put your answer on a postcard and send it with your 
name address and membership number to: 

The GangPlank Club, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Closing date for entries - 30th June 2000 

The Editors decision ts final Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible 


AH Aboard... Ivor's About To Depart... 

On general release 1st May 2000 
The Complete Ivor The Engine 

- Your mums and dads will probably remember 
watching the original TV series about Ivor, the very 
special Engine Now you can sea all the episodes on 
one amazing video. 

Send us your name, address and membership number 
on a postcard, and you could win one of these cool 
videos, 

Send to: The Ivor The Engine, 

The GangPlank Club, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Queen Sir eel Portsmouth P01 3HH 
Closing Dale: 31st May 2000 


Universal Pictures 
Video 


THE GANG HAVE SEEM 

c pall^ngeo to a tug o'war 
by 8 iack tack, oh boaad.*—. 


lOF course^ 


Vb< PLANKY- 
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)ust before 8pm, Ehe carrier, escorted by four cruisers and four 
destroyers, is at the launch point 170 miles from Taranto. 


November li, 1940. Italian aircraft sem to look for Royal Navy 
ships are quickly shot down by fighters from HMS Illustrious * 
-so the enemy remains unaware of their approach. 


The Swordfish crews are briefed. They are to fly off in two 
waves and they know they will face a terrible barrage of 
gunfire from the harbour defences and the warships below. 


There is another problem -the Italian ships are protected by 
steel anti-torpedo nets suspended from buoys - so the 
torpedoes have to be set to pass beneath them. 


IF the torpedoes go too deep they will go beneath the keels. If 
this happens a new device called a Duplex pistol should set off 
the explosive charge using the magnetic attraction of the ship. 


At 8.4Spm the first wave of Swordfish led by It Cdr K 
Williamson lumbers off the deck and heads North-West to 
Taranto. 


AS HMS ILLUSTRIOUS moves nearer 
to Taranto, fears grow that the attack 
force will be discovered... 



Pte*S* enroff me as d member of The Get>$ Plank Chtb. 

I enclose * PQfckeque (payable to Navy Mews} for £4,25 


Name 

Address 


Warner home 
Videos 


On general release 17th April 2000 
Tlit Iron Giant - a fantastic arumaied adventure 
starring a 50ft tali robot from out of space and 
Hogarth Hughes, his earth fuand who rescues 
him. A brill story directed by the same man who 
directs the Simpsons ■ wow! 

Send us y0d f name, address and membership 
number on a postcard, and you could be lucky 
and receive one of these fab videos. 

Send to: The Iron Csiafit 
The Gangplank Club, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Queen Street, PortswMth P01 3HH 
Closing Date: 31st May 2000 


The White Ensign Association 

Telephone: 0207 407 8658 Web: www.whiteensign.co.uk 

Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased help on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The ‘Gangplank Club’ is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 


STOP PRESS: 


CAPTAIN PLANK and the crew have just found out 
that there are new rides at both Alton Towers and 
Thorpe Park for the new season* 

Thorpe Park has a ride called Tidal Wave . You 
have to be at least 1.2m tall to go on it hut if you 
do you will be dropping through 85 feet of water! 

At Alton Towers they have used old ruins to 
create a new ride called HEX - The legend of the 
Towers. If sounds very spooky! 


THIS MONTH THE Gang Plank Club have been visiting 
two of the country's top theme parks to see what thrills 
and spills they have to offer. 

The first place they went to was Thorpe Park which is 
on the A320 at Chertsey and can be reached from junc¬ 
tion 11 or 13 of the M25. 


And their next stop was Alton Towers near Uttoxeter, 
just off the M6 which runs between Birmingham and 
Manchester. 


WHAT THE GANG THOUGHT OF THORPE PARK 

Captain Plank loved Thorpe Park: “Although it isn’t as 
big as Alton Towers there are lots of things to do in water. 
There’s even a boat ride to a proper farm!” 

Susie took the young crew to part of the park called 
Ranger Reef, they quite liked it but they thought the 
Fantasy Reef and the watery rides were better. 

Jack thought: “Pirates 4D was amazing! It really was 
like you were on treasure island!" He also loved Thunder 
River and the Flying Fish." 


Win tickets to see the Army and 
Navy rugby match at Twickenham 

THE ROYAL Navy Rugby Association has given us a 
family ticket to see the Army/Navy rugby match at 
Twickenham on May 6. 

it s a great day out and the ticket gives free entry to two 
adults and two children. To stand a chance of winning it, write 
to the Gang Plank Club, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth P01 3HH, 
telling us the score of last year's Army/Navy match at 
Twickenham. Don't forget to include your name and address! 


*..*.**...Postcode 

D.O.B. .... Tel No 


Joined by: Parent 3 Grandparent 1 Other 1 

Do you have any: Brothers O Sisters 3 Ages 3 

special I n tere st* : Sport 3 Music O Film/TV Cl 

Friends 3 Reading 3 


m 


miiwb it 


Send your completed form, together with 
a postal order/cheque for £4.25 to: 

The GangPtank Club 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POl 3HH 

If you would like any further information before applying, 
call 023 92 733558 or 023 92 826040 {24 hr Answerphone) 

Wo will also accept payment by> Visjt, Dettii, Access, Mastercard I 
\ ■■■ ■!» .... ■»! Switchjon^rdent ot_£S,00 or more j 


WHAT THE GANG THOUGHT OF ALTON TOWERS 


Alton Towers is packed full of exciting rides, all organ¬ 
ised into different areas. The gardens are beautiful and 
you can walk in them or see them from the amazing sky 
ride cable car! 


Susie: “I loved the rides at Old MacDonald’s Farm, 
there was lots to see, including real animals!" 

Jack and Gianni were feeling brave and went on some 
of the really scary rides. Jack was big enough to go on 
some of them but Gianni tried them all. 

Jack: “My best ride was the Congo River Rapids, we 
went fast and whirled round and round, it was great fun." 

Gianni: “The rides are super dooper. t went on 
Forbidden Valley and rode on Nemesis. One minute I 
was flying, the next I was upside down - mama mia!" 


Thrilling theme parks 
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Draftv 


Well help you 
realise your 
full potential 


T he last year has 
been an extremely 
busy one for the 
Ratings' Career Manage¬ 
ment Organisation in 
CND. 

The introduction of 
Selective Promotion for all bus 
meant that the boarding sea¬ 
son runs continuously through 
the year. 

In February and March Warrant 
Officer Boards sit* followed in 
May and June by the Leading 
Rale and 20E Boards (running 
concurrently)* 

At the end of June and through¬ 
out July Petty Officers are select¬ 
ed. and then after a brief respite 
for summer leave it is straight into 
CPOs Boards in September and 
October, followed by. last hut not 
least. Charge Chief Boards in 
November. And when the Boards 
are not actually m session, the 
Promotions Office is either 
preparing for the next, or "washing 
up" the last. 

A great deal of effort goes into 
selling up these boardsT Every 
RORRS report form received is 
scrutinised to ensure correctness 
and that recommendations align 
with the written text. 

The numbers game also plays a 
very important part of the process; 
determining how many personnel 
should be selected for promotion 
is a complex process with many 
circumstances to consider. 

These considerations range 
from personnel due for termina¬ 
tion of Service in the next training 
year, extraction for officer and 
artificer training and also increas¬ 
es (or decreases) in the 
Requirement as set by individual 
Branch Managers affecting num¬ 
bers. 

At i he same time as this is hap¬ 
pening promotion dossiers are 
being prepared for presentation to 
the Boards, 

On completion of the promo¬ 
tion round, each Board is invited 
to prtnluee feedback on issues 
such as the quality of eligible can¬ 
didates and the standard of report 
writing. This feedback is then 
included in a Wash Up Report 
that is despatched at the end of 
each Board season. 

This report is extremely impor¬ 
tant and it should filter down to all 
those involved in the report writ¬ 
ing process. The comments and 
guidance it contains should he 
used in future report writing to 
ensure all qualified individuals 



‘Better select some more hoard members, this lot's bushed! ‘ 


receive the fairest chance possible 
for selection at future Boards. 

I he Wash Up Report produced 
in April following after inis year's 
Warrant Officer lioards was par¬ 
ticularly important as these 
Boards were the firs! to use the 
new RORRS Record 3 (S3300c) 
in the selection process. 

Having mentioned RORRS in 
the selection context. It is worth 
clarifying a few misconceptions on 
the use of the appraisal report in 
ihe decision making process. 
Competences have been a source 
of considerable misunderstanding. 

"they are set for a particular job 
in a particular unit, although per¬ 
sonnel carrying out identical jobs 
in similar suuadron ships for 
example, should have similar com¬ 
petences. 

dhus an individual performing 
adequately in a particularly taxing 
job which requires high compe¬ 
tences should not he compared 
with an individual performing well 
above his/her competence in a 
much less onerous joh where the 
required competences are lower. 

With this in mind, the Board 
members arc briefed to avoid 
comparison he tween different 
competence levels am] that it is 
Section 3* the potential section, 
which should guide their selection 
of candidates. 

The ultimate aim of RORRS m 
the promotion process is to ensure 
that the best people are selected 
for promotion first, using merit as 
the major criterion. In the five* 
year transitional phase between 


roster advancement amt selective 
promotion, those personnel at or 
near to the top of frozen rosters 
will be protected by the stepped 
implementation of selective pro* 
motion. 

I he bottom line is that it is 
potential, as reported in the text at 
Section 3 of the appraisal report, 
that is the driving factor to get you 
promoted. 

The RCMO team 

RCMO 

Lt Andy West 2181 

WO (Pro mot ions) 

WO Roger CoMings 23d3 

CPOWTR 

(AdvanoementJ/Office Manager 

CPOWTR Mark Huby 2498 

Promotions Co-ordinator 

LWTR ‘Eric 1 Sykes 2383 

S&S/Medical Promotions 

LWTR Steve Johnson 2458 

Warfare General Service 
Promotions 

LWWTR Rachel Abbott 2382 

Submariners Promotions 

LWWTR Jennifer Catteralt 2458 

Fleet Air Arm/PT/Reg 
Promotions 

LWWTR Louisa Furness 2382 

ME/WEA Promotions 

LWWTR Sarah Padbury 2383 

Advancement (inc Roster 
Queries) 

LWTR Mark Badham 2498 




Situations vacant 


THE NAVAL Drafting Directorate is look¬ 
ing for volunteers for the following : 


POAEM 


KM) 

Gos 


for 


billet at Cosport, Instructor, 


HMS Sultan. A shore 
required 

October for 18 months plus. 

CPOAEA(M) for HMS Sultan. A shore 
billet based in Gosport, Instructor, from 
August for 18 months plus. 

CPOAEA(M) for RAF Wyton. A shore 
billet based In Huntingdon, SHAR !PT t 
required from January for 30 months 
plus. 


ME Ml for HMS Sandown. A sea billet 
based in Faslane until March then in 
Portsmouth. MEMOC billet. Required 
December for 30 months, 

MEM1 for HMS Shetland. A sea billet 
with the Fishery Protection Squadron tn 
Portsmouth, required December for 21 
months. 

MEM1 for HMS Dumbarton Castle. A 
sea billet in the Falkland islands Patrol 
Vessel. MEMOC billet required from 
December for six months. 
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sisting of volleyball, softball, 
football, tug*of*war, half 
marathon and 4 X 100m chain 
of command relay involving the 
COs of each ships. Several 
organised tours were also 
available, including visits to 
the Rainforest and the Aricebo 
Observatory. 

After six days the ship sailed 
to conduct operational work-up 
with the rest of the force, 
including a successful Seawolf 
missile firing against a very low 
level; remotely controlled 
drone. The firing proved the 
Campbeltown's updated 
Seawolf system agamst an 
unusual target in difficult con¬ 
ditions, having completed 
extensive trials of the system 
in home waters last year. 

Then it was back to Roosey 
Roads again to prepare a 
Disaster Relief Exercise for fel¬ 
low SNFL units. This second 
visit also saw the 
Campbeltown's sporting 
prowess being put to the test 
once more, with a convincing 
victory over the Americans on 
the rugby field and success in 
an inter-ship soccer tourna¬ 
ment. Local school children 
were treated to a football 


Plrtut CompUt* and return tat 
Wlma Fogg KGFS 8 Haihrrlrj Strett. Ivndon SWIP2YY 
TeL- 020 7932 0000 


KGFS 


• Above: HMS Campbeltown off Puerto Rico. Inset: Lt Nelson 
instructs Officer Cadets from BRNC Dartmouth. Left: CPOWEA 
Read introduces his CO, Capt Tim Harris * 


D! 


F£ F E N C E 
(Procurement 
Minister Baroness 
Symons watched Royal 
Marines abseil from 
London's Tower Bridge to 
launch the Royal Military 
Tattoo - the Armed Forces 
main Millennium event to 
he held on Horse Guards 
Parade from 10-15 July. 

More than 1,800 personnel 
from alt three Services will take 
part in in six performances of 
what is being billed as a unique 
military spectacular. 

It wifi combine “the most imag¬ 
inative staging, state-of-the-art 
technology, pageantry; son-et- 
(timiere, lasers, fireworks and the 
world's largest mobile video 
screen T 

Speaking at ihc launch party on 


unique and 
memorable 
celebration’ 


board the Type 23 frigate HMS 
Sutherland in the Pool of 
London. Baroness Symons said: 
“II will present one thousand 


Don't miss r/f/si 
J tLv fantastic opportunity to 
experience this unique show! 

% Answer the simple question below and | 

send your answer on a postcard to:* 

Navy News/RM Tattoo 2000 Competition, 

HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

To arrive no later than Friday 9th June 2000, 

HOW MANY PERFORMERS ARE EXPECTED TO 
TAKE PART IN ROYAL MILITARY TATTOO 2000? I 

Tickets are worth ESC each and there will be 

no cash or prize alternative. 5 * At V 

The judges decision Is final. Employees and 
relatives of 'Navy News are Ineligible. 


years of key events in our military 
history, tl will also cover the role 
of our Armed Services as a force 
for good in the world today, and 
provide a glimpse into the future. 

“The Tattoo will combine the 
best of modern production tech¬ 
nology’ and traditional pageantry’ 
to provide a unique and memo¬ 
rable celebration. It will bring 
together personnel from all three 
Services in an event which will 
differ completely in format from 
any military entertainment previ¬ 
ously seen anywhere in this coun¬ 
try. 

“ft will be the first time 
that anything of this magni¬ 
tude and complexity has 
been attempted on Horse 
Guards Parade,” 

The Queen and four senior 
members of the Royal Family will 
take the salute at various perfor¬ 


mances during the week. 

Sponsored by Amev. BAH 
Systems, the Daily Telegraph and 
the Naafi/Warrior Group, each 
two-hour performance will start 
with a fly past. Parachutists will 
drop into the Horse Guards 
arena. 200 horses will charge 
across it. glimpses of history and 
military events will flash by as 
bands from all three Services pro* 
vide musical accompaniment. 

Proceeds will go to King 
Georges Fund for Sailors, the 
Army Benevolent Fund and the 
RAF Benevolent Fund. 

There will be more than 13,000 
seats available on each of the six 
nights with tickets ranging from 
£20-£50. Tel 0870 241 0301 for 
details. There is also an informa¬ 
tion line: 09068 122953 (calls cost 
60p at all times). Website: 
www\ rmtlOOO.m od.ux E*mail: 
enq u i ries(® rmt2000, mtxl.uk 


“DON’T FORGET OUR 

SEAFARERS” 


H MS CAMPBELTOWN, trie first Royal Naval war¬ 
ship to deploy in the new millennium, has 
packed in a lot of activity since she left 
Devonport on January 7 * plus a few days' leisure 
time. 


Trie Type 22 frigate 
relieved HMS Coventry as 
trie UK's representative of 
NATO's Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic, embarking a 
batch of Officer Cadets 
from BRNC Dartmouth for 
their six-week Initial Sea 
Training. 

After rendezvousing with the 
other Northern European SNFL 
units, FGS Niedersachsen, 
HMNLS SJoys Van Treslong 
and BNS Wileingen, the newly- 
formed force took an overnight 
refuelling stop In the Azores 
capital. Ponta de Gada. First 
port of call after crossing the 
Atlantic was at the American 
Naval Base of Roosevelt 
Roads, Puerto Rico, where 
HMCS Atherbaskan, the flag* 
ship, and USS John L. Hall 
joined the force. 

The visit provided the ideal 
opportunity to plan the work up 
phase as well as lay the foun* 
datlons for operating together 
in the coming months. During 
the stay at "Roosey Roads'' 
members of the ship's compa¬ 
ny took full advantage of the 
facilities available. A Force 
Olympiad was organised, con* 


coaching session courtesy of 
CCAEA Llnnaoe and CPOAEA 
Christopher of 810 8 Flight. 

The force sailed with COM- 
5TANAVFORLANT, Rear 

Admiral Morse, embarked in 
Campbeltown. During his time 
on board he presented the 
Lady Fitch Trophy, an annual 
award for providing a service 
of benefit to the ship's compa¬ 
ny, to CPOWEA Read - who 
had established an onboard 
Cyber Cafe funded by the 
Windfall Grant. 

Campbeltown's operational 
tasking began during this peri¬ 
od at sea. Accompanied by the 
SNS Reina Sofia, the last unit 


to join the force, she conduct¬ 
ed counter drugs operations 
before calling at St Thomas in 
the Virgin Islands to pick up a 
second batch of Officer 
Cadets. 

Further anti-drug operations 
followed - and then it was off 
to New Orleans in time for the 
Mardi Gras. Next on the pro* 
gramme was a visit to Mayport 
Florida before heading north to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia and then 
back to the Eastern Atlantic 
with visits to several European 
ports, West Africa and possibly 
Russia before finally returning 
home to Devonport at the end 
of July. 


Round the world yachtsman 
T€>NY RUELIMORE 


T ony, who survived five days in the southern ocean in an 
up-turned hull during January 1997 said *1 love the ocean 
but it can be horrendously dangerous. It takes lives - often. 
Every day of our lives our seafarers assure our survival by risk¬ 
ing their lives to provide our defence, our daily food and goods 
and our leisure," 


A Time to Remember? 


NAMt (MrMrvMt) 


AOOftESS 


One chance we have to remember the debt we owe to our sea¬ 
farers is with a legacy. For many of us making a Will is a daunt¬ 
ing prospect and often a task that is left "until tomorrow". 
KGFS can help - we have a free guidance booklet. Entitled 
"Your Will* free copies are available by 
completing the coupon below or by 
telephone 020 7932 0000, 
fax 020 7932 0095 
or e*mail: wilma@kgfs.org.uk 

KGFS The Seafarers Charity 
King George's Fund for Sailors h the central 
fund making grants to nautical charities 
which look after the welfare needs of sea¬ 
farers and their dependants in the Royal 
Navy, Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets. 

Visit our web site: www.fcgfs,org.uk 


Please send me a copy of trie "Your Will" booklet 

Pteasa register my name on your supporter database and send 
copies of your newsletter 


It's work hard, play hard 
with Campb 

Cadets join NATO 
Atlantic Force on 
anti-drugs patrols 


ROYAL MILITARY TATTOO 2 
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S OME Service people 
may not be aware that if 
they have completed at 
least two years’ contracted out 
service in the Armed Forces - 
or at least five years at the age 
of at least 28 before April 6, 
1988 - they may still receive a 
pension. 

I f they have not served long enough 
to be eligible for an immediate 
Service pension, they will qualify for a 
preserved pension and - in mast cases 
- a preserved terminal grant which 
will be payable at age 60 or before that 
if they become permanently incapable 
of working. 

For each year of service over ihe age of 
IK (21 for officers), the rale is 2.75 per cent 
(3 per cent for officers) of the fell career 
pension obtained for the appropriate rank 
at the time of leaving. The full career pen¬ 
sion Ls that awarded after 37 years service, 
and 34 for officers. 

Preserved terminal grants are three 
times the annual preserved pension 
which is not com mu table. 

If more favourable, a pension may he 
awarded under the Social Security 
Pensions Act 1975, hut no terminal grant 


will then be paid. 

When the preserved pension becomes 
payable it will Ik enhanced by the pensions 
increases which have applied since dis¬ 
charge dale. The preserved terminal grant 
will also reflect the increases, and after 
that, the pension will he raised under sub¬ 
sequent Pensions Increase schemes. 

All members of the Armed Forces 
Pension Scheme, who leave without quali¬ 
fying for an immediate pension, can trans¬ 
fer their pension rights to certain other 
pension schemes. 

Anyone who wishes to do that should 
apply through their new employer, or the 
administrators of their new pension 
scheme, to the address at the end of this 
article. 

Application for payment at age 
60 should be made to the same 
address three months before 
reaching that age. 

Also, an application should t>c made for 
a preserved pension from someone under 
60, incapable of work through physical or 
mental infirmity, The application must be 
supported by a medical certificate. 

hi the event of death before payment of 
a pension begins, the widow or widower - 
or eligible child if there is no surviving 
spouse - should apply for a Forces Family 
Pension and, if applicable, a preserved tcr- 


7 should get a terminal grant anyway! 

served pension, depending on length of 
service from April l, 1973, and whether an 
option had been made to buy-in time to 
qualify for the half-rate widow's or widow¬ 
ers pension. 

Tnc widow's or widower's pension will 
be increased by the appropriate Pensions 
Increases, which will also be reflected in 
the preserved terminal grant. 

Eligible children may also be 
awarded a Forces Family Pension 
until the age of 17, and it may be 
continued while they are in full-time 
education after that age. 

Where the marriage took place after the 
person left the Service, a pension will be 


granted to the widow or widower only in 
respect of eomraeted-oul service from 
April 6, 1978. The rate will he half of the 
spouse s pension proportionate to the 
amount of reckonablc service given after 
April 6, 1978, Pension increases will he 
applied to those benefits. A child of the 
marriage would not he eligible for a pen¬ 
sion. 

In all cases the most favourable rate of 
Forces Family Pensions is payable, taking 
into account the provisions under the 
Social Security Pensions Act 1975. 

Applications in respect of preserved 
pensions should he made to: NrP(ACS), 
AFPAA(C). Centurion Building, (jrange 
Road* Gosport* Han tv, PC) 13 9XA. 


tninal grant. 

tn me ease of no surviving spouse or 
children, and the deceased having been 
awarded a presewed terminal grunt on dis¬ 
charge, application should he made for 
payment of the gram to the estate. 

If death occurs after pension payments 
have started, the widow or widower, or - in 
the case of no surviving spouse - eligible 
children should apply for a Forces Family 
Pension, in that case a short-term pension 
is payable for a minimum of 91 days at the 
rate of issue on the day of the spouse's 
death. 

Where marriage took place before the 
Service person left, the pension will he 
between one-third and a naif of the pre- 


WARRIOR 


vv HtC cUtperthf.,. !HWM$€ W€ MovvjfOK HH SjftCLHl 

We are the only financial services company 
completely dedicated to the military. 

Unlike high street banks and building societies, ' Warrior' products are specifically 
tailored to the military lifestyle - with more flexibility and extra features. And 
because many of our friendly staff come from military backgrounds themselves, 
no-one is better placed to understand your very special financial needs. 

We can insure your kit, car or home; provide Health insurance for you and your 
family; offer you Accident Protection, Travel Protection; Foreign Currency or Loans. 

So why not talk to us today? Pop into your local Naafi Financial 
Services Branch, or call us on one of the numbers below. 

Warrior's financial products are available worldwide to both serving and 
former members of HM Forces, Warrior supports military welfare organisations 
and shares its profits with Naafi. 

NN-05 


Warrior - Sponsors 
of Royal Novy 
Rugby League 


Personal Loans 


Freephone UK S Germany 00800 21 22 23 24 
Rest of the World +44 1959 56 89 69 


AH Insurance 


freephone UK & Germany 00800 76 76 77 77 
fast of the World +44 1603 205 209 


Healthcare 


00800 00142 142 


Fiaephooe UK & Germany 

Rest of the World +44 1703 372 834 


Warrior - Official Sponsors 
of Royal Military Tattoo 2000 


W arrior working with NAAfT) r\ nclTlClCll 

\ t SEN VICE 

$4SMnm /err the Fm& f 


Call* may be monitored and or recorded- All loons subject to Uotui and not avertable to 
persons under iht? 090 of 18. Written quotations ova liable upon request. Loans provided 
by Wcntiof Group iimrted Weotd House. 88 Main Rood. Sufidridge. Stvenooks, Kent TN 14 6 HN 
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Is this you 

DEBT PROBLEMS 


Client A is in the Forces His financial difficulties 
arose because of a series of unfortunate events 
over a period of a few years.Together with his 
partner he took out a mortgage to purchase a 
property and also various loans to pay for the 
deposit and furnish their new home* 
Unfortunately, the relationship was not long-lived 
and he was left with all the liabilities but only 
one income to service them. In order to survive 
he lived on credit cards and consolidated her 
borrowings with further loans. Eventually the 
situation became impossible and he turned to 
FCL for help. 


£40*03 


£11.33988 


£K6I6 6$ 


£17.674 23 


£25001 


OIJ03JS 


£44? 02 


For an instant decision or further details 
Simply ring Freephone 

0800 591 682 

please quote ref. '791/503' 
to obtain your Direct Loan 


CALL US NOW FOR FREE, 
CONFIDENTIAL DEBT ADVICE 


FORCES, 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD ■ MOORENDS * DONCASTER DN8 4SZ 


Direct 


LOAN 
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LOAN 
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CHILDREN of Service peo¬ 
ple based overseas are now eli* 

B 'ble for student loans in the 
K under new rules 
announced by Armed Forces 
Minister John Spcllar* 

The change in the new 
E d tioa lion {St ud e n l S u ppt »r t) 
Regulations has been introduced 
by the Department for Education 
and Employment. 

The Minis! rv of Defence 
worked closely with the Education 
Department and the Service 
Families Task Force to bring about 
the changes. 

As a result, the dependants of 
Service people are now exempt 
from having to be resident in 
Britain for three years before they 
can apply for a student loan, 

Mr Spellar said eligibility for 
student loans from overseas had 
been one of the first issues 
addressed by the Service Families 
task Force. MOD, the Education 
Department and the Task Force 
had worked closely together u> 
solve the unique problem experi¬ 
enced by Service families living 
abroad. 

“It is important that Service 
children have access to the best 
education Britain can offer/' he 
said. 

Local authorities in England 
and Wales are being notified of the 
change. Education authorities in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
already exempted the the children 
of Service personnel. 


Loans 


for readers of 

Navy News 

Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first. 
Look at the benefits. 


FIXED RATES FROM AS LOW AS 8.9% APR* 
Loans available from £1,000 - £15,000 
Instant decision service - 7 days a week 
Funds transferred direct to your own bank account 
No Arrangement Fees 

Fixed Repayments over 1 - 7 years by Standing Order 


This advertisement replaces any previous advertisements for readers of Navy News 
for Direct Personal Loam from The Co-operative Bank p.kc. 
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T HIDE 
FROM YOUR DEBTS 


DEBT SOLUTIONS 

By this time* the toul value of his unsecured 
creditors* t.e not including the mortgage and HP 
payments was around £2 LOGO. We assessed his 
full financial situation and established that his 
monthly disposable income (i.e money left after 
paying the mortgage* household bills and living 
expenses) was £ IBS. FCL were able to assist this 
client by preparing proposals to the client's 
creditors offering this monthly sum over a 
period of £ years in full and final settlement of 
all his unsecured liabilities.This offer, of around 
50% of the total debt was accepted by the 
majority of the Creditors and became legally 
binding on them a!LAs you can imagine this was 
a relief to the diem who now felt able to make 
a fresh ttart in his fife. 


FCL 


FREEPHONE 


716239 


DEBT PROBLEMS? 

Are your outgoings more than your income? 

Are your creditors threatening you with ; 

Court summons, Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs, 

Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings. 

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact 
us now* We provide realistic solutions for all debt 
problems without the need to borrow more money. 

Telephone 01329 515532 for n FREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL consultation. 

WELLBEING SERVICES 

EKmiULVJDUM MJLLItUVOUltiMjmin US IM1MWI IKS 
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FAMILIES 
ABROAD 
GET UK 
STUDENT 
LOANS 


Forces motorists 
offered complete 
protection plan 


P AYING TOO much 
for your motor 
insurance? That's 
the question many insur¬ 
ance companies ask in 
an effort to tempt you to 
buy motor insurance 
from them* But how 
cheap is their offering - 
and is it appropriate to 
Service lifestyle? 

Warrior* working with Naufi 
Financial Services* has now 
launched a policy that not only 
aims to vie with the competi¬ 
tive premiums quoted by vari¬ 
ous companies* but also pro¬ 
vides a nost of bene fils not 
available elsewhere - what is 
described as a complete Forces 
motorist protection plan* 
Following the success of the 
product for British Forces serving 
m Germany, where it quickly 
established itself as the Ural choice 
for customers, the ScrviccGunrd 
Motor Insurance policy has been 
upgraded and will now be promot¬ 
ed extensively. 

So hoW will the product com¬ 
pare with others available in the 
High Street and over the tele- 
plume. 1 Keith Frarnpton. Warrior's 
insurance spokesman explained: 


"l believe our premiums offer 
exceptional value for money. All 
our comprehensive policies come 
with free RAC roadside assistance 
- which is worth over £100 - and 
covers you throughout Europe* 
“This is very handy if you are 
just popping down id the shops. 


‘The Ministry of 
Defence is very 
keen that all Service 
personnel arrange 
personal accident 
cover’ 


but Absolutely invaluable if you arc 
posted to Germany and need help 
on a deserted strasse in Baden 
Baden, 

“In fact, our overseas benefits 
don’t end there. The policy is pan- 
European. which means that you 
don't need to cancel and start 
again if you're posted to Germany* 
nor do you need to arrange or pay 


for a Green Card when you travel 
t Itrt hj ghout Euro pe. 

"This can cost £25 from other 
companies every time you want to 
cross the Channel*” 

As well as those conveniences 
and savings* Warrior is proud of 
the way customers' claims are dealt 
with: a dedicated Forces unit* 
manned 24 hours a dav and 565 
days a year* is committed to getting 
motorists hack on the road as 
quickly as possible. 

If the policy is that good, why 
the upgrade? Mr Frarnpton 
explains: The Ministry of Defence 
is very keen that all Service person¬ 
nel arrange personal accident 
cover to provide a financial buffer 
in the event of serious injury. 
Kightlv so when you consider the 
hazardous nature of the job. 

Accordingly, we will now pro¬ 
vide £I(MMK) worth of cover auto¬ 
mat realty - Free of charge. This will 
provide personal accident cover 24 
hours a day, 565 days a year* and 
compensates for serious injury* 
"'The cover can also be increased 
to 000,000 and/or extended to 
include families as required by the 
customer." 


» THIS feature was provided by Warrior Group Ud. which in 
partnership with Naafi* offers financial services to members 
of the Armed Forces. Further information: call Warrior on 
0800 21222324. 
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Family Matters 


School forced to close 
by declining numbers 

NAVA I 


community organisers in 
Plymouth have been forced to close a pre¬ 
school as a result of a drastic decline in 
numbers. 

The facility at HitlcrcM Community Centre. 
Plympton, had us many as 70 children for five 
half-day sessions three years ago hut over the 
pasi year numbers dropped steeply until only 
two children remained. 

Naval Area Community Officer Nick Bennett 
described the closure as "heartbreaking’ and 
told Van News lhai the school, which had 
employed two trained members of staff, had 
received two positive OFSTED reports, 

1 lc said that at present there was over-provi¬ 
sion of pre-schools in the Plympton area, 
although numbers fluctuated and it was hoped 
to re-open the school, w hich was still fully stored 
and was at present being used as a creche. 

If there rs no sign of recovery bv the end of the 
summer break, the facility could Be converted to 
offer full day-care, for which there was a higher 
demand. 

Anyone interested in the Hillcrest pre-school 
should call Navy under-fives co-ordinator 
Patricia Whitdey on (11752 782921. 


S EA CADETS are celebrating a £1 million charity trust 
investment which will fund a brand new offshore power 
training vessel 

Two former training vessels which 
belonged to the Corps had to be 
decommissioned when they failed to 
meet strict new safety standards intro¬ 
duced in 1998. 

And w hen Alan Grieve, Chairman of the 
Jerwood Foundation, read about their loss 
he stepped in (o offer the charity’s support. 

Mr Grieve said: "The more I learned 
about the Sea Cadets the more 1 came to 
admire and respect the benefits they bring 


• HELLO MUM: Jamie and Robin Hambty spring their surprise. 


Surprise surprise! 


to some 13.900 young people from all over 
the UK/’ 

The Jerwood Fund has invested £lm to 
fund the project and the Training Ship John 
Jerwood is expected to he launched by Sea 
Cadets at Plymouth next year. 

Commodore of the Sea Cadets, 
Commodore Roger Parker said: “Without 
the Jerwood Foundation's contribution, the 
Sea Cadets would not have been able to 
offer power boat experience to trainees, a 
crucial part of their naval instruction/' 


TWO Royal Navy twins gave their mother the shock of her life 
during a Mother’s Duv special of Cilia Black’s Surprise Surprise! 

Jenny Humbly thought her son Jamie was in HMS Cantpeltown in 
Florida and that twin Robin was away in HMS Cardiff, and she was driven 
to the TV studio by friends who said they'd won tickets to the show. 

But Jamie had been flown back to Britain and both twins marched on 
stage w ith 29 sailors from HMS Fearless. When Jenny spotted them they 
leapt into the audience with flowers and then unit her out to a top 
London hotel at the show’s expense, Jamie said: “I knew Mum would be 
happy and 1 was very pleased to be chosen to be flown back to Britain/' 


Ladysmith revisited 


YOUNGSTERS from Manchester took the field gun 
competition back to its roots when they visited South 
Africa on the 100th anniversary of the relief of 
Ladysmith. 

The Manchester Youth Field Gun team was set up 17 years 
ago to give inner city youngsters the chance to take part in 
the toughest team sport in the world. 

They were invited join the At Ladysmith, Lt Cdr 
centenary events in South McAuslin laid a wreath with 

Africa and they flew out with the inscription In memory of 

their guns and limber accom- those who inspired a Royal 

P anied by Davenport's 1998 Navy institution, now also 

ield Gun Officer. Lt Cdr sadly gone/ 

Thomas McAuslin. He said: “As an ex-FGO it 

During their IS-dsy stay was a great honour io be in 
they re-enacted the crossing Ladysmith where it alt began 
of the Tugela River at Cofenso 100 years ago and In the 

with Durban Sea Cadets and absence of the Navy I was 

the South African Navy Field proud to play my part in 
Gun Team, called at Jocal supporting the lads from 

schools and visited Zulu and Manchester, taking field gun 

Boer war battlefields, back to its roots."' 


A WELSH Sea Cadet Unit 
could soon go under unless a 
cash lifeline is thrown to them. 

Weighed down by heavy 
bills, the Harrier unit at 
Milford Haven is struggling to 
pay for insurance ami heating 
of their nm-quhe-finished HCJ 
at Milford Docks. 

When developers bought 
the land which their old build¬ 
ing stood on they offered to 
construct only the shell of their 
new building, and the new' I l(J 
is still missing a first floor and 
two flights of stairs. 

Without a top floor or 
insulation, healing bills have 
been going through the roof. 
Despite a" huge fundraising 
effort by the Cadets 1 he's 
believe the unit will be sunk 
unless immediate help is 
found. 


W First Id sea lbs latest timi§ mw a£! 
from around the world 

1 First to resolve Special D/jfsrs 
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YES, I would like io subscribe to Navy News 

(please refer tu the table opposite for price): 

Send the completed form and payment to: 

Navy News Subscriptions, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire. POl 3HH, England 
Telephone +44 02392 826040 (24hrt 

VOI R DETAILS; 


REGION YEARS RYU 
UK One £ 17.CX) 
£31.00 
£46.00 


TICK 


Jill- NAUTICAL Training 
Corps is holding a Founder's 
Celebration and mini-tattoo in 
Hove on June Hi and 11. 

The event will be held on 
Brunswick Lawns by the 
seafront and it’s free to attend. 
11igblights include an arena 
display by the NT’C, bands, a 
field gun run. battle re-enact¬ 
ments, a parade and an exer¬ 
cise with the coastguard heli¬ 
copter and Shore ham lifeboat. 

For details call the National 
I IQ of the Nautical Training 
Corps on 01444 413 K47. 


Two 

Three 


Overseas* 

Overseas* 

Overseas* 


One 

Two 

Three 


*Ovtncj-v Surface Stall including Republic of treloixl, 
Europe. Canada. USA & Australasia 

(Airmail rutev :jy.mU 1>U on reqtiol) 

1 enclose a Oicque/Posla! Order/lmemanorial 
Money Order made payable U> ‘Navy News’ for: 


Address: 


• DOUBLE TAKE: Stephen Knightley (left) with his brother 
Peter after their reunion on board HMS Exeter. 


t 1 1 .Sterling) 

or pay by Vi\a/Mastereard/Ddui/Sw itch using the 
coupon on page 4 

Credit Card orders cannot be accepted 
under £5-00 

Pur to administration tests, a refund cuwurt be 
given if tin* subsnipdon is cancelled during the 
/inf four months. 

This is a new subscription 

Renewed subscription 

Stan my subscription from month: 


BARRY Sea Cadets have 
launched an appeal for instru¬ 
ments to secure the future of 
their Bugle and Drums Band 
which formed N) years ago. 

They are currently 
making do with borrowed 
instruments* mace and web¬ 
bing and would have to dis¬ 
band if they were called back. 
Donors should contact Mr 
Don Stenhouse, Seuwinds, 2 
Winsford Road, Swanh ridge. 
Sully, South Glamorgan. 


Double trouble 


SAILORS on HMS Exeter thought they were seeing 
double when OM Peter Knightley was reunited with his 
brother Stephen. 

Exeter called at Gibraltar on her way back from ArrniNa Patrol 
in the Gulf and the ship's company were showed to fly out 
close relatives for the voyage back to Portsmouth. 

Peter's identical twin brother Stephen was among the visi¬ 
tors and to add to the confusion, he is also an OM in the Royal 
Navy. The only obvious difference between the two was his 
brother's HMS Dryad cap tally! 
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Motoring mi MMaa 


WHAT is a Midship Runabout? 
in Toyota's terms It’s the latest 
version of the MR2 sports car 
{right} which has just gone on 
sale priced at Ef8 P 495 on the 
road. 

Far from the old hairdress¬ 
er's image, the latest mind- 
engined, rear-wheel drive, two- 
seater to bear the badge is a 
potent beastie with class-lead¬ 
ing poweMo-weight ratio, with 
140PS from its 1.8-litre engine 
and with variable valve timing. 

Its limited-slip differential 
allows it to sprint from stand¬ 
still to 60 in less than eight sec¬ 
onds, and is capable of 
13Qmph. 


A4MMC 


This Shogun takes 
a sword to prices 


T here are some 
very good deals 
around for car buy¬ 
ers these days, thanks to 
shake-ups in the global 
conglomerates - merg¬ 
ers, sell-offs and restruc¬ 
turing which might have 
been once in a decade 
but which now seem 
almost monthly. 

Prices - new ana used - have 
tumbled amid the uncertain¬ 
ties. 

But some areas are stronger 
than others, and Mitsubishi was 
among ihe first to offer aits with 
confidence, an Ihe back of its class- 
leading range of winners fast being 
expanded. 

The Shogun is a classic. 


renowned for holding its values, 
and now the key model has been 
re-launched and joined by the 
rebadging of the Challenger and 
entry of the new Shogun rinin, u 
trendy 4x4 which is priced from 
under £14.000 to a fiver short of 
£17,IMJ0. 

The European-designed and 
built Pin in came down in price - 
against an anticipated £15*000- 
£19.000 bracket, even before it 
went on sale. 

And now the deal for this rival to 
Toyota^ RAV4.! Uvula's HR-Vand 
Su/uki’s Vitara Sport, has just 
became even more attractive. 

When I tested the £14*995 GLX 
version of the Pinin. it had the 
option of satellite navigation, 
incorporating the standard LCD 
display features of audio selection 
and trip computer - a brilliant 
piece oi kit accurate to about three 


metres. The system is now free on 
GLX and GLS models, giving ten 
per cent added value. 

The Pinin handles like a car 
through corners and is effortless to 
manoeuvre in light spots, while 
retaining its feeling of n ^business. 

While the two and four-wheel 
drive options and high-low ratios 
are selectable, the system is intelli¬ 
gent. shifting between the drive 
modes as conditions demand. 


As w ith its rivals, the first Pinin is 
a three-door four-seater, w ith not a 
lot of luggage space at the hack - 
but the back seats are split 50:50 
and folding, and wide enough for 
just one to be folded to take an 
electric wheel chair. 

Rear passenger access can Ik- a 
bit tight, but 1 think most people 
will treat it as a high-riding. roomy 
sports car. A five-door follow's in 
September, 


MILITARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO 

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 
ON YOUR 

NEW W A 

CAR! jL 


MODEL: Mitsubishi Shogun Pinin 
1.0 GLS 

PRICE ON ROAD £14.995 
ENGINE: 1.8-litre GDI direct 
petrol injection producing HSbhp, 
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 

manual or optional tour-speed 
electronic, automate shift, with 


intelligent, part-time, all-wheel 
drive plus selection. 
PERFORMANCE: 0 62mph in 
10.2 secs: top speed i04mph 
ECONOMY: Urban cycle - 
25 2mpg: combined - 31 4mpg. 
WARRANTY: Three years unlim¬ 
ited mileage 


NATOCARS 


For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot's No . / supplier to HM Forces. 


Our specio/ Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range 
of makes are also available on many models for 
lax Patd UK use, giving exceptional savings* 

Of course, you will enjoy the NATOCARS' renowned lake core of il all' 
service which is also extended lo our 


Guomrteed Quality Used Car Scheme 


NATOCARS 

Natocars ltd * Wytds, Road * Bridgwater • Somerset * TA6 4BH 
Td 01278 455555 * Fax 01278 450396 * 8-moil: sal*s©nalocars,< 


• The new Mitsubishi Shogun Pinin 
- now an even more attractive deal. 


MILITARY KIT PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT OR DEATH COV ER 
JNSl'RANCE WITH OUR 


1800 074 9402 


PEUGEOT 

t’s got to be 

RANGERS 


/ UNBEATABLE 
DEALS for 
HMF'S serving 
in the UK & 
k OVERSEAS . 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Cluhley on UK 01980 653434 or write 

Rangers TMS Lid* FREEPOST. Bullard Rd, Durringtan SP4 BBR 


NATOCARS far people who drive a good deoil 


WARRIOR 

ServiceGuard 

For a quotation or instant cover. 


Tel: 0080076 76 77 77 {Free from UK & Germany) or: +44 1603 205 209 (Rest of World) \Y 

* Cdb t>« monr?ofed o r ^ecotded 
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Miscellaneous 


Z£)entworth B ** a 

the I factum r” 

FORMERLY C0RIV0 PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with k 

Ship s Crests, Badges and V 

Logo s to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard' tout*. 25 Leader ill Road. Sheffield $1 3JA 
Tel: 01 U 272 S676 Fa*: 0114 272 6651 


GREEN BURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 


WE CAN REPUCE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£26.50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MSN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE tor quotes and price last 
49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE, TEL/FAX. (01273) 416138 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LI D 


Broad Stnxt. Sidcmoor. Rrtwmpmve. Worcs H6I HU. 

Tel: (0152?) mm or Fa*; (01527) 57679* 

SpriijIUis in KihlMmv. Full Si/jc & Mmialuri- Medal* and 
Mi-dill MtMjnEintt t il her fur wear or dt\pb>. 

Send SAE of cat! fur ramprchcnwvc pnex Iim of 
Full Si/c &, Miniature Medal*, 

BCv t'inJii*il-ViVii*KjViJtl 1 * 1 , V 75 I 4 

t k p*** it *■. vat mmmi 


BRITANNIA R€>YAL NAVA I* COLLEGE 

(TO ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE............. £ 7.96 

BOSUNS CALL Brass & Copper with drain only £ 6.96 

CUFF LINKS; HN Crown, White Ensign. AM, BRNC....pair £ 7,95 

POLO SKIRT: RN Badge S.M.UL —.£ 15.95 Sub-Manners gill brooch.£ 9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES; White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack__ ea £ 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES; White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Manxes, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others .*.,...£ 1.70 

TIES: RNA. RNR. RM, MN.E 8,50. FAA. Submarines and others.£ 10.50 

Prices include PS P, Cheques payable io 'Britanmi Fund. BRNC Send SAE tor more debited list. 

e z THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH. DEVON, T06 GRL mn 

TEL 01803 6771 IB FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) 


Hand painted on wooden base Sin * 7in 

£25.60 + £1.40 UK Postage, 

REDUCED PRICES given tor 
SPECIAL PRICES Qtvr 
CRESTED TIES TO VC 


Specialist exr* 

C.H.MUM 

Oxford House, 8 Si uontn 
SI Johns t Woking, Surrey GU2l i$E 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


NEW Authentic 
Colour Fleet Badges 
on Pewter Hipflasks 

Atari high quality tankards 
hipflask mipvcd with ships crest, 
taadj^s & Lij+tfe ut ybut t>wn ddign. 


HMS RKA A KY\ WALL SHE! LJ)5 

Direct from the Manufacturer 
Handmade m order 


This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size Si Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle Si Far East, 

Send $ .a,v. far your application form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B 61 8 LA 


GLOSSOPS TROPHIES 

86 Brivhi Stre*(, Sheffield SI 5TG 
Tcit Ol 14 276 5554 Taxi OM4 275 0377 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts* Badges 

PAINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 

And lots more, alt from one supph 

■« or c«h on maforef of (>c 

WQb CtHl'ipw'TOv# p<0<T1(3t <34**9 

BFPO tan-Tree service 
Send tor our new price lift: 
Reynold Spom 

51 52, High Sirwi. Lincoln. LN5 SAP 
Tel; 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


TIES) BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHiPS/SOUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services an<J cuslom made for Cktos 
Sorxte Dws, eic 
Blazer buttons, medate. ribbons A 
pjndrin 

Pfease send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (G6} NH 
Over Briar. Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel Fax ; 01594 S32200 


£21.20" Inc UK postage 
-add £1.45 tor opltonal mottohilfc scroll 
Up to discount with quantity orders 
C&A BE HARR ELL 
1ST, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS 3£F 
TedFax: 01402 213390 
Please send SAE ter Brochure 


^ A photograph of 
| yourself in unjfiwrn 
v S or of y«ur ship can 
r he u .in vt tinned inio 
a KsuHtlut oil painting, 


A URGE SELECTION OF ROYAE 
Naval and Maritime mus 
For more details, 

Tel: 017R5 826882 Far SUSS 111181 

E-Mail: navaimuseum^cix,co.uk 


FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS 

From own original paintings 


l ull Ihuih: 15A. WalJiwtotd t iiosv Rood, 
Wa4oe*Sepei-MMc 
Sotnersei B523 4UL 

(Juortr V\ for 10 f f 


HMS NELSON original oil 
painting; .16" x IK" canvas 
panned in profile 28" long, very 
detailed, L450 or V.N.O. Also, the 
B1SMARK and HOOD same me 
Phone Portsmouth 02392 571466 


Over 400 available 
Print tammeted with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 

me 8’x for £35 phis P&P 

For list please send SAE tor 
SEAftT. STHt CHASE. GOSPORT, 
HANTS P012 3TD 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES ini 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


NAVAL OFFICERS SWORI); 

FOR SALE 

I N EXCELLENT CONDITION 

£ 1,500 

Available Jmtti Central London Arkltcns | 

Coptid: [>avid Parrish at 

0207 S4U K864 (davtime) 
0207 244 6109 (evening) 

e-mail: dxv id<a parr is hc\q. fenef ,co. u k J 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand'built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldomoro. Bacton, Stowmarke! 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


A Biography of Sir 

Vivian Dunn 

KCYO C»HI FHAM KM 

hy Derek Oakley Mitt 


Fiddler 
on the March 


CAP TALLIES 

- ANY SHIS’ 

MANY JJV STOCK 

For dHa()i »f-net SAI* 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES TOR ASSOCIATIONS 
DEMS/rOUBLTED OPS TIK Ato> B.4DGES 


V pmripkt '* l tfVHMi * v 

Sir Vivian Dunn 

UM' i* m.l«M ibn 


The unique and 
UistlnatmK story of 
Sir Vivian Dunn, 
vlolinLsL composer. 
c< indue tor. arranger. 
I AH ( add Disc award 
wimiiT and Direc tor 
of Music in two 
Koval Yachts and 
hms V'aijipwtrd - the 
Doyen of British 
Military Musicians. 


SHIPMODELS 


111*1 Horn 

im*i im nho nm «r ti. id 

i ******«1 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPUES 
i. acre coim cnwirtu urns, smsstol 
TEL: 01 17 3327367 FAX: 9329542 


Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 
For details wrile or phone, 
Mr tart Huu ue. 29 Edgtr Street. 
Hartley, Sioke*<in Trent, Airr, 

L sri 3 pb m So. mm 2 . 194 * 5 , j 


miniature medals 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
1114, SIZE A SUM ATI Ml. 

.1 day Mm mini; si rs hi 

WRITE OH THOSE TOtt QUOTATION 

R AYMOND 1). HOLDICH 

Irjf:i!^ur Square ( dlfdors tYntrc 
7 Whit lii mh Street 
larndun WC2H 7HA 

TEL 0207 930 1979 FAX 0207 930 1152 
e miiii:r<lhmedatsto aoLcoin 
www.rdhmecliils.cnni 


Minuturr jpuI lull-^i/c-il mrdjk Sup^tu d 
and mrninird in iifdiiutt jnd niufl ^ik- 

* VLirr tila/rr twuljr> * Sit ttjidftr'* 

# UnpUi mrd-iil fibtwm. ninunlm^ 

bfV f i Id win Kdrv, i'li. 


Tel/Fax: 01706 646646 
www. tho^oldw trebodge. co,u k 
E-mail:- rabrovHtinDonfl.n«| 


- nyj jm nm 

QliAlin HAND SEWN 
^ NATIONAI FLAGS A ENSIGNS. 

^ ^ IlCOSOMY $FT X 3fT FLAGS 
a m e ach 

TABLE FLAGS & BUNTING 

free Colour brochure 

AIL MAJOlt CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
KLPEES: 271 lii^h street 
Orpingtctn Knit HR6 0NW 
Tel: 9H4K9 K22MW. Ia\: 01WW K17WH 

w mV i il|Hi\-i(itiri.iinmen!muk 


Srnd fur iumprr!ntnsi>r t4.|ak^ur tw IN' 
Mid j! SpfTudnlv il*p itjmp stppnrrUlrd K 

MINIATURH MKDALSlNNj 
PO BOX 4 
HINCKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LE10 3ZT 

Telephtine: (01455) 239262 


lluntfiack 

^2 % 190mm. ym pages, 
7<i photographs 


To advertise here! 
Ring Debbie Stirman 
on 02392 725062 


Please* complete and return to: 

Eastncy CtJlta m etit>n. 60 Mayford Road, Ixntdtin SVViz HSN 
llliPHONE 020 Sh“T hi >7 

Please send me copy/ies ot fiddler 011 the March at 

£ig.g£ + Lz.9^ pAp (£12,90); u/scas L1 + C^.cki p&p (tz4.95i 

1 enclose LK cheque/PC)/money under for C 
payable to Kastney Collect ion 

MUM HU PIT i'Akte AIM* JUXtntD 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
Luw minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps Sc Printed garments supplied, 

Frtf mkoiitr} pnwf. .Vc thorp, 

fwhfmdettJ Peltn from /LMri. SvrdY i&JDftn. 
T-ihuttUMn. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48, Old Lane, Biffcinshaw, Bradford, 
0D1I 2JX 

m 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 
www.b3rvanafnocn.couk 


Joys Roses & Flowers 


r For all occasions 

Births, Anniversaries, Congratulations, I Love You 
Daily deliveries to UK 8c NL Mon-Sat. 

ty colour + Gys.... £13,85 Inc. 

w colour 4r Gys...£18.50 Inc. 

1 Blooms Mixed Flowers,,.,...,..,,,.,. £22.50 Inc. 

I Blooms Mixed Flowers.. £17.50 Inc. 

>1// C/C Accepted & Cheques To: 

Jop Roses & Flowers. Flamingo. St. Sampsons. Guernsey, GX GY2 4WR 
Tel: 01481 - 246708 Fax: 01481 - 243406 


Navy News 
Own Products 

it you ate not satisfied w*h one ot out own 
products $a*d uvouQti iht$ paper, mturo 
<1 to us unused w^hnii days arsj we w 
replace it tree- d charge or is$ue a M rehjnd 
itodyding postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights 


12 Roses 
24 Roses 
Specials 
Specials 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


foiiid* drawmap and 
pairtUiHai "ami shir. Sample. 

and w&c ■ OZSrZJomZ, 1 *>5 
Aihkvw'M fid., Gverpool 
nj 9QQiU\. 44 -WJS 1-727 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS.TIES 

Ctimmertiiinds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts 
and Baseball Caps All made to cider. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall RoacL Gwinear, 
Hayie, Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


The Perfect Gift for .1«v Occasion 


The Hep! Haiti te*a Trtiir; Crsaij LWri 


4 
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£27.50 per person per night in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
— situated on Plymouth Hoe 

AA Telephone: 


(01752)661195 


Guest House + Holiday Flats 

J One nijtfUN - three month >lay* 

J Spccisl Weekly Kile\ for longer slass 
J Fbtta* h inh kiitben*. 2 bed flai v j * aikhle 
□ 2 minute* from Seafront, Off Road Parkin? 
J ALL SINGLE ROOMS £15 p.n. 

J ALL DOUBLE ROOMS £25 p.n. 

St Simons Rd, Southsea 
-023 9229 3136 — 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering itatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped Cotour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by famity or girl friend. 


_ ,__ _ jv family or gin i 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


Charge 

per 

person 


WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST .£&C 

WEEKLY JUNE S SEPTEMBER .£7C 

OTHER MONTHS . £SC 

Nightly (Out of Season)...,.Etc 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Gu*m. who vrUeiptt* i til* tmvti shotM Inform tM management before 2pfn 

Chddien 12 yea^ or under ■ HALF PRICE if sleeping in the same room as aduis. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURNG MAY - OCTOBER, 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS, 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


jyaw on one of the Navy's 
^ W W Fast Patrol Vessels! 

The trips will be run from:-- 

Salcombe - Devon - 11th June 2000 

Ayr - Scotland - 17th June 2000 

Faslane - Scotland - 17th June 2000 

Rothesay - Scotland - 17th June 2000 

Hamble - Southampton - 9th July 2000 

The Royal Novy'i Fast 

f patrol Vessels have a top 

^ speed of 20knots and a 
^range of 550 miles. 
l They are 20 metres long, 

7 5 8 metres wide and they 

I weigh around 45 tonnes 

plSj ^ iif •-each, It fakes five people 

-o sail the ship but they 
m . have room for up to 13 

people to come on board 
-ffMrBfral l MMr j ' to leom about life at sea. 

Answer the following questions 
correctly and you could win a trip 
to sea at one of the above locations. 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Gueat House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
Alt rooms CTV, Tea Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky TV Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
Prom £23 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

/,'djtff umht dutit Hum* 

50 ffer St Mu H<tr. Pfymwk PU SHT 


ST. MALO Guest House 

19 Garden Crwrani, Wear Hoe, 

Plymouth 01752 262961 

Snaaetf at &« cf Py*wah Not. ov**x**ig 

!«*** courts, to ss 4 a liraJy 

Ain jrfjJ houtt ofttring epmsTOOX iccommoei&on 


tnootf. CTv Bum f*toi. &i erfae 

Bed & Breakfast from £14pp. 


Or Wkcrt Is the tap speed of m Fast Petrel Vessel? 
OiHow many people dots If talc* to crow then? 

Send your answers with your name, address and telephone 
number and your preferred venue and date tot 

Meat Yaur Navy Competition, 

Navy Nows, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, Hants POl 3HH 

* Entrants must bo over tbo ago of 14 years * 

Closing date for entries 19th May 2000 

Th* £cUm cta'hOft ■» hftoi and r*!»oi and ertipicYwa of Ns-#i m 


Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find ou! more onlactthe 

Navy News Advertising Department on 


www.navynews.co.uk 


SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

GUEST HOUSE 

(Pheviolslv Shropshire Court) 

33_GranadaBoad.PQ4 QRP 

Happy Seaside Guest House, boght, 
spacious rooms, private car park. 
200yda from beach ond emi9rt8*nmonts. 

1 Omens Ktstonic Dockyard, Continental 
Ferry Pod A Shopping Centres. 
Special Autumn Break* available 

a.g. u 4 nights for price of 3" 

Call now!!! 

Annabels & Lyndon Richards 

01705 731043 


lORTSMOUTl 

IADY f 

HAMILTON 


The Victory Services (Tub 


H* Ho, 






ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 


r HUML LJl^UK V 

SztituuAC to fcuoext oted /otmci jRo&stps Q 
o£ t&e ^oyeU Ttavy &*d tSjyyat 7/fartxej \ 

Accommodation ■ Leisure Facilities - Bars and Restaurant i 

AH Bt attractive prices. J 

Private functions catered for by professionals | 
vj Hands to dance and skylark to live music 

/ most weekends 

/ Family membership now available 

EL 4 L Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P013HS 
i a TEL: 01705 324231 FAX: 01705 293496 

{ Y| HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN I 

w. 


m HUME CLUB - HUME CUMrUKTb - HUME IN 1 ^ 

v'vyTvW 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POl 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea coffee making facilities, colour TVs In all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


The Friendliest Welcome in rfje Armed Forces World 

• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choke of restaurants Sc bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to sewing personnel 


Oosete 8+6 to Naval Base, 

1 GO yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rote/ 

HMS Warrior/ 

Muteumt all on doorstep, 

22 rooms mott en-tulte, 
tinglet/doublet/twlm + 
family rooms, colour TV, 

Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 01705 870505 J 


^g> Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Creenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 75R 

The Hotel was a gill after World War 2 
Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and dose relatives. 

*SQ yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 

•Half a mile from the shops and station. 

*AIJ rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
•Lift to at I floors * Residents bar "Children and Pets welcome 
•Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
'We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

Charif> So JJ M44 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17. SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the 

TEL; 01705 875566 

Sp<ciat rain for oli i tnist ptnomuti and 
P amt It fJ5Q0p_f> m fall ,mtmU* 4vvbU or 
rwin-b?44fd roam, 

* 4 otmn mfrixil hoed 

* Colour TV. ft* ■£ ijfTrr fucilllin 

* huntt n»mv - full dir utunLrr table 

* Idralh utttilrd ac»r all toaiJ stlrsclkv» 
iind (U Rifhllirr. 


ISUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Famity Room, Enclose a S.A.E, for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area, 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


’&ADTER INN 


The Place to stay 


Rosyth 


r > tn L i of Ducky** u 

Live Entertainment 


Tel: 01383 419977 
Fax: 01.1X3 411728 


Stalham-Norfolk 


Tv*i> Bedroom Ifotidav Chalets fully 
equipped for four persons. On 
Allraclive Site* PHcrs from £75 Per 
Chalet Per W«k 

Atm AratUMr Ft* Wtrirmb ()m Ofte&tm 

Phone, 01692-581985 


Osmond ^uest Meuse 

42 Tier Strut, Tibi '}(oc 

(JZZX) «• 01752 229705 

Bed and BnrakfaM from £ 16-£20.00 
Seafront, Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. A poster bed. All mom* 
CTV. Tea/CofToe making. 

# \ Some En-suite. Parking, 


STATIC CARAVANS 
& TOURING PITCHES 

Ctosa la superb beaches, Cornish 
coastline, cycle or walk the Nationally 
Recognised scenic Camel Trail 
[Nearest Park). 

Many Golf Courses. 

Special Offer* A Short Break*, 
Send for Coloured Brochure, 

Little Bodieve Holiday Park 
Wadebridgs. Cornwall, PL27 6EG 
Telephone 01208 812323 


Navy News 

Notice To Readers 

The puU&hen; of Navy News cannot 
accept responsibility for ihe accuracy 
of any advertisement or for any tom 
suffered by any reoden as a resub. 
Readers ore strongly recommended 
la make their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering info any 
binding agreement. 


WV 


Sandringham Hotel 

7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants, P05 SLR 

RECEPTION: PORTSMOUTH (01705) 828969 822914 
o* sp*cuMy FAX No, {01705) 822330 

44 Bedrooms all en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors 
£25.00 B+B single or £35*00 sharing for Nava! Personnel 
Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people. 
Meal-stops + All inclusive 
packages available 


RAC 


l or injbrnuuion c rcscmn/iws cmtuict ns at; 
(sM7 l ) SKVMOI K STRI-KT, I ONDON \V2 2Hi ; 

Tcl-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496 


Plymouth Haddington House 

Spacious self-catering holiday apartments set within 
a Victorian House built in 1873. 

Tastefully decorated to a high standard with fully equipped 
kitchens, shower/bathroom, private parking and garden, 

FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 01752-767730 


Ijnpoiicil 

A A HOTEL 
A A PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 

* Locker St. PU 200 * 

Telephone: (01752) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Buriding with 22 
Bedrooms ■ 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV. Radio. Tea'Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
acceoted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr, Alan Jones RNH (Retd) 

*A Personal Service Comtorta&e Hoiet~ 




E.T.B. ♦ ♦ ♦ 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVE RLE Y GUESTHOUSE 


•OWN KEYS ■ NO RESTRICTIONS 
•H C. TEACOFFEE. 'CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS’ 

•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS ■ COTS'. '14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 
33. FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. P04 ONG 

t ‘Phone: 02392 731001 Fax: 02392 780995 
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Appointments 


Rear Admiral I, R. Henderson 

io be Air Officer Commanding 3 
Group at HQ Strike command. 
Rag Officer Mantime Aviation 
(FOMA), and Commander Air East 
and Maritime Air North (CAE- 
MAN), April t. 

Capt C. A. Johnstone-Burt to 

be CO HMS Montrose and Cap! 
F6. July 24, 

Cdr R. Farrington to be CO 
HMS Nottingham, Sept, 5 
Cdr B, J. Key to be CO HMS 
Iron Duke Aug. 29. 

A.Cdr S. J, Pearson to be CO 
HMS Newcastle. June 5, 

Lt Cdr D. P. Reindorp to be CO 
HMS Shetland. July 24. 

Lt M. T J. Jarrett to be CO 
HMS Biter and OIC Manchester 
University RN Unit. Aug. 1. 


Points 


NOW THAT advancement to 
petty officer has been replaced 
with promotion by selection, 
there is no need to publish 
monthly rosters, points or 
basic dates of passing for PO 
or the number of promotions to 
PO. 

However, so that leading 
hands will know the basic dale 
of the next fully eligible person 
on their frozen roster, details 
will be published in our May 
and November Issues, 

H there is no basic date or 
points shown, all personnel on 
the roster have been selected 
for promotion or there is no 
one eligible at present. 

The following shows th* tolas ponts ol the 
men and women at The Top ol each advance- 
meni roster foe petty officer and leading rates 
in April otter issue of B13s. 

Tniermediaie (Int) Indtoates that personnel 
are advanced .n basic dare order. Dates 
shown agamsr inT rosters are toe basic dates 
of the top efigtote personnel The number toL 
lowing the points (or basic date) is the num¬ 
ber advanced m April, 

CCMEAML im (24.3.00), 6: CCMEAEL 
int 127 3,00), 1; CCMEAMLSM Dry. Nil; 
CCMEAELSW Dry, Nil. CCWEAADC Dry. 
Nil; CCWEAWDO Iht (30.7.99), Nil: 


Deaths 


LWTR Paul Samuel Bales MOD 

London. March 25 

Mine Alan Wayne Richards CTC 

Lympstone. March 31. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the May headlines 
of past decades..* 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 


repor 
RN 1 


delighted and relieved that the RN Barracks 
Chatham would not be handed over to the Army as 
had been proposed with the end of the No re 
Command in 1961. 

With the dropping of the Blue Streak nuclear 
missile project, the Admiralty was asked to make 
an urgent study of the requirements for a British 
submarine capable of carrying US-designed 
Polaris missiles. It was estimated that ten or 12 
such boats would be needed. 

30 years ago 



• HMS Yarnton - based at Bahrain in 1970. 


20 years ago 


A 1.800-MILE i 


r by four Wessex Mk 5 aircraft 


: tourney I 

of 845 Naval Air Squadron, from northern Norway 
to their base at RN air station Culdrose. was 
believed to be the longest formation flight made by 
four British military helicopters. 

For the first time in over 40 years, two Royal 
Navy ships - Punches ton and Yarnton - passed 
through the Clarence Strait between Iran and 
Geshm Island. The ships were based at Bahrain 
with the Ninth Mine Countermeasures Squadron. 


THE SOVIET Union was launching a nuclear-pow¬ 
ered submarine every six weeks - more than dou¬ 
ble the rate of the West, said the Goverment's 
Defence White Paper The defence budget for the 
coming year was £8 billion, an increase of about 
3.5 per cent. 

The White Paper also said that the arming of 
Britain's Service women to relieve manpower 
shortages had to be considered, but was “unlikely 
to be immediate*. 


-wrt aaul^m iru iiv.j.uui. ron; 

;wEAWDOSM Dfy. 3; CCWEASWS* 
WSM Qfy. Nil; CCWEASWSTECSM 
y. Nil; CCAEAM Int (19.99). 1; 


CCWEAADCSM Ini (17 3 00). Nil; 

CCWEAWDO SM “ ' “-- 

NAVSM 

Dry. 

CCAEAR Dty, Nil; CCAEAWL ■ 292 

(1,9.96), Nil 

PCKEWXO) - (7.9,99); LSfEW) - Dry, Nil; 
PO(M) (10.1.00); L5(M) Enl (13.1 96k Nil 
POiR) - (6.5.07). Nil; LS(R) - Em (7 9 99). Nil; 
PCKS) (11.1.00): LS(S) Dry, m, PO(DJ 
(11 3 97): LSfD) - 762 {15 6.93), 3; 
POfMWMO) - 0 5.2.00); ' ‘ 

pojg- - -- - 


LSA(GS) - Int (I4,2.99) t 2 POWTR(GS) - 
139 (26 7.96): LWTR(GS) - 254 (22 9 96). 6; 
POM A ■ (10 3.90); Lit A ■ Int (10.11.9S), 6: 
PO(SMSMM01 - (20.1 00), LSjSKSM) - Dry, 
Nil; PG(TS){SM) 261 (24.10,95): 

^SM) - Int (26.2.90). Nil; PORS(SU) 


POW(RS) ■ (12,10.99); POWETS 1 
(4.11.93), Nil; LWETS * Dry. NtJ; PQW\ 
ROWOHVG: POWOSA ■ (20.1 98). LWD 



512 

POWWA: 
LWDSA 

- Int (11.2.961, 1; PONN (14.7,96). 

“OfAWW) LOM(AWW) - tot U6 3.99), 


LSMW) - 


■y. Nil: 


Rear Admiral Dennis Cambell CB. DSC. 
inventor ol aogiod (fight deck and firs! CO 
HMS Ark Royal (IV) 1955 56 Served 1925 
60. Appointments: thunder or. Repulse, 
Wolfhound. Sesame Ouafcl>ed as pitot, then 
Furious (401 A 405 Flights - Falrey 
Ftytalcbws). Ark Royal (CO 603 NAS - 
Skuas. DSC 1940). To si pilot Boscombe 
Down {first dock landing of Blackburn 
Firebrand - Htusthous 1943), Senior Naval 
RepresentakYti to British Air Gomrwsaton in 
WasfWon 1943-45. HMS Gtory (Cdr Air), 
rmtagef Castle (CO), Director Naval Arr 
Warfare 195657. Flag Officer Flying Training 
1957-GO Aped 92. 

Rear Admiral Dougin Granger Parker 

CB. DSQ. DSC. AFC. Wartime fighter 
squadron CO and Assistant Chief of Naval 
Staff (Ops 6 Air) 1969-71, Served 1940 7 V 
Joined as Naval Airman, HMS Si Vmcenl. 
Gained wings and commissioned 
Appointments: HMS Landrail (772 NAS - 
Skuas). Victorious (064 NAS - Fulmars, 
Pedestal convoy - one toil, shared another. 
Re-equipped Seafires - N. Afnca Landings). 
Stalker (633 6 680 NAS - Seafires. Salerno), 
Boscombe Down (Coreair evaluation p*k>l). 
Puncher (1845 NAS CO - Corsairs). Slmger, 
Formidable (1642 NAS CO - Corsm. Ratos 
On Sato&hrmo Gumo islands and led first 
British air rato on mainland Japan - DSC. 
DSO), Post war Tnumph (800 NAS CO - 
Seafires), Boscombe Down test pitot (Hew 64 
afferent types - AFC). St Austell Bay, 
Goidciesi (698 NAS CO - Sea Hawks). 
Deputy Director Air Warfare, HMS Cavendish 
{CO), Daedalus - Capt (Air) To FO Naval A:r. 
Hermes {CO 1967-69) Member of FAA 
Officers Association. March 14, aged 80. 


PO<SR) (10 6.971; LS(SR) Int (9,6 96), 
N.I; PO{SEA) (15 2 00); POCO (9 6 96): 
LRO Int (8.2.001, N,l: POPT 549 
(12 10.93); RPO 500 (2.11 93); 

P0MEM{LHGS) H9.1.00). LMEM(U(GS) 
Int (14 6 99), 10: POMEM(UHGS) 

{27 10 08), LMEM(Mj{GS} tot (21.4 96), 
10; POWEM(Ol 12 3 99); LWEM(0) Int 
(25 3 90). Nil; POWEM<flXG5) <7 0 99); 
LWEM{R)(GS) Dry, Nil POCA(GS) 

(2 6 97); LCH(GS) 106 (16.7.07), 4; 
POSTD<GS) - 518 (9.12.93); LSTDfGS) 
437 (16 2 951. 6 POSA(GS) (25 6 96), Nil: 


Capl Arthur Medley (Slogger) Williams 

DSC and Two Bars, one ol most successful 
anti, submarine officers ol WW2 Served MN 
1927 38 and RN 1936 59. Appointments 
Dunedin, Osprey, Nun rod. Wanderer 
' Atlantic), Hesperus f Atlantic. DSC and Bat), 
“enrel. Bulldog (CO, Atlantic, Arche. Channel 
pre D-Day. Sank U-719* P$C). Tavy (Senior 
Officer 20th Escort Group, Arctic), Diadem, 


POWEM(RWSM) 356 (7.3.95); 

LW1M(RMSMJ 856(3 3 32). f: POSA/SM}; 
LSA(SM) . Int (15.7 98), 1; POWTR(SM); 
LWTR(SM) T84 {5.12 96). Nit; POCA(SM) 
{23 5 98): LCHfSM) - 776 (5.12.92), Nit; 
POSTCXSM) 476 (8 3 34): LST(SM) 515 
{17.294). Nil; POA(AH) (21.5.97); LA(AH) 
256 (10.7.961. 4, POA(METOC) (22 6 99). 
Nil; LA(METOC) - m (2 2.99). Nil; 
POA(PHOT) 818 {25.2 92). Nil POA(SE) 
621 (IB 11 92). Nil: LA{SE) Ini (4.6 98), NM; 
POACMN 373 <29 9 94). m. POAC Dry, 
POAEM(M) LAEM(M) 463 (9.2.95), 
POAEM(R), LAEMfR) 562 (17 2 94). 


- Int 
LOM{ 


Nil; POfAWT) - (11.1.Q0), LOM(AWT) - tot 
(8 6 99). N4; PO^UW) - (7.2.00); LOM(UW) 
J (30.3,00), 10: PO(EW) . (3.3.00); 
EW) - int (6 6.99), Nil; POfMW) - 


LEMfR) - 

POAEI4(L). LAEM(L) ■ 353 (5.10.95), 


t 


Escort Group, Arctic), 

Loch Scavato (CO). Osprey (XO), Capt Supt 
Devonpoto Dockyard (Auckland. NZ), Aged 
90. 

John (BUI) Bedford. Ex-Seaman Gunner 
Jutland veteran and oldest surviving field 
gunner (1923). Served 1916-32. then RFR 
until recalled 1938-46. Ships: Powerful. Duke 
of Edinburgh (Jutland), Dido, Victorious, 
Queen Elizabeth, Revenge, Amazon, 
Penelope. Except. Apni t. aged 10Q, 
Sydney Valentine Wragg DSM. ex-PO 
(LTO) submanner, served 1938-50, Boats: 
Triumph, Tigris, P3t, P214, Satyr (DSM ffor 
undaunied courage, skill and devotion to duty 
in successful patrols''). Taciturn, Tudor, 
Ambush March 5. aged 6i 

Li Cdr Peter Roocrotl Kenyon Bell, 
served 1943-65. Ships: MTB 764, MTB 2013. 
MTB 2016, Sursay, Resource, Betlerophon, 
Reward. Perseus. Theseus. Victory, Acuta. 
Caprice, Royal Arthur March 26, aged 74 
Norman Lees. Lt RN 1978-88 and RNR 
(Li Gdf) until 1998 Helicopter pilot 
Appointments; 772 NAS, 845 NAS, 707 NAS. 
Airline training captain. April 8. aged 49 
Peter Gamier, served in RNVR in WW2 
Survivor of armed merchant vessel Dty ol 
Nagpur {sunk by U boati. Served in MTBs. 
MGBs {Wounded, D-Day) Post war raky and 
racing driver, journal on Autocar from 1952. 
and Edtior 1968 81 March 25, aged 81 
Gordon Linford, reputedly youngest RM 
to serve to Korean War (gunlayer m HMS 
Belfast) Served 1946 63 joining as boy 
bugler. Became marksman and staff driver. 



H BUOY! 

0NUHC »m 

9tt A SWEATSHIRT 

We’ve got 5 to 

cm my/ 


Al! you have to do is find the bouy 
hidden somewhere on our website at: 
www.nawnews.co.uk 

e-mait your answer# pl#a#e to: enqumggtffinaw ngwB.o o.uk 

Don't fongat to Include your name* addnppp an d telephone number! 

Competition cloee& on 22nd May 2 000, 

First five correct e-mail© drawn will win a superb sweatshirt. 

{ffwytp jw e / celjlJw* ef f M n * xra not to *rt*r) 


Sh ps inducted HMS Eagle Aged 66 

Pet Collins member of Fleetwood branch 
Ol RN Parrot Service. 

Brian Smyth ex-REM. member of HMS 
Corn us Comrades - Korea veteran. Feb. 18. 

John Berm Ships: Comus (Korea), Duke 
of York, minesweepers. Member of HMS 
Corny* Comrades and Sm»sh Korean War 
Veterans A&scCtatton. March 20, aged 88. 

John Comer. ex-MEi. served 1958-69, 
Ships included Raleigh, Centaur, Orion, 
Capnce. Betterophon. Devon*htf». Decoy, 
Tyne. Feb. 16, aged 58. 

George William Hopklrvton, CPO 
(Stores), served 1941-66, Ships included 
Baldwin. Heaiher. Argonaut. Corunna. 
Centaur, Victorious, Nov. 24, aged 75. 

Fred. D. Carter (ex-etoctnoan), served 
from 1936, SNps included Sirmingham. 
London. Holder ol Pacific and Burma Stare 
Feb 25. 

William (Bill) Holden. ex4DFOGl. served 
1945-70. Last ship HMS Scarborough. First 
Trainer, Portsmouth Re9d Gun Crew 1967. 

Walter S. Sharpe, ex-LS. served 1940- 
45. Ships: Drake, Stanley. Heron. Duke of 
York. March 16, aged 88 

Ken Spray. ex-$ig, member of HMS 
Wizard end HMS Cadi Joint Association 
(served to Wizard 1949-50). and of RNA 
March 2i. 

Robert Lumb member of Algerines 
Association {Pfocher), Feb 8 

Derek E. He hand, member of Aigennes 
Association (Persian)- March i. 

Arthur K. Perry, member of Algerines 
Association (Spanker, Watenmteh). March 
12 . 

Lea Huming^ ex-Sto 1 Ships included 
Serene (1944-46) and Hardy. Member of 
HMS Serene Association Jan. rs. 

J, B. (Jim) Hlscock. ex-AB, served 1943- 
45 Member of HMS Vesper Association, 
March 26 

Harry Blatter ex-AB. Ships included 
HMS Maahona (Norway, Bssma/ck, Battle of 
Atlantic. Survivor of Sinking. 1041). Member 
of Tribal Class Destroyer Association. 

Fred Platt, en-Asdtc seaman. Ships 
included HMS Tartar (Mediterranean, Atlanta 
A Arctic convoys. D-Day. British Pacific 
Fleet), Member of Tribal Class Destroyer 
Association 1939-45 and KXh Destroyer 
Flotilla Association 1041*45, 

William (BUI) Eldrldge. ex-AB Pre WW2 
on Chtoa Station. Survivor HMS Blanche 
{sunk 1939). March 28. aged 82 

Will red (WUf) Harris ex Mech sub¬ 
mariner. Boats included Dreadnought. 
Warspne Aged 60- 

Da vId Mortimer, ex-MEM Ships: 
Heather. Golden Eagle, Ashanti. Member of 
Yorks West Riding branch of Russian 
Convoy Club. March 25, aged 60 

Ken Robinson, member ol RN OEMS 
Association (Southern), Shtpe: Glendower, 
Wellesley March 19. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Capt C, H, Campbell DSC and Bar. 
Served: Ambuscade. Wolsey, Ganges, 
Suffolk, Scarborough, Frobisher, Flizroy, 
Dinosaur. Triumph, a Vincent 

it J, W, N. Campbell Served: 
Indomitable, Jamaica. Aik Royal. 

Capt M. F. Carrington CBE, DSC, 
Served: Belfast. Ganges. Devonshire, 
Ttotaget Castle. Temeraire, 

U Cdr P. E Corbin Served: Theseus, 
Coduetis, Harrier. Heron 

Cdr (8) L W. B, CotoMng, Served: 
Keppei. York, Cormorant, St Angelo, Anson. 

Pembroke. Fulmar. 


(15 2.00): LOM(MW) Int (7.9 99). Nd; 
PO(C): LOMfC) - tot (17.2.99), m. PO(SSM) 
(8 7 99); lO«(SSM) tol (182-98). NJ; 
PO(TSM) - (13.10 99); LOM(TSM) t£8 
(t9.3 97). m PO{C3M) {27.9 99). 
LOM(CSM) Ini (2.12.99), Nil; PO(WSM) 
(3 2.00). LOM(WSM) 5?3 (26 5 94). 3 
Base date for ratings m the totiowtng cat¬ 
egory, which has no examination for the naxl 
h^her rate, is in accordance with BR1086 
Chapter 22: 

POWT1L- 450(1.12,951, 

The number of B13a issued in the lemato 
categories are those advanced from the 
tomato shore roster. 


RNH Haslar 

Cdr (S) C. H, Cos MBE, Served: Curlew, 
St Angeto. Superb. Mercury. NATO. 

it Cdr G, R Coy DSC. Served: Hermes. 
Khedive. VWture, Theseus. Presktent. 614 
NAS 

U J. N, Gibson RNVR Served: Rajah, 



President. Swiftsure. Pe 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Les King, Brpmsgrove Ex-RM. survrvor 
HMS Zulu (Tobruk raid), Jan., aged 79. 

Harry Gillingham, lately treasurer Sofva 
6 Si Davids, e*-CPO(AE). served 1946-68 
Ships metuded Ark Royal, Victorious. 
Bulwark, Tenor, Vulture. Seahawk. Gotocrest, 
Nuthatch. Aged 72. 

Arthur J. Ellle. president and Sounder 
member fSe*bi!! Feb. 28, aged 83 

George Coding, Scarborough. Served 12 

S tars, Ships included HMS Chanty. Boxed tor 
N. Feb 29. aged 79 

George Pattenden, Wtvtstabse. and pres¬ 
ident of Whitstabie branch of Royal Bm*sh 
Legion Aged 79. 

W, Anthony. Fleetwood. Dec. 

C. Glass. Fleetwood. Dec 
W. Grace. Fleetwood, Jan, 

P. Collins. Fleetwood, Feb 
jack Champion. West Mailing. Ex- 
LSto . served 1943 46 Ship: HMS Talybont 
(Atlantic and D-Day). March 7. aged 74. 

Gerald Scally, Bury. Former Sit - coder. 
Stkps: Eskimo (Arctic convoys). Sheffield, 
Howe {British Pactoc Fleet), March 3, aged 
86. 

John Gamble, president Wdtesden. Ex* 
Sto.i. Feb. 22. aged 7i. 

AJen Benson, Durham City. Ships todud* 
ed Ganges, Eastbourne and submarines. 
Feb. 4. aged £5. 

John Cook, Durham Dty. E*-CCMEA(H). 
served 29 years Ships mcluded Puma, 
Phoebe. Also Fastone 1096 Feb 4. aged 49. 
Albert Knight, Hortey, Ex-AB. March 11. 
Tom Wheeter High Wyoombe Ex-radar 
rating. Ships; Swfftsure, Grenville, Anson. 
Also with RAN 

Trevor J, Squires. Cwmbran. Ex-Tel., 
served 1947-49 Ships included Loch 
Veyatto, Feb, 9, aged 7i 

George F. Clarita. Cwmbran. Ex-PO 
Mech, served 1942-48 to MLs 
(Mediterranean). March 7. aged 76, 

Leslie Donald White. Danford. Ex-PO, 
served W8*54 Jan., aged 71, 

Reginald Arthur (Reg) Ludbrook We 
member and standard bearer Kingsbury 6 
Kenton. Served 1943-47, Ships: Sphtox, 
Canopus. St Bride's Bay March 10. 


Officer promotions 


Promoiioris to Neuienam commander RN and 
major RM effective October. 

WARFARE BRANCH 

General Service E G AhJgren, P J 
Bamon. SJ. Beaumont. W0 Bennett. Ait 
Cd# TJ. Brifington, ALT Cdr R J, Curbs, G.K 
Elsom. E C. Garfick, T M Henry A lt Cdr R J 
Hggs. Ail Cdr T. Hdgan. H R G Howesl. 
A, A Jordan, J.O, Len, AH Cdr D R Pany, 
M..R. Pugh. M.T. Reeo. M S Robinson. M,R. 
Taytor, M K Ubey. E G WaStei All Cdr J 
Whittom. 

Air - I S. ftthflii. A P Clarke, G E Cook. 
T.G. Oeb Han. S.W Dutosee. G J, Finn, j.A 
Ford. P RD. Gardmer. M G Grtodon. 0 G W 
H:nch. § Lynch. D M Oddy, AU Cdir 8 O 
O Sullivan, J P. Philips, D M, Ritchie. PN 
Robertson. R C V Smith. j.R.N. Tayier, Tj„ 
Taytor. T.C Walkins. M.A WJfcams 


ENGINEERING BRANCH 


Engineering - C B J Anfyr, D P Bell, P. 
Berry, PK. Bissau, I M Bissett, R.G Surge 
P Chambers. I.R Cdwper. A J P. Dunn. |.R 
Fmn, PG. Game. AU Cdr J M. George. C M. 
Green. TR, Hatcher. LS. Hobson. J,S. 
Huichinga. AU Cdr L Jordan. D A Joyce. 


Promotions to WO 


T.S N. Love, M E Low, PJ Moss, J W 
Pameit, CPB Pearson, j PL Phesse, M R. 
PiCksley. M E Pnnce. M D Ralptoson. D 
Rtohardson, P J. Richman, A.L. Rundte, Ml 
Smith, R W SulCWfe, R Young 

TM IS ■ c B Cock D M Orton, u Pears, 
A Taytor. 

SUPPLY BRANCH 

M Be*. KJ. Bunt. PC. Grocoff, D A HaH, 
J-C $. Pneasani, GO Plaice. A D.fl SLHweir- 
Cox, R F. Turner. N A Walker. P, 
Waterhouse, S.W. Young. 

MEDICAL SERVICES BRANCH 

Alt Cdr F.J, Gen #11. AU Cdf 
C J Mciaughian. S T O Caaoghan, A Li Cdr 
B R Richards. ALI Cdr MF, Trastef 
ROYAL MARINES 

To Ma}or - D.L Bam, RJ, Bukner, H F.G 
Devim, R W Perry. 

To Major (Bend) ■ P.F Watson. 

NON*S PECl A LIST FEMALE OFFICERS 
$ L. Gate. S Leigh 

OARNNS 

C.J. Robson. $ J Soencer. 


THOSE LISTED betow have accepted pro 
mohon to Wairant Officer following toe 
February March 2000 Selection Boards The 
effeefivo date for promoted u March 3t next 
year. 

WEAPONS ENGINEERING 
To WtyWEAXADC) - G Edgmgton, K A 
Edgmgton. M Fiekteend, N A Smart. i.M, 
Thurston. A.P, Wrutely 

To WO(WEAKWDO} ■ O.J Appleby. S J 
Beattto, J, Eames. A. Forster. B. H4I. fa J.R. 
Newsori. P. NuttsA M Parker, H.K. Ranton. 

S. W, Rogers 

To WO(WEMMO) - J. Mains. A J 
Woodward. 

To WO(WEMHR) J.A. Porter. 

To WOONEAKADCHSM) DJ GoodaH 
MARINE ENGINEERING 
TO WO(MEAMML) (P) (H) - B A, Bennett, 
P M. Berrow, B .t>. Bockland. J.A. Con non y. 
AJ Coull. S. Eaglestone. J. Giles, SA 
Johnstone, J. Keenan. AJ. Mamlt, I.O. 
Smith, t. Sutcliffe. PH N 011. 

To WOfWEAMLHEi) PW. Apptoford. 

AJ. Siverthorne. P,A Simpson. R.E 
Thompson, N.G, Wilkams. 

To WO(MEM)(M) M K. Flartegan, S, 
Hurst. 

To W0{MEAHI4L) (M) '(PMSM) T.S. 

AmotoL 

To WOMEA(ELMSM) -J D. Brown 
FLEET AIR ARM. REGULATING AND FT 
To WO(AEA) S M AHen. R D- Price. 
H M Reed 

To WO(AEM) tt T Bamea. J Campbeu. 
P B J Gregory. W.L Ronayne, A J. Scales, 
D. Wade 


To WO(AC) ■ A J. Wroot 

To WO{AH) - SJ GuVrver 

To WO(PHOT) - S.fi. AntrobuS P Cowpe 

To WOACMN P W.C Ccombes 

To WOMAA - R W.C. Shone 

To WOPT J M Stewart 

WARFARE 

To wotoy c R Gaie. 

To WO(M) R. Bladen. D P Cooper, M, 
Cron, 

To WCKMWKO) - N A, Smith, 

To WO(R) ■ DJ.P Brennan. J.F. Coleman, 
A.C. Deacon, M.T Hoylea. A M Lawson. 
E M, McMurchw, J.A. MflCheH. 

To WCHEWMO) M.fi.W. Findlay. 

To WCXSEA) A T, Hdy, D.A. Maxwell. 

To WO(R9) ■ R G, Forbes. R.T. McKie. 
J.L Stewart. J.M. Wode, J. Furness. 

To WCXCYJ - I.W. Brown, D.S 
Hendereon. 

TO WOC! ■ M, Cooper. J.R. O'Arty 
To WO(SSMMO} A C. Clarke 
To WO(COXNMSM) - C D. Green, 

To WO(TSSM) D M Co«m, S T. Mooney, 
C D. Murphy R J. Williams. 

To WO(WSM) - P Gow 

MEDICAL 6 SUPPLY 
To WOCA ■ PD. Handscomb, A. Jackson, 
G G Livings. N.N Park, S D S Pink, D J 
Reynolds. M J. Smith. 

To WOSA O l Hoff. SJ. Umood. C N 
Mountford 

To WOWTR J, Barratl. K 0. Oarkjon. 
S.P Goddard, W, Scott. M.A Wiby. 

To WOSTD N H TfOey 
To WOMA PL Duncan 
To WOWDSA P Last. 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval drafting in Apni for the following (o be 
advanced: 

To CCAEA(M) C O Galloway (624 
NAS), 

To COCT J.P Schoftokf (JSSU GaWey). 
M B Webster (RNU RAF Dtoby). 

To CCMEA - M S Tonga ffostoous). I.M 
WiBiams (Bangor), N,M Sjmpson iSulten). 
S N. RLftter (CFM Pmouth). A.W. FarqulW 
(SSA Bath), M. Procter (Drake CFM), S.D 


Walton (Neptune NT). 

To CCWEA B. Turns (Neptune SMI), KJ. 
Dudley (Drake CFM). P.W. Bass (CSST 
Shore Devonport). 

OPERATIONS (SEAMA 
To CPO<EW)(0) - M D, Bed ( 

CNN). W.T. Pin (JMOTS Nw 
Nurtkng (Dryad), 


Shore Devonport). 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

I (Drake CBP 
N wood). I.M. 

TO - AR. Brown (York). S,G. 

Lane (Richmond). 

To CPO(R) - G.S. Wilks (Invincible). $ L 
Coates (Hfustnous). O.S. Kennedy (Dryad), 
CPOfSEA) A. Ekmerworth (Oceani. 

To CPOWWA - A.G, Ouickfaii (MOO 
OGSS Portsmouth). 

OPERATIONS (COMMS) 

To CPORS DJ Thomas (SNONI). 

To CPOCY - J.O Petne {DCSACommcen 
FAS), A.G. Parkin (CoHingwood}- 
MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(L) PB Dyeon (neptune 
NT), A, Bayne (Grafton), R. Wilson 
M.P. Bakfwm Elltostnousi, C A 


(Invincible), 
Hen 


annatord {Montrose), B.G. Woodward 
(Sheffield). 

To CPOMEMtM) C J.E, Brunei (Raleigh), 
R,R. Nutt (Excellent). IJ. Bagwell 
(Penzance). T.W,H, EUas (ACDS OPS), J.C 
Walker (Feaftoas), CJ. Harden (Exceffent). 
R.N. Pearce (invincible), B E, Haywood (CFM 
Pmouth). M.D. Wenham (tovnebto). R-C. 
Owen (Giouce*t»f), t,E. Bdyd (Ark Royal), 
PD McGarry (Excefteni). AR Weston 
(Excellent). FT. McCulloch (Fearless). I.H 
White (Anglesey). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA M.C Bdwyer {RH Haster), R. 


Swop drafts 


CH R Alton HMS Forest Moor ext 4227. 
drafted HMS Westminster, July n.Wdi swop 
tor any Portemouth small shsp. 

STD P. R. Devy. 6E Stbd. HMS iitostoous. 
BFPO 305. dreftea JSU Nonhwood, June 21. 
Will swop for HMS Dryad or any Portsmouth 
or Gosport shore establishment. 

LOM(C) Dins da to. HMS Marlborough. 
BFPO 333 (deploying), wtl! consider any 
Portsmouth ship not ctoptoytog, 

L5EA MU burn Rosylh ext 63367,63408. 
HMS Ark Royal. BFPO 212 (refining Rosyth 
untH 200V. Wilt swop tor any sea-going ship, 
preleraoto Devonport based. 

SA A Lurid. RNAS CuWro^e ext 7203. 
drafted HMS Edinburgh, July 4. Wia consider 
any Plymouth ship or PonaniouTh Type 23. 

WSTD Beddowi. HMS Drake (9375 
68336), drafted CHFHG Spri. HMA Heron, 
July 24. WW swop for any Plymouth ship 
deploying or not 

MEM1 Clarke, HMS Coftesmote, BFPO 
257 (FaeJane ext 3891L wiH swop lor any 
Portsmouth CVS or Type 42 soon to deploy. 
Taker must be MCMV and Nl qualified, 

LSA Grant. HMS Somerset (HMNB 
Devonport exi 53660), drafted RNAS 
CutorOSe, mid-July. Wtll swop for anywhere In 
Ptymoulh area 

CH 0, Meleen. HMS Exeter, BFPO 276, 


Waimstey (MOD DC IS FS). 

To CPO STD CM Penrose 

(Northumberland). PR. Oungey (Nelson). I E. 
Fo* (Suthertand), 

To CPOWTR - PJ. Inkpen fiiiustnous). 
K.E. Brady (Ralegh), S. Simpson (Eaglet), 
D.K. Jones {Raleigh). 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL 

To CPOMA - K. Deaton (Vrvicf). C.J Fell 

(Raleigh) 

FLEET AIR ARM (RON-ENGINEERING) 

To CPO(AC) A J CoK (tovincsble) 

To CPOA(AH) ■ T.fa. While house 
(ExceKeml. J J Cosgrove (RFANSU (Amus) 

TO CPOA(PHOT> ■ K. Preera (Invwdbto). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 

To CPO(SSMMO) - I P. Caitow (Loan 
0 ERA AO AC). K.R. Sykes {Triumph). 

To CPOfrSSM) - J,G,H. Brown (Vanguard 
Port). 

To CPCKWSM) ■ D. Stfaker (CSST Shore 
Fasiane). 

CHIEF ARTlFtCERTlCHNICIAN 

To CPOAEA(L) PB. Jay as (820 NAS). 

To CPOAEA(M) - SJ, Brown (615 NAS 
HO), A L Farr (Yeov>rton), J N. Freeman {8t5 
NAS HO), I.M. Maftby {815 NAS), O R. Reid 
(ES Air MASU Sea). 

To CPOAEA(R) - M.F, MaclOnriOri (ES Air 
Yeo). 

To CPOCT(A} * L.L. Stevenson (JSSU 
Oakley), 

To CPOCT(L) - S J, Hufton (SCU Leyden# 
ACNS) 

To C POME A PC, Ouignan (CFM 
Pmouth), M S. Hudson (Cumoerlartoj, G 
Jeffenas (Manchester). J.A. Kmghi 
(Exoeient). 

To AC POME A ■ MJ. Long more (Drake 
CFM) 

To CPOWEA N.W Campbell (Coventry), 
D M Cook (Drake CFM), S P. Foster 
(Cornwall), C.0. Merntt (irrwnctole). J, Taytor 
(Campbeltown), 

To ACPOWEA - L.N. Donato (Sceptre). 

To CPOMT - D P Bennett (RH Hester). 


drafted RNAS Culdrose, June 5. Wilt swop tor 
any Devonport draff, 

A8{R) KL A. Pownall (ADAWS), tel, 9387 
53230. Navs Yeo, HMS Bulldog - Plymouth 
based, not deploying unfit Jan. Must be Nav s 
Yeo, Will swop for any Portsmouth ship 
deploying or hot 
OM(AW)l Hill, HMS 


Anglesey, BFPO 207 
92 5842^4. 


(20mm tramed), let 02392 084284. One-year 
draff. WiFi swop for any Plymouth shore 
establishment. 

MEMi 9. Pear eon (Scale B). HMS 
Suftan, dratted HMS Kent. Sept. 25 Win 
swop for CVS. 

LWEM(0) Bariev, Joint Services EOO 
Ops Centre. VauxhaJ! Barracks. Dideal. 
Ox on,, OXt 1 7ES (94234 3360), wtfi oonstoer 
swop to any other draft. 


RAT1NG8 seeking to iwop drafts 
must meet the requirements of 9R14. 
article 0606. In pvtkuter, should be 
on f» due the earns kind of service - 
see or shore; here time to serve (n 
their current draff; be the same rate; 
and be of etmllar experience, 

AH app licet to ns for swop d 
are to be made on Form C240 to I 
Centurion Building, 


> NDD, 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 


DISPLAY 


CLASSIFIED 

Lineage . 90p per word 
Trade minimum 30wds, 
For Sale, Minimum .tOwds. 
Sok number . £3 


Half Page.£1,2(1 

Quarter Page £68 

S.C.C. £13.5 

PENFRIENDS See details on .pages 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details available on request 

Please Tel: 023 927 25062 
for a full Media Pack 


OIL RIGS 

The Essential Guide * 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESNT KNOW WHERE TO START. 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
OflMATXJN YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL FOGS* 

- BOOKS TOO IV * 
01253 869808 
8 Clegg Ave. Ihomion-Cieveieys, 
t ana, FYS iBU. u K 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Bui 460. DONCASTER t)N4 9NI. 
w ww. tic w I cu fed uc a t to n, cth u k 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl VAT) as effective from is* April 2000 


PRO-DRIVE 


> A Pwirttfit'D S JPPLSlA TO 

*** *** 

Train to be a 
DSA Approved 
Driving Instructor 
For a FREE info pack tel: 

ogO'fi 

fflS 


www.pro-drive.co. uk 


HELICOPTER FITTERS 
£15,000 - £18,100 pa 

to work in 1* and 2 nd line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation. Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 
years, 8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident 
and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 
Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: NN 


d/M) 


Mibom Industrial Designs Limited 
& Brassmill Enterprise Centre, Brassmill Lane, Bath. BA I 3JN 
Tel: 01225 444 809 Fax: 01225 444 787 

www.midltd.co.uk 

Technical Authors Required 

For contract positions in the South West 
E*«*crvice personnel preferred, with back ground 
hi Mechanical / Aeronautical Engineerirtg 
Eutucalcd to ONC si^Urd / relevant c x pcrience 
Computer Literate, w ith experience of [iocurocnUlloo 


CV with covering letter to: 

Rebekah Hrintl 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Carps Centre, Middle Wallop Stodbridge, Hampshire SO20 80Y 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 


11:1 


PARADING outside Middlesbrough Civic Centre, the 
ship’s company of HMS Marlborough were granted the 
Freedom of her affiliated town. 

Alter the reading of the resolution in the Mayoral Chambers, 
they marched through Middlesbrough with colours flying, 
bayonets fixed, drums beating and bands playing". 

Commanding offiicer of the Type 23 frigate Capt Tony Rix 
told Navy News: M We always enjoy visiting the town and relish 
the opportunity to renew old acquaintances and foster many 
new friendships. 

The Freedom of Middlesbrough is an honour that has not 
often been bestowed and we accepted it with immense pride. " 

The day was shared with another Freedom awardee, Mrs 
Alma Collins, who was recognised for her work with children 
with special needs. 

During her visit, HMS Marlborough took the opportunity to 
show children from local schools around the ship, played foot¬ 
ball against Middlesbrough Council and hockey against 
Acklam Ladies Hockey Team, held a careers forum and visited 
their affiliated Sea Cadet unit, TS Jupiter, 

• Capt Tony Rix and the Mayor of Middlesbrough. Cllr Mike 
Can ; inspect the divisions during the freedom parade. 


FLS Aerospace Limited 


The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader. 


Operating from London Gat wick. London Stansted, London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following: 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL Engme Shop Hydraulic Sliop Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop Radio Shop Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training win be provided where necessary'. 


rhis ^5 ars outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excei'ent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement 


Please apply in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker 
Senior Personnel Officer. FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road, 
London ' Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 IRE 


For Company information see our website at> 
vvww. FLSAe ropsatet om 

E-mail: guywGfltsaerospace.com Fax No Oi 279 680065 | 


Broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian 
volunteers {Including ex-RN} to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at sea and ashore. 


NAVAL 

RESERVE 




m 


w 


cC 




Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous train¬ 
ing a year plus an evening 
most weeks and the occa¬ 
sional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling expens¬ 
es are payable; in addition t 
most reservists qualify for 
an annual 

tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1.050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 40 years (45 for ex-RN) t 
male or female and physically fit 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details ot these ’phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676. 


NURSES 

Are you a bored/disheartened RGN? 

Would you like to play a valuable part in the development of tomorrow's 
drug therapies? 

At Medeya!, you wsil have the opportunity to be part of a growing, 
innovative, internationally respected and dedicated Clinical team in 
testing now compounds on behalf of major international drug companies 
along with the help of our heatthy volunteers at Manchester Science 
Park or alternatively, with patients in our hospital based unit at the MRt, 
If you enjoy working regular hours (this could be nights or days) and 
are meticulous in your attention to detail and accuracy, are happy to 
follow procedures, we want you to send us your CV or contact us to 
find out about our OPEN DAY , when you've decided if you like the 
look of our nurses' role in phase 1 studies you can tell us what hours 
you are available. 

We are implementing a competency model tied to a grading structure 
where you w>tf be rewarded for your research nurse sktfis and knowledge. 
You may also progress mto other areas of drucai research management 

The basic salary for a Full-time post is £t 7,000 pa lor those without 
Phase t experience. We also offer 25 days holiday, rising lo 30 per 
annum {dosing between Christmas and New Vear). We reward lengih 
of service through our holiday entitlements, bonus and income 
protection schemes 

Written applications, quoting reference CU44 . salary details together 
with a CV should be sent to: 

Medcvof Limited. Skelton House, Manchester Science Park, 
Lloyd Street North, Manchester Ml 5 63H. 

Further information about Medeval can be obtained at: 

www.medeval.com 


Salary £31, 


Post Office for Sale, Plymouth 
5 Bed. property 

£ 169,500 
“S 01752 662032 


leaving The Forces? Want THE 
job not A job? E\-Services in 
Business? Join The List its FREE 
Open to Setyjpetilex-ScfYket Sl all Rank* 
The tvfiXuJ Job Sejfvh & Hu>hw<. Ofttctory, 
Their wuiotw feruxt Ac Iht 

* to fwt fsU omc m me m ■ fin 
wuw.ihdi'auW.Ltjm tf A14SJ 200 fiftJ 
NUfenjSfi. thifrfutd.fiodatatJ** GLS4YH 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearcharsxo.uk 
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At Your Service 


Over to You 


HMS Antelope WWK Marti Spruce wants to 
frnd put about his lather Tom Spruce, a 
Sparks in Antefope m to* Med Around 1044- 
45 he was sent to write a manual tor a radio 
sat. possibly at Cdifrngwood. Contact Work 
Spruce. 13. Pkifoto Lane, KmouftOn, Motts 
NG12 3EB tel; 01949 81396 

HMS North Star Peter Lee-Hate wants 


Wiltshire SN11 0€A, tot: 01249 S11405 
MY AI lentil HUS Sargasso H anyone. 
espeoa% crew members, has tnto on this 
vassal, based at Dover, or $ Jenrawi father 
A S Jenoer. who was a member at the Crew, 
please contact S Jenna# at 36, Henmker Rd, 
Stratford. London Ei5 UZ. 

HMS Cleopatra FE Daniel seeks 
Terence James Smith and Jacqueline 
Yvonne SmcLStf. chnMened m 1952 to the 
1941 Cleopatra's ships bell.Contact F£ 
Darnel at 45 Glebe R*e, Kings Sutton. 
Battury OXt 7 3PH, tot 01295 810)24. or D 
Croft, Spnngtteld Mews, Harrogate HGl 
2HP, tol 01423 566325 

CP0($loker) Reginald Morley Bray 
served T 926 58 - does anyone reca£ him? 
Terry Go$i*ng needs «nfo about when and 
what ships he served in and any anecdotes. 
Call or ta* Terry on 01975 563677. e-mail: 
tenyyoskng0cafeShee net 

LStoker James Mackey Kitted in action 
m HMS Scout tot me Far East in 1 9* t What 
were the circumstances of his death, and ckj 
the shtp survived Contact h*s brother, Bril 
Mackay.qn 01920 463409 

Naval Ratings Handbook BR 1938 
1951: E. Whiteman bought th« book, inside 
is the name P Bracken C M 986004 Rating 
EA. Re issued Naval Store Office RMB 
Portsmouth S*pi 14, 1955 Would he or a 
relation fake to have the book? Contact E. 
Whiteman. 134, Park Ave, Bushoy. Watlord 
W02 2BB tel: 01923 241104. 

FAA, HUS Gosling, 1942 Anyone from 
class 21. please contact Ken Rogers, PQ 
So* 15. Federal. NSW. 2480. Australia, lot; 
00 61 (0)2 66 884446 Ait expenses repaid 
Badges Charles Ffoufr.es writes *i h<& 
autobiography Aims and toe Tower' “so thal 
the committee could decide on the badge 
designs they would be hung from the bow ol 
a poke# launch and pty between Westminster 
and Lambeth Bridges * Were any photos 
taken, and cart $ Mills obtain copies? 
Contact. S Mitts. 82 Tretoweto Way. Pod. 
Redruth TR15 3T3 

African Coastal flotilla. 1942 3 Was 

tots connected to commando-sfyte forays 
into the interior by comm* ratings, using wire- 
loss trucks? UTw Don Sab*v, e* HMS Eagle, 
later RMS Vetch, was involved, H*s daughter 
wishes to liH gaps m his service record, Write 


If you served in tftff Royal 
Naval MedicafB ranch, or 
R O y a 1 Berth 

ber 


to Dianna Leadbeater. Four Ctomneys\ 48, 
Grange Rd, Nettey Abbey. Southampton 
S031 5FE 

HM ships Grasshopper and 
Stronghold Paul Riches wants io contact 
former members of these crews and anyone 
who recaps Lt J. Hoffmann. killed in 
Stronghold. Contact Paul ai Rudfoe House, 
Leafy Lane. Corsham, Witts SN13 OJY. let 
01225812070. e m*d nchespo0cs com 
HUS Chsrybdis B Woods photograph 
ed the gravestone of J Walker. Wweman RN 
DMN 65737. HMS Charybtks October 23. 
1943 at the Bayern, War Graves. Anyone 
wishing a copy should contact 0 Woods at 
Flat 9. SpmgfuHd House. Wetlands Lane, 
FortiShead BS20 6RJ. tel 01275 649039. 

Naval Enthusiast who OobeciS RN 
leaflets, commission books etc. would tike to 
heaf Irom Wte-rmnded persons, tor swops 
etc. Contact Derek Fox, 86. St Augustine Rd. 
Southsea PQ4 9AD 

HMS Whelp 0 Rayne* uncle. Reg 
Ayers, served 1941-45 and was present at 
surrender ceremony «i Tokyo Bay Whelp 
covered attacks on Paiembang and Sumatra 
in 1945, towed damaged Shakespeare to 
Tnnoomaiee. Anyone who served wtth Rea, 
and has info about turn. HMS Whelp or HMS 
Shakespeare contact D. Ray no, Bedwas. 
Church St, Cato, Uanwrda SA19 8R0 

HMS Indefatigable 1952-53 Seeking 
news on Ken Hyde, Office** Cook (Ward 
room| In 1953 he transferred to the RNZN. 
and served to RMZS Botfora Contact George 
Murray, 84. Green Rd. Stubbinglon, 
Fnham POT 4 2HB, tef: 01329 663632 
HMS Khartoum As a tanker engineer m 
the 40s and 50s. passing Penm Island K 
Trad hen used to see me wreck ol toe 
Khartoum, lost alter a torpedo air vessel 
explosion on June 23. 1940 Can anyone 
provide details on her demise? Contact K. 
Traimen. 4, Raleigh Ctase Marske by Sea. 
Redear T311 7EB, let: 01642 490831 

HUS Faulkner Aten Nash and ha sHters 
have Sound men father Ernes? Nash's rkary ot 
rm Navy semcfi. They m&h to contact any¬ 
one who served with him in Faufcnor and 
HMS Tyne. Contact Alan Nash, 2S4, 
Hedneskxd Rd. Norton Canes, Cannock 
WS lI 3SA, tel. 01543 279731 

Steam Picket Boats: C. Scrrveoer seeks 
a copy of ttva book by H Cdr Stapleton, as he 
is trying to buiid a 5u* model ot one ot these 
craft with steam power, Contact C Scnvener. 
48 Upper Grange Crescent, Cartier on Sea, 
Nortofe NR30 5AU. 

Harold James Nlchoils, CPO 

Devonpori depot 36 yea#^ in me Navy 
Served HM ships A&alross, Cornel, Apollo 
8C years old in May His son J Ajhforth 
seeks anyone with memories Of hrt lather 
Contact him at 233, Chestef Rd, Whitby, 
Efertmere Port CH66 2U 

Seitnyin s Manual Mrs C Player s hus- 



sea, 

8XT 

http^/www.ukfegal.com/fnmedjcal 


Reunion of Serving and Former 
('omni unicat tons Heel Chiefs: and 
IVarranl Officers will be held in 
the Warrant Officers and Senior 
Ranks Mess* HMS CbHingwood 23 
iurt 00 at 2000. If you arc or were a 
G.T.W.S or a IT who joined die 
Service as a Communicalor. then 
please gel in touch for details, 
fan Stinon Smith 01225 KiHOI9 
e-mail: sparkcr. [^htimcmcLcorru 
Pick Cookstey 01329 332644, 
or George poster 01730 K24299. 
Fax 01730 84202, 
e-mail: the, bunti ng#cwcom ,eo. net 


Cdr Edward Owen UNWIN (1905-1941) 

Signals Officer, RN, of Peiersfield, Hampshire 

Osborne & Dwtnwtfh <19I^22X HMS* Ceres li^27>. Furious 
Eigk (1929^11), Ctwyxoo^ (I93t. I93.V34, 1936-37, FUj- Signal, and W ft Othcci), 
Victory 1 1934-351. Glonoirt (1936, Flag Signals and W/T Officerk 
flood 11937-39, Rag W/T OfTiccf k l>Kdalus iFAA, lxc-oo-Soicm. 193948, Flag Signafc 
and W/T Oflicei). Signals Dept,, Admiralty |1944M1| 

Lost r«llowing the torpedoing of HMS Dunedin, Nov. 1941. 

If you knew m served with Ted Unwin, hri grandson would he delighted 
to hear from you, 

Daniel Morgan, 42, Souihfiekfs Road, London SW18 IQJ 
Tel/Fax: 0181 870 3769 E-mail :damorg@zoom.co.uk 


1 


band, an es Navy man, seeks a copy ot this 
book. Contact Mrs Flay*# at 24. Whitehands 
Dose, Kwfcfesdon, Herts EN11 8RV 

An ancestor ol Martin Johnson, Jack 
Johnson, thought to be a RN h*avyw#*ghl 
bo&ing champ, once took on th« US Pacific 
Fleet champton m HonotuAi. Jack Sharkey, ft 
anyone knows about tort, couto toey contact 
Martin at Ekncoto, Kings Aye, llkjey LS29 
SAP. Id (H043 607025. 

Signalman Barney' Tymmon ervt-rt tfi 
LSI 413 i ?t 1943 later m LST 4C4. of 
which Davto N<hotts has photos, taken after 
rt was attacked at the AHted landings a any¬ 
one has further into on this prafi, to hefp h*s 
grand daughtcf with a school project, contact 
David at 9, St AJbans Dose. Woodstreef 
Viitage. Gutidford GU3 3 DO 

RN Patrol Service il anyone is interest■ 
ed in the history Of toe RNPS. or veterans 
wish to find a shipmate, try the Harry Tala s 
Navy Sito www.fiany taleSofg.uk) or 

e-ma-l Nick Dark, {nck&hany-tal&t.otg uk). 
Flat 2. 5 Wordsworth fid. West BoOfftofd, 
Nottingham NG2 7AN 

Life On HM Destroyers Tony Bakers, 
grandfather served on Veto*. Badger. Hardy 
and Ophaka between 1908 and 1919 Tony 
woufc) kk* inlormabon about the ships during 
tort period Comae! twn al69, Newiands Rd, 
High West Jesmond. Newcastle NE2 3NT 
HMY Zarepah Into about her or CPO H 
Sircb. who served m tier I9u-i5, rt soughs 
by P4rs E Hams, 41 York Rd. Torpomt, 
Cornwall 

Tony Rees s fatoer. Capt Peter M Rees 
RAN, served to many RN establishments, to 
writing a history oJ his career. I need to con 
tad anyone who knew Nm who can provide 
stories and photos: Nov 45-Ocl 46 
Newfoundland: to Nov *6 Glory: to Jan 47 
Finn is! err &• 53-54 Mercury: 54-55 


Tony i 

Canna, Brisbane. 4152. Auslratot, or e-nwH 
coraiseagtosr.cOrtT 

HMS Slake: C. Baldwin seeks a copy of 
the blue book produced tor HMS Blake s 
1969-70 Commission, his having been 
stolen. Contact him a! 253, Battle Rd, 
HoUmgtoo, St Leonante-on Sea TN37 7AN. 
m 01424 851875 


Reunions 


April 


May 


June 



MAY 2000 BALL 

TUESDAY 30TH MAY 2000 

Grosvenor House Pork Lone London WIA 3AA 
Dress; 8/ack Tie / Uniform with medals 


As Chairman of The 
British Forces Foundation 
and on behalf of our 
Patron, President and 
Trustees> t would like to 
invite you to our British 
Forces Foundation 
May 2000 Ball 

it will be a night to 
remember! 



Q^-'Ar 

BRITISH FORCES 

FOUNDATION 

Pat/on: 

HRB The Pnnce of Wales 
KG KT GCB 


Tkket Price includes: 

Pimms Reception 
Raffle 

Many Celebrity Guests 

Live Music (Alpha Connection) 

Celebrity Entertainment 

Short Auction 

Dancing / Disco 

Wine & Port 

Four Course Dinner 



For tickets please call Sacha on 020 7436 3007 
- or order tickets through our website at 

www.bff.org.uk 


HMS Pa to mares tort jukes'* great unci# 
Served m this sfvp to WWti H* wotAJ be 
grateful 4 any crew memtwr cood provde 
Mo about tho ship and tw history. Corstoei 
ton Jukes, TiS, Coalway Rd. P#nn. 
Wofverhampton WV3 7NB lei: 01902 
337491. e-mail: c$Id670wtvac.uk 

HM Submarine Halcyon 1915: Freda 
Woo: Lira's tote untie, Herbert Webster, was a 
member of too ship s company during WWi 
arid he told d being iced up m the 3atttc, and 
when she surfaced, having been given up for 
tost, f>e had a beard to m warti Was he 
swinging the lamp? Contact Freda at 10, 
Tratodar Rg. Mihord Haven 5A73 2AS 
HMS Glamorgan It anyone who served 
m her would bke an unused btozer badge of 
toe stop ® crest, passed on by me wne to me 
tote Ldu Togf»a {ex Chief Engme Room 
Artificer), phone Brian Hale on 023 9225 
2965 A smaR donatom to toe HMS Fisgard or 
HMS Ctoedonra Associations w* secure, 
Janet C apon -Brown t lale Li toe t L5 
Herbert Capon, served wsih me QMWD at 
HMS Bunbeck. Weston super Mare. She has 
a photo to her father and AB Johnno Johnson 
demonstrating a Paratope and Cabto 
(PACK and would fake to contact Johnno and 
anyone else mvtoved with DMWD m WWti 
Contact Janet at 52, Weardak? Ave. Datoord. 
DA2 6LE. tel: 01322 2242621, e-mail 
jtr#seatct>@&u 0 -wat 6 f$ fteeserve co tot 
HM Ships Raleigh, Glen dower. Ganges: 
Lily Mason has a quantity to coloured sou 
venrrs. ol handbooks issued to new enu-.es on 
jQtfang 'hese estabkshmsrits al the beginning 
to WWti They cost Cl per copy, post free, 
with proceeds going ti “ " 

Garter home, Contact L 
Garden Crty. DeeskM, I 

Empire Forth: Did you Serve m this Stop, 
previously the German stop Mars, which look 
refugees Irom Komsberg to Denmark where 
i| was seized M the end Of Ibe war? The shp 
is a museum m Kaliningrad and the aulbon 
ties want to know her Btoish tostory Contact 
N«i Taylor. 9 Steephtom. 17. Randal Rd. 
Bnstto BS8 4 TP. itotax: 0117 927 2120 
Bob Westwood: Anyone who knew Bob 
(HMSExeier 1937-42. PoW on Makassar 
unto 1945) is asked to con tad his grand 
daughter Penny Joseph {01603 260303) 
regards a surprise 00th birthday party m May 


Ex S52 Greenle Tffft: All interested in 
attending a reunion tater thts year contact 
Sieve Guritoiye on 01594 83007 K e-ma,l: 
sfevffg0oneUx>iA or John Woolley on 
01491 661571. e-man: wooteyjki0aot<wn 


HMS Wren, Atlantic, Russian Convoys, 
D-Day Operations, Persian Guff Reunion 

in the Royal George. Knulstord. April 29-30. 
Alt who served h her 1942-1956, contact 
Ron Young on 01707 265653 Stop s compa¬ 
ny tor destroyer 1019-1940 also welcome 


HMS Sairites Association lemon. Home 
Oub, Portsmouth. May 13 Dtoa- s from Derek 
Btouto 20. Hetoham Close Shtoton lock, 
Derby D€24 9Qf w 01332 730768 

HMS Nelson Battleship reunion May 20 
at Portsmouth Details from Gordon Boniface 
on 07444 482002 

RNH St one house, Plymouth: Linda 
Adams (nee Pam seeks the lottowmg {ma*f 
art names). Linda Parsons. Marrtyn Abete, 
Kate Htoeko, Val Saunders. Evelyn Wright. 
Noreen WiJbams. Violet Ketts, April Reynolds 
and Janet Walsh, who trained' logeiher m the 
70s Reunion ai the Royal Fleet Ckto on M 
27 Contact bnda on 01924 898762. 

HMS Antelope Association reunion at 
Hereford. May 27, Details from Bob Hutton, 3 
Agars Plough. Eton. Windsor SL4 6HR 
The Hong Kong Flotilla reunion on May 
27 at the China Fleet Club. Sattash. 
Plymouth. Contact John Metheretl, 59. HiH 
Park Rd, Gosport POl2 3EB. Ito: 023 9256 
7732. e-matt: jbh 
me.oo.uk 


t May 


HMS Version) reunion in June al the 
Home CUb, Portsmouth, tor afl Stxos com- 
pomes to R28 and F29 For details ring Chrta 
WMams on 01621 Si6207 after 6pm, 
Submarine Coxswains As social Ion 
reunion at HMS Neptune. Faslane. from 
Juno 2 4 Contact Slerkng Hayden on 01329 
3t59t3 tor detaas 

HMS Bicester L34 1 942-56 or M36 Ai 

commissions invited to the reunion at 
Uttfobury Hotel, Church End. Bicester. Oxon. 


July 


August 


At your Service entries 

a Notices for this ptfgo shmrlit bb brfoL 
cfoarfy written or typed and addressed 
to - The Editor, Navy News. HMS NtoSOrt, 
Portsmouth, POt 3HH or ematl: 
odffvfTiavii'TWWft.cojuk. 11 you aio pend¬ 
ing your ncibCO m via pmaH, pfoaso 
mcludo your lull address and telephone 
numtior 

♦Reunions appear in date Cfftf&r, arid 
rogues is to place an entry in a p»'it ticuiar 
edition cannot be guaranteed. 

“Please send «i Retniions at least ihree 
months ipreferabty tour) before the 
month of the event 

•There may. be a delay before hems 
appeal, due to the volume of requests 
•Entries are hoe to non-commercial 

orfanr$4fk>n* 

■hems pertaining to commercial work, 
books and publications tO r profit can 
only appear as paid for advertising 
■ The Editor reserves the right to e<m or 
refuse pub! leal ion to subrmffed notices 


Calling Old Shipmates 



on Juno 3 Comoto Devo Brsybrook, 30. Tnrwy 
Grove, Bengeo, Herts SG14 3HB, tel: 01992 
583272. Other Hunt-class contacts wtooomo 
HMS Hunter 807 Spuadron FAA reunion 
takes place Juno 7 at the Home Club. 
Portsmouth. Wives, family, friends welcome. 
Details from Jack Proaco. tel 01543 422759. 
e-matt, ixk0)fyeece2O,tsnel co.uk 

HMS Mfiufltlue reunion on June 9'10 at 
Gateway Hotel. NuthaN Road. Ncifcngham. 
NG8 6A2, M. 0115 9794 949 contact hotel 
for details, or John Hunier on 0171 790 9158 
Glorious. Ardent and Acosta memory 
service on June TO ai St Nicholas Church. 
HMS Drake, Devonpori. Details irom David 
Woodcock. 15. Green lane. Dalton-m 
Furness. Cumbria LAI 5 8L2. tel 01229 
462414 (home) or 01229 875452 iworki 
Drum Head Service and parade of 
Ctopors on June It ac 3pm, St Petws 
Church, Ltodhton-Cum-Minshatt-Vempn. nr 
Crewe Delays: J. Dav^s on 01270 257092. 

The Pembroke 64 Club Warrant Otticer 
and Senior Rate Stewards reurwn (serving 
and ex-serving| in the WOs. SRs and 
SNCOs Mess, HMS Ntoson. June 16 Deutos 
from WOSTD A. T. Brown, Wardroom House 
Manager. HMS Ne+son tel 023 9272 4261 
HMS SI Inge it 1943-46 reunion at toe 
Stafford Hoiel. City Road, Chester, on June 
20. Details horn Allan Kelteh. 31, 
Manscombe Rd. Allerton, Bradford B015 
7AO, let; 01274 467495 

HMS Sheba - Aden. Associated Stops 
and Escort Vessels WW2: reunion at Union 
Jack Club. London, on June 20-22. Contact 
Gordon PinfreW, 7, Fairways. Consult DH8 
5JT. m 1*1:01207 503617 

RN Cookery School Instructors reunion 
at the WO & SR s Mess. HMS Raleigh, lor 
serving and retired ex-RN 8 RM Cookery 
School Instructors on June 23 Contact 
CPOCA Dave Ga^in on 01752 811631 or 
CPOCATony Hancock on 01752 611566 
HMS Impregnable AMOCletkm reunion 
in Portsmoulh from June 23-25. Contact 
Mary or Fred Haycock on 0121 5«32 6141, or 
e-mail: bfo660cmisLin.net for deta^ 

HMS Auckland (Tobruk 1941): Service 
Of Remembrartoe al toe Naval War Memorial, 
Soumsea. on June 24. Relatives and friends 
contact Jim on 023 9237 9730, 


HMS WensleyOale 1942-45 Awoctalten 

reunion and commemor alive service Ito- 
towed by buffet, at Si Margaret s Church. 
Hawes. Wensleydale. N. Yorks, on July 9 
Muster at church by 1Q15 Details from 
Henry Lehmann. 13. Park Rd. Denmead. 
WaStotoovrfte P07 6NE. tel: 323 9225 5495 
Northern Navy reunion and Navy Day 
al the Yorkshire Air Museum, EMngton. York. 
July 23. Detasis and tickets from museum 
(01904 608719 or 608595) or from RNA UE 
area secrelafy Mike Cooper, 01274 632986 


Paul Whitfield (Comm*) woufo welcome a 
Chat with any ex submariner: shipmates who 
served m Scotsman. Aicide, Aitiance, 
Onslaught. Del Lance 1958-72. and 
Seahawk. Intrepid. File. Exctofoni 1972 78, 
at the same time, and are now retired $tN*f 
Suffers. E-mail paol.whctteki0tsneone.nel 
HMS Southampton, sunk 1941 Are 
th»r any survivors besides Geolt Wmgrove? 
Contact GeotT at 301 Waver ley, Victoria 
Embankment, Durban, 40QL South Alnca. 

HMS Alert 1962 commission If you 
sieved aboard her between December 8-23, 
1962, contact Geoff Drummond on 01202 
462546 dr Bob Howard on 023 9279 914 T 
Leonard Symmonds CPO Ganges, 
RNP(Bj ExceUeni. Northney, Newhaven. 
Ocad^a. Dolpton Unbn Castle Lfners. Can 
Audrey Brown i WRNS) on 01642 79C332 
Gordon Evans seeks these members of 
Navai Cadet Corps. Chatham in toe 30s Teh 
Goodyear. Andrews. Dymott, and Martin pf 
anyone else who fecatt* hen. Write to 20 
Bona Ave. Franksfon, Victoria, 3199 Canada 
Fast Minelayers Association Anyone 
who served m these stops are ekgbie to pin: 
AbdieL iatona. Aptofo. Welshman. Ariadne 
and Manxman Northen section meets first 
Tuesday to the month ai toe Railway CM>. 
under P<xadfJiy sraton. Manchester Further 
details from Jjn Cabftot on 01274 589276 
HMS Apollo 1944-VE Day E* Tel Stan 
Welch, now in New Zealand, wants to con- 
I act anyone who remembers tom on the first 
commission of HMS Apoffo, Slankves at 43. 
Peravai Road. Paraparaumu. NZ 

HMS Protactor: It you served in this for¬ 
mer netlayer 1936-66, there as now an asio 
oabon Contact Bill Bart ten. 01202 460767 
4R2 Meta. HMS Ark Royal 1975 Ex 
LSTD Les Conway seeks anyone from the 
mess, especially Russ Lovelace, Tony Argent 
and Tony Phittps. Cotoacl Les al 437. Margate 
Rd Ramsgate CT126SN tN: 01843 588113 
HMS Newcastle 54-55: Seeking David 
Goodyear. EMI Any information to Pete 
Shepherd. 23. Spcndte Rd, Malvern WR14 
2WB. Ito 01664 567719. 

Class NE92, HMS Car** 1951-52 
Seeking Ron Thew. Jrnner Waites, RNJ 
Glenn plus others iraming al the time. 
Proposed reumon at Wemerby for 50to 
Antoversary. Found Petef iChaJky} Shaw, 


HMS Fl*g*rd - Anson Division 1944-46 

reunion ai Home Club, Portsmouth, on 
August 2. Contact Don Murdoch on 023 9237 
0662. or e-mad: dcyy-rmirdoch0taJk2l com 
HMS Porpoise and HMS Oracle reomon 
at Ihe Orurnlork Club, Helensburgh, on 
August 4 Tickets E5 per person or £7 50 per 
Cc-upte Gorttect Carl Bailer on 01436 676104 
or Mark Duffy on 01436 6 79921 If not avail 
adte for |h«» date, contact Can & Mark and 
tot us know how we can contact you for 
Mur* events 

HMS Warrior - Operation Grapple 
reunion August 4-7 m the Norbreck Hotel, 
Blackpool- Contact John on 0i2t 624 4964 
for delays 

HMS Pheasant 1943-46 roumon *1 Small 
Warren VtGage- Hnykng island On Augusi 25, 
Contact John G&&. 194, Canterbury Rd. 
Heme Bay CT6 5UB, tel 01227 361733 

September 

738 Spued RM i960 teumon September 
Contact LeS Appfofon. 01782 515989 or 
07977 652647. e mail: tapp^ton0cweotn.net 

HMS Whlmbrel U^ Assoc teflon w*to all 
stops ol the British Pacdic 6 East Inches Fleet 
reunion on September 1 4 at Smah Warren 
Hobday Vttlage, ftayiirto tsiand Proposed 
parade and service at Portsmouth Contact 
George Fancetl on 018t 751 3917 

HMS Rotherham CapllO) 11th DF 
reufflon ai me Ellon Hotel. Bramiey. Nr 
Rodteriiam from September 2-4, Delate; Bob 
Sondtofd, 6t, Tamansk. Pandora Meadows. 
Kings Lynn PE30 3DZ, tel: 01553 674724. 

British Pacific 6 East Indies Fleets 
t eutoon parade at Portsmouth Naval Base on 
September 3 . 650 veterans booked Some 
weekend accommodation available Comae! 
John Darting, 6, Horsley Close, Epsom, 
KT19 8KB. tel: 01372 812023 

HMS Diana Association: AH ceriums 
sfons reunion at the Nautical Club, 
Birmingham, from S*fmember 6-tO. Detajis 
from Gordon Woods on 61928 577694 or 
Frank Holloway on 0151 531 7655 

Electrical Artificer 50th anniversary 
reunion September 1950 entry. Marriott 
Hotel. Portsmouth. September 9 Contact 
B J Waterson on 01752 777042. 

Boom Defence Rating* reunion 
September 22-23 at Sou in Ouaeosforry 
Contact Alt on 01302 611899 or Del on 
01363 630696 

HMS Portock Bey Association reunw 

at toe Tricarfl Hotel. Babbacombe. from 
September 22-25, OetaitS from Ken 
Faulkner, 22, Dovetty Rd, S win loo. 
Manchester M27 0FU. tel: 0161 794 8962. 

HMS Amethyst n?unton dinner and AGM 
at the Royto Fleet Club. Plymouth, on 
September 23 . AW cdmmiss«ns and anyone 
interested welcome. Details from Don 
Redman. 6 a. Ouantock Rd, Bridgwater TA 6 
7EO, tel: 0127B 4S176S 

HMS Morecsmbe Bay Association 
reunion at Moteeambe from Septemtxrr 27- 
30 Contact GeoHfay Hamson, 18, lamella 
Way, Bofley SO30 2NY, tel 01489 787111 
HUS Crane Association reunion and 
ships de« dedication at Gateway Hotel, 
Nottingham from Soptember 29 to October 1 , 
Details from Tony NutfaH on 0115 952 6363 
HMS Forest Moor is to hold an even* 10 
cetebrate 40 years as a commissioned stop 
On Sept 30, AI havmg served fo [he esiab 
tishmeni are welcome. Contact Lt Watson, 
01423 774204 or RS Bnggs. 01423 774209 
HMS Euryslus Association reunion al 
the Home Cfob, Portsmouth, on September 
30 Detail irom Eric Owen. 82. Heath Park 
Dove, Cardiff CF14 3QL. 1»L 029 2075 0022. 


October 


Bob (Geirdte) Parkinson and Dai Rees 
Contact Cforrie G4»on. 16 Fish Dam Lane, 
Monk Bretion. Barnsley S7t 2Pk. letlju: 
01226 234485 

HMS Conquetor Ph.f Froom wotod i.ke 
to contact toe crew who served during toe 
South Atlantic campaign Write to Ptoi ai 66. 
Lupfft Ride. Crowtoorne. Berks RG45 6UR. 
e-mail, f 14TT?J20eompus&fve.con) 

HMS Hecate, Arrow. Active 84-90: 
Anyone knowing Harry toe Dog Sfeggies, 
especially Dave Stmmo Simpson. Bomber 
Matts. Ian Bobby Bali and Lt Geraint Wn tarns, 
ring 01827 55555, e-mail: ItScom 

HMS Amethys: Many Of toe Crew whilst 
stop was in refrt n Auckland were txtteted 
out. Some went to a (arm run by Percy and 
Dotty Stocktey, Dotty ts 90 m Sept: fl you 
stayed with her, she would love 10 hear from 
you Details from Arthur Jones on 01234 
@88884. e-rnatt' a ntujr*>fmP0ukQf)!>ne,co.uk 
HMS Ariel, Worthy Down 1956 HMS 
Anei Association seeks George Jack Frost 
Wrtie to 21 , St James Gardens. Wpsickfr on 
Sea, Essex SS6 0BU. tel; 01762 351856, e 
maul: Oon0kingston34 fieesefveco.uk 
Brian Hydeemrth Ralph Lewis last 
served wdh Brian m the 56s on LSTs, then 
translerted to Malaysian Navy Ralph also 
seek* anyone Who knew tom 1046-69 
Contact torn al 4, Laienby Ave Fleetwood, 
Lancs FY7 6QH. e-mail; ra^yirose^beto 
automotive com 

Calling all old Sainle* Join our assoo 
abon and gel In touch with tod stopmates 
Contact John Harris.'Hamoace. iQa 
Beeteigh bnk. Chehner Vittage. Cheimsford. 
CM2 6PH. tel; 01245 252569, 

Boom Defence Vessels HMS Baron. 
B.vccl. Moorsmen and HMS Hooke, and 
Rosyth stove base John ON** worked along¬ 
side the ftotowma and warns Io gel m touch: 
Les Berry, WuiLe Prescott Joe Thomas. 
George Sugden. j*mmy Down Maictom and 
David MacDonald Contact torn at 29. Pramary 
Park, Bangor. Co Down BTI9 7JD. 

HMS Harm lone. Everard Mallmson 
seeks Ted Murray. Serwor Engineer tn HMS 
Hermidnu 1941-42. then HMS Queen 
Ei‘labeih to the USA. Contact Everard al 7, 
Langwth Ave, Cdttngham, Wetherby LS22 
500. m 01937 573156. 

HMS Yarmouth 1966-62, lit 
Commltfion, 61 h F:S, F*r East: Dave 
Skinner (AB TAS) seeks stopmates for pos*i 
toe reunion Conlael 01752 691891. 

HMS Befton, 1st Cdmmislon, Chatham, 
Feb 28, 1958 CO was Lt Cdr Nigel 
Humphrey- Baker, E* AB Rab Eihot has a 
photo of crew on the (oc'&Je Contact Rab at 
53'4 Murrayburn Park. Edinburgh EH14 
2PN, tel: 0131 538 3490, for mfo or photo. 

HMS Bo»r. 1986-94 Anyone who 
served in Boxer end lives in Canada or USA, 
contact Jon Penny al idpenny0noim com 
LCIIU378 Yorkie Rymes ?eeks Jack 
Popham. Sfrto Hdrsburoh, Johnson. McCarthy. 
Jock Weight. Harry Lemon. Chamberiatn. 
Lenny and other* up to paying off fiedan. 
about VJ day Rmg 01274 877246 

Mark Stan' Laing was a Leading 
Seaman, trying in Gosport, when Rick 
North wood left Ihe Navy three years ago He 
wa* one of Rick'* best mates, but they tost 
comae! Rick is at 39a, Daventry Si, London 
NWt 6TD, emarl: R^Nonnwo6t30C$ Com 
Frank Higgln* Derek McRm^r seeks 
Frank, also on the first aircrewman course. 
June 1974. when it became a branch agam 
Derek served m HMS Galatea 1974-77 a* a 
fmss'te aimer. Coniaci Derek at Such 
Cottage, invorarnie Inverness IV2 6XA, tet 
01808 521225, e matt: mcmet^invef- 

ness rnvefnessmedtcal.com 

Jervis II Claes, HMS Royal Arthur, Jan 
7,1947: Shepherd, Wettgate, Plant, Barl tod, 
Prior, Sutton. Rose, Tregonn*ng, Swincftes, 
Edney. Barnes. Phtipot. Royte. MoPharf etc 
caB Graham Etorrs. 01252 614611, e-matt: 
pmham^kotoroad defnonco.uk 

Normandy RN RM Memorial will be 
unveiled al Omstreham by the Duke ol 
Edinburgh on June 6. Chaplain of Ifw Fieei 
will conduct a Service to Dedication Details 
from Maurice H*ftebrand 1 on 01395 442600 
HMS Cambrian Seeking Rodney 
Mcnamara, HMS Cambnan 1963-64, who 
left In 1964 for <ubmarme* Contact Cotin 
Goddard, 7, Preston Lane, Atterton by Water, 
Castieford WF10 2HQ. tot 0113 287 3404 
HMS Concord: Anyone who served in 
the stop 1947 50, contact Peter Lee Hale. 3, 
CnsSteMds. Caine. Wilt* SNtt DEA. m 
61249 8U 405 

No. 3 Courier Flight, HMS Vktfortou* 
1983-4: U John Berwick Taft Vaughan. 
Gmge Worrell, Ted Sherhn and Jacko 
Jackeon - eontoct toe other member ol the 
crew. Trevor McMuiian on 01232 652415. 

HM ships Beaufort end Lauderdale G 
Woodman seeks anyone who remembers 
tom. eepeoetty Stokers Hippey. Hoptey. Heaps 
and Htnd, and brothers Arnold and Leonard 
Gbson from Manchester. Write lo 13, 10th 
Avenue. MaM«on, Harare. Zimbabwe 
Mike Robbins joined up m Jen 78 in 
Cunmngham das* 03 with Donald MacLeod 
Last known to be msfruclor tn SuppY School 
1 1651 or 


Contact Donald on 0141 578 1 


1 or e^natt 


Div li Pay Office Staff, RNB Chatham 
1947-49 reunion lor e* RN and WRNS tn 
York itos October. Comact Les Keen lor 
details on 01279 771580 

HMS Antrim Association reunion at the 
Trecarn Hotel. Torquay from October 6-8, 
Contact Terry Buttngham on 0121 429 2428 
or Dave Osborne on 61329 667571, 

Anti Submarine Warfare Instructor 1 
Association (ASWI), formerly (he TASt 
Association, AGM and reunion m HMS Drake 
on October 6. Contact Bob Burton, e m&,i 
ASwt0asm tsnet.co uk or website at 
www asw.lsnel co.uk 

HMS Alert 61-63 commi»*ion reunion ai 
Learning ten Spa cm October 7 Details from 
Geoff Drummond. Co*n. 01202 402548 


whetm.YOunroQ$0mi$capecoiine co vk 
HMS St George Boy Telegraphist. Drake 
205 Class 1 946-4 1 . Bernaid (BJi Evans 
want* \o hear from you, Write lo 7, Akknga 
Avenue, Stoke. Nelson New Zealand. 

FSII {Rosyth 1984-86} Kart Goodfett and 
Peter Cheney wah to trace anyone who 
served with them, »n particufor Can Donato 
Burton, on ROt G al that time. Contact The 
Temp Agency. 12 + Broughton Place. 
Erimburgh EHl 3RX, tel: 0131 476 5151 
Cunningham 50, Dec !2,1983 The dass 
was made up matnty ol WEMs with a lew 
Waters, Mark Jones wants to contact anyone 
in the da*s. wtoch passed out af Rato»gh «i 
Ftfo 1964 Contact Markon 0151 678 1996. e 
matt: frpper^^nder 1 tetiusmess co uk 

HMS Arrow: Gerry Price seeks anyone 
who served in Ihe Arrow, before, during and 
after tn* Falkland* He was a FOMEML. left 
toe RN in 1966 and went to Ffonda Contact 
tom on FALKLANOAmOW4UE0aol com 
HMS iron Duke Steve Campbe* seeks 
mate* from iron Duke, especially Terry 
McKeown (Cuba! from NI. Contact Steve (Ctifl 
Kahuna - ScouseJ at 10b. upper Parliament 
Si. Tofleto. Uvepogi L8 iTE, tel: 6151 767 
6639, e mail sfe^rt»bett^*neor>e net 
HMS Trafalgar; Davd Georgs is frymg to 
locate 0 Francs* (boggy bogfrogi who was m 
Trafafoar He had an ocodeni and was ds 
charged. He was Irish and \% betieved to 
have married hi* nurse Contact Davfo 
George on 0976 276759, e-matt; aitydooge- 
orge0ntiwofk3 com 

HMS Eskimo 1956-68 Ckf! (Rab) Butter 
seeks aH who served with Cdr SAC Gassets, 
espeti&fly Bob Hedge*, tart Doubte. Spkt 
Walerman, Bamto HaHacre, Ken Bromley. 
George Akmson el ai. Comact tom. regards a 
reunion, at 57, Old Road, Watefingbufy 
MEtfl 5PVV. tel: 61622 617071. email: 
dift0tftetx/tts57. treeserve co. uk 
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Helping. Hands 


Gulf windfall 


1IMS Exeter raised £4.000 far the 
Cot Death Society during her six- 
month Gulf deployment. 

Evtnb included an upper-deck 
half-marathon by POSTD Gordon 
Yule, which yielded I MOO* an 
auction of football memorabilia 
{£000), and Fterctieris Haute 
Cuisine restaurant nights, con¬ 
ceived by CPOCA Retch Fletcher 
and POCA Polly Perkins. 

Bowling along 

A THREE-DAY relay walk to 
Scarborough from Portsmouth In 
sailors from HMS Fearless has 
helped the Friars Inn Kids Club. 

The walkers * LCH Kcv 
Blackball, CPOCA Banjo West 
and LCH Sieve Poston - covered 
the 330 miles in two-hour relays. 

Banjo (hen conducted a ten-pin 
howling marathon, and the events 
raised a total of £1,000. 


MEMBERS of the RN Provost 110 in Devon¬ 
port have raised more than £500 for the 
Plymouth Women’s Refuge at events including 
a sponsored walk on Dartmoor and car txiot 
sales, The cash will help ctpup the children's 
play area. Staff also formed a Ground Force 
team to clear a garden for the children. 


FORTY miles of running 
and around 26,IHH)ft of 
climbing is the challenge 
faced by two teams of five 
front Stand Off Escort 
Troop RM in June. 

Supported by an admin 
party of five, (lie teams will 
climb Ben Nevis* ScafcIL the 
Yorkshire Three Peaks and 
then Snowdon in 48 hours. 

Exercise Peak Performance 
is raising money for the 
Meningitis Trust, with the aim 
of buying a £30*000 machine to 
prevent die onset of meningo¬ 


coccal septicaemia, which 
results in the amputation of 
limbs. 

The Royals' interest was 
sparked by Jay Thy lor, the son 
of the girlfriend of an RAF 
corporal who works with the 
troop at RAF Wittering. 

N i netee n - mo n t h - o I d J ay 
had all four limbs amputated 
as a result of meningitis. 

Donations can be made to 
SOE Troop RM. NW Cvy C»p. 
RAF Wittering, Cambs PEH 
6HB, or to the Meningitis 
Trust on 01453 768000. 


TRAINEES from HMS Collingwood helped 
build bridges with the local community - 
some by building a bridge. 

OM (Communications) students 
spanned a small stream at Whitely 
Primary School accessing a new site* and 
others did DIY at a centre supporting peo¬ 
ple with mental health problems. 


A COFFEE morning at the School of 
Maritime Operations, HMS Dryad, raised 
£385 for the National Meningitis Trust. 


Navy challenged 


DENTAL cadet Claire Wade is planning a 14-day trek in 
South America at the end of June to support the Starlight 
Foundation, which grants wishes to terminalty-iII children, 
Sgn S/Lt Wade, a fifth-year dental student at Leeds 
University* Joins Dartmouth in September, 

The trek will take Claire to Ecuador, the highlight being 
a climb up Cotopaxi, the highest active volcano in the 
world. 

She has covered the full cos! of the expedition* and now 
seeks sponsors, 

Claire is organising a number of musical evenings in 
Leeds as part of the fund-raising* including a jazz evening. 
For more details* contact Claire on 0113 2238443. 

Water course On the run 

A TEAM of nine runners 
from Banfiefd Building* 
Devonport Naval Base, is 
running in the Plymouth 
Half Marathon on May 23 in 
aid of St Lukes Hospice. 
Sponsors should contact 
Marc Craig on 9375 65566, 


WARSHIP and RFA modellers are attend¬ 
ing a charity show at Alfold* Surrey* on 
June 3-4, and would welcome spectators. 

The Warship Squadron also organises 
a trip to Dutch Navy Days - anyone inter¬ 
ested should ring Alex Smith on 01273 
387906 or Tony Ansell on 01202 892039. 


THE THREE l\;*ks Challenge 
appears to be loo big a challenge 
for the Senior Service. 

Organisers have had applica¬ 
tions from Army and RAF walkers 
aiming to climb Snowdon. Scald! 
and Ben Neviv. but no RN person¬ 
nel have registered for the event, 
in June* in aid of the 
N e u rofi brorna tos is Assoctat ton, 

Anyone interested should call 

0 m2 826256. 


SAILORS from HMS Sheffield took a free 
ride from the frigate's affiliated charity, the 
Sheffield Children's Hospital, to Devonport 
- and the eight pairs, who had to travel at no 
cost, raised over £2,000. 


CHARITY rower CPO Phil White has achieved his target 
of covering a million metres in 60 days* smashing the 
rowing machine record, losing weight and raising £350, 

Phil averaged 90 minutes a day on the Concept 2 
machine, and completed the last 20,000 metres in HMS 
Sultan's gym (above* watched by Lt Cdr Grahame Cook). 

The money will go to Haslar Radio Station* but anoth¬ 
er benefit is the loss of 17kg (2,7 stone) - another target 
Phil set himself before flying out to Cape Town to meet 
his girlfriend Susan* who serves on board HMS 
E n duran ce. picture laiPho n A&uin Hughit* {SfPtn 


BROTHERS Matthew and 
Edward Drake arc entering 
the annual 125-mile Devizes to 
Westminster canoe race to 
raise money for the Naval 
Scholarship Fund. Details 
from their father* Lt Cdr Rav 
Drake, on 01225 468140, 


FITNESS freaks* including WOM Tracy 
Walker and WOM Ian Shephard* took part 
Jn an aerobics session in Portsmouth for 
the Starlight Foundation for sick children. 


A TEAM from SB Section* HMS 
Heron* is entering the Anthony 
Nolan Bone Marrow Trust charity 
bike ride in June - but needs spon¬ 
sors anil a donation of 12 T-shirts. 

The team would like to ride in 
shirts with a nautical design* and 
could carry logos of sponsors. 

Contact NA(SF) Jason Ruffcv 
on U1935 456216, 


DEVONPORT Services raised £825 for 
paralysed rugby player Glvn Evans in a win 
over Plymouth Combination at ihe Rectory- - 
the second charity match benefiting Glyn. 


®1 Pint Star Tankard I ccf*y#HCQ(*r 

*# m * c i ^ i hi 

Ciear Crystal 

UK Price £29.10 Overseas Price £31.10 

(2) Claudia Brandy (Pair) 

Clear Crystal Brandy glasses for the connoisseur 
UK Price £30.99 Overseas Price £32.99 

(3) Strauss Whiskey (Pair) 

Clear Crystal Whiskey glasses 

UK Price £38.95 Overseas Price — Please enquire 

(4) Kent Wine Glass 

Lead Crystal wine glass. 

UK Price £23.99 Overseas Price - Please enquire 

(5) 1/2 Pint Toro Tankard 

Clear Crystal. 

UK Price £26.36 Overseas Price £28.35 

(6) Mini Quadro Decanter and 2 Tots 

A presentation set ot fine Clear Crystal glassware. 

UK Price £32.99 Overseas Price - Please enquire 

(7) Round Liqueur Decanter 

Clear Crystal. 

UK Price £46.95 Overseas Price — Please enquire 

(8) Roman Rtppie Vase 

UK Price £24.99 Overseas Price - Please enquire 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 

The Business Manager (JS05/00), Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone: 02392 733558 
or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheque/Internation at Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for 
payment by credit card/switch* UK and abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE . 


In Brief 


Some items have been held until next month's 
Wavy Wews because of pressure of space. 


Gifts With a Nautical Flavour - Ideal for those with a Love of the Sea 










































3H NAVY NEWS, MAY 2m) 


h ww.navynewsxo.uk 



THERE was a Hying start to the final day of 
the inter-Services hockey tournament at 
HMS Tern era i re - hut the Navy teams never 
left the ground. 

The match ball for the Navy v Army match was 

P arachuted in just before the start when l,t Cdr 
hil Gibbs, accompanied by four colleagues* 
touched down on the pitch. 

The push-back for the match was made by Cien 
Sir Alex Harley, president of the Combined 
Service hockey association. 

The Army team, holder of the Wilkinson 
Sword for two years, again proved too strong for 
the Dark Blues - a It hough the 4-2 result was 
something of a triumph for the home side. 

The Navy had already lost 6-1 to the RAF, and 
when the Army beat the airmen by the odd goal 
in three in the second match, it looked like the 
sailors could Ik in for a drubbing. 

The women’s competition was won by the 
RAF - the Navy lost both matches 441 - while a 
4-J win against the RAF in the U23s put the 
Navy second, though they lost 5-3 to the Army. 

The Veterans drew' both matches Id, again 
taking second place. 

The event was staged with the help of a spon¬ 
sorship package by NAAFI, who have pledged 
their support again next year. 


* Angle poise: Mne Matt Fox (dark blue} takes the bait away from two oppo- 
nents in (he Navy v Army Under 23s match. PlCture: WfPHOrj ^ ^ 


Hockey results 


NAAFI Veterans Player of the 

Tournament: Brian Henry 
NAAFI Women's Player of the 

Tournament: FO Carol McCollough 

RAF 

NAAFI Senior Player of the 

Tournament: Gapt Ivan Steen RADC 


• Naif biting times : Under 23s coach BJ Petty has his nerves shredded for the 
last time by his team - the Leading Regulator, who has nurtured young Navy 
hockey talent for more than a decade r /eaves the Senior Service next year : 


THE FLEET Air Arm Officers 
Association is to sponsor the 
Naval Air football squad for their 
annual trip to Guernsey in 
October. 


LWFT Belinda Fear respectively), 
and again the RAF look second. 

The Junior Men’s team was 
handicapped by an injury to Navy 
champion RCT Mark Sibley 
(CTCRM) and the Service com¬ 
mitments of AEM Cosy FtnvcIL 
With WTR Mark Adams 
(Nelson Waterfront UFO) pacing 
his race admirably, he moved up 
through the field to finish sixth. 
With CTCRM RCTs James 
Marshall and Gerald Roberts fin¬ 
ishing 9th and lOth. the team at 
leas! prevented a total whitewash 
hy lifting the Navy to second place. 


Naval Base 25268 or 023 9238 
6670 (home), 

■ A women’s indoor slx-a-side 
competition Is planned for 
Thursday May 25 at HMS 
Collingwood - further details 
from POWREN Louise Richard¬ 
son on PNB 25767, 

The RN women's cricket 
team have their second train* 
ing session, followed by a 
match, on May 5-7 - anyone 
interested in joining the week¬ 
end should contact POPT Paul 
Nash on Portsmouth Naval 
Base 23974, 


Navy hopes crushed 


Tourists 
win cup 
in penalty 
shoot-out 


THE NAVY football team pul 
their mter-Serviee disappoint¬ 
ment behind them with a con¬ 
vincing win against the 
Guernsey FA in the first match 
of the annual tour of the 
island, writes Dun Collacott. 

RN manager (TOFT Neal 
Frame made tour changes to the 
side that dipped out in the inter- 
Services, handing debuts to IT 
Jeff Be van and LAEM Eddie 
Dunn. 

The changes paid dividends as 
the Navy produced a much- 
improved attacking display. 

CFO Boh Evans sent a glancing 
header on to the crossbar after 25 
minutes, and the Dark Blues 
looked comfortable on the ball, 
maintaining the lion's share of 
possession. 

Keeper NA Simon Win nan 
made several gtxxl saves to keep 
his side in the game, and with no 
goals during the 90 minutes the 
match moved on to penalties. 

Both keepers blocked the first 
efforts, but Winnan went one bet¬ 
ter than his opposite number, and 
when Steve Losh drove home the 
filth spot-kick the Navy had 
clinched the Commodore Ferries 
trophy for the first time in three 
attempts. 

A second match - this time a 
friendly - between the sides also 
ended all square. 

With six changes to the starting 
line-up. giving le s s-cx pe ri e n ced 
players a chance, the Navy fell 
behind after a defensive blunder. 

But POPT Steve Riley 
equalised with a powerful header, 
and his team were unlucky not to 
go on lo win after exerting pres¬ 
sure on the island side. 

Newcomer DM Kenny McCall 
showed some deft touches in a fine 
individual performance which 
could see him cement a place in 
next season's Navy squad. 

Air squad 
can fly to 
big match 


The £1*500 sponsorship will 
enable the squad to flv to the 
Channel island last year the play¬ 
ers and officials were stranded at 
Poole by bad weather and missed 
the Friday evening Charybdifi din¬ 
ner. 

They eventually had to 
overnight at HMS Nelson then fly 
out on Saturday in order to fulfil 
the fixture against the Guernsey 
team, at considerable cost to 
themselves. 

Hie cheque was presented to Ft 
Cdr Boh Duke, the Naval Air sec¬ 
retary, hy Capt Chris Tuffley. vice- 
chairman of the FAAOA. 

Sixes success 

HMS FEARLESS powered to 
success in the Navy six-a side 
championships at HMS Temer- 
airc. 

The men of the assault ship had 
only lost one match this season, 
and hrecced through the morning 
league phase with maximum 
points, conceding only one goal in 
the prtKess, 

Fearless beat HMS Caledonia 
2-1 in the semi-finals, and faced 
another Scottish team, HMS 
Neptune, in the decider. 

In a close match, (cam captain 
AB Jock Connell pulled the strings 
in midfield and produced the 
telling passes, allowing his side to 
lake the trophy 3-1. 


Highball start fails 


to inspire RN team 


Senior Men’s winners: Army 

Women winners: RAF 

U23 Men winners: Army 

Veterans winners: Army 

NAAFI U23 Player of the Tournament: 

2L1 James Mu nne-Young RA 


Records 
tumble to 
Simon 

NAVY weightfifter WO 
Simon Mansell is on the 
trophy trail again. 

Simon lifted at the 
Scottish Masters champi¬ 
onships at Easterhouse, 
Glasgow. 

He had already qualified 
for the European Masters 
by winning the South West 
Championships in late 
November, but the 
Scottish event was the 
first of the new season. 

Lifting in the 105+kg 
class, and now a Group 2 
lifter (40-44 years), he j 
snatched 85 kg on his 
opening lift but failed to 
build on It 

In the jerk, he equalled 
his personal best at his 
second lift (It5kg} but was 
failed by judges at 117,5kg. 

The total easily gave 
him first place, and three 
British records - Simon 
now holds 31 weightlifting 
records, and some credit 
goes to Simon’s coach, 
Jim Ferguson, "for being 
an effective bully." 

Having qualified for the 
British and European 
championships, the Navy 
man has been forced to 
withdraw through work 
commitments, although he 
hopes to be picked for the 
Scottish Masters team 
which will be competing at 
international level in the 
summer. 

Anyone interested in 
weightlifting should con¬ 
tact Simon on 93385 2517. 

URNU team 
is on target 

SHARP-shootcrs from Cam¬ 
bridge University Royal Naval 
Unit won team and individual 
honours at an international 
competition in Bruges. 

Midshipmen Matt Altinson, tan 
Pearson and Sybil St ac poole* 
together with unit Executive 
Officer Ll Cdr Rex 
Thorn borough, competed against 
teams from Belgium, the 
Netherlands, France and Poland in 
the Internulional Competition of 
the Royal Association of Reserve 
Officers of the Belgian Navy. 

Using a variety of Belgian 
weapons - 7.62 rifle, 9mm pistol 
and U7J sub-machine gun the 
East Angiians won the prize for 
lop naval team, all weapons com¬ 
bined. and U Cdr Thombo rough 
was top overseas competitor (all 
weapons), taking second in the 
rifle and second overall. 

Close squash 

HMS NELSON and HMS Heron 
contested the final of the RN 
squash knock-out cup competition 
- and it was the local team which 
fix A the John Jacques Trophy. 

With the score at 2-2, Steve 
Prior of Nelson overcame Ian 
Butler of Heron by three sets to 
one to edge his team to victory. 


THE ROLLER-coastcr ups 
and downs of the Blackdown 
course reflected the Royal 
Navy’s fortunes in the 
Millennium intcr-Service cross 
country championships, writes 
Lt Graeme Riley. 

Following last year’s high, the 
power of the Army team and the 
solid packing of the RAF brought 
the Navy team back down to earth 
and restored a more familiar ltx)k 
to the results sheet. 


fielding a stronger team than last 
year's runners-up, the Dark Blues 
came away disappointed. 

One of the highlights was CpI 
Mark Croasdale's run for second 
place in the Senior Men's race. 

Having beaten the Army’s CpI 
Shepherd the previous week when 
finishing a superb seventh in the 
English National, the RMB 
Chive nor athlete was disappointed 
to finish in second place, despite 
the fact the dud between them 
went on until the last few strides. 

Lt Ginge Gough (HMS 
Temeraire) also ran a great race, 
repeating his victory in the 
Veterans division over the same 
course three years ago, and extend¬ 
ing the Navy's grip on this title. 

In the team event, with 
Croasdale in good form and Cpt 
Gary Gerrard (Gloucester 
Careers) and Musn Tim Watson 
(RM Band) running well, and the 
supporting team all confident of 
achieving the vital placings, all 
looked set for a great contest. 

But the Army, on home turf, 
proved a class apart. 

With Shepherd pipping Croas¬ 
dale, and Musn Watson dropping 
out with stomach cramp, the Navy 
never looked like overhauling the 
Army, and the early end to the 
bandsman’s race also effectively 
wrecked hopes of beating the RAF. 


Gerrard finished in 11th place, 
with Maj John Rye (CTCRM) 
15th, a stride ahead of Lt Cdr Dai 
Roberts (Netherlands exchange). 

The Veterans team fared no bet¬ 
ter - Gough's win and WO Ferry 
Fares' second looked gtxxl. hut 
with Lt Graeme Riley (HMS 
Tireless) fading to 12th and 
CPOPT Gary Aldridge 14th, they 
were overhauled by their rivals. 

The Army again dominated in 
the Women s race, and although 
the Navy runners packed well* 
sadly it was in Hth* 9th and Khh 
places (POWWTR Vicky Norton. 
POWWTR Lindsay Gannon and 

Cricketers 

FORTHCOMING Royal Navy 
cricket fixtures include: 

RN representative matches: 

Sunday May 14 v Free 
Foresters (Portsmouth) 

Tuesday May 16 v Madras 
Ul9s (Portsmouth) 

Wednesday May 24 v English 
Universities (Portsmouth) 

Under 25 s: 

Sunday May 7 (Mount Wise, 
Plymouth) 

Friday May 19 (Portsmouth) 

ft you wish to be considered 
for the Under 25s, contact Lt 
Cdr Guy Lewis on Portsmouth 


With hopes high, and despite 
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77jro<? or) to one: Action from the Roys! Mdrines Corps rugby league championships. 


minutes each way. 

Ail five teams faced each other* then the top 
two contested the final, with the third and 
fourth sides playing off as well. 

The opening game between (TCRM and the 
Ciio Log Reel RM was a close, hard-fought 
affair, resulting in a 4-4 draw. 

The fierce competitive spirit demonstrated by 
both teams set the standard for others to follow*. 

As a result of the league phase, the final was 
to be a repeat of the opening game, with 45 Cdo 
and 40 Cdo playing for third place. 

The final turned out to be a 
more clear - cut aftaii than the ■ 

[ i .i hu.s-s.iiil C [ ( KM 
pitying coitsli active jugb\ j - 
interspersed with Hashes of iiulfi ! 
vidua I brilliance. 

(TCRM ran out 20*5 win¬ 
ners. led superbly by Sgi Chris 
Richards, who was named play¬ 


er of the tournament 

As the rugby union season draws to a close, 
the rugby league season is getting into its stride. 

The Corps team has a number of fixtures up 
to September, including games against the 
Paras, the Metropolitan Police and Wigan Si 
Pats. 

There will also l>c curtain-raisers for the 
inter-Services games. 

Anyone interested in playing should contact 
their UPT1 . 


THE ARMY v Navy rugby match 
- and much more - lakes place on 
Saturday May 6 at Twickenham, 
kick-off 2.45pm. 

The day wilt also feature 
England Students U2ls v 
Combined Services U21s. the 
National Ulls Rugby Festival, a 
penalty-kicking competition and 
i n le met ive d ispl ays. 


WINTRY weather tested the met¬ 
tle of players, officials and 
spectators at the Navy's annual 
rugby union 7s competition, 

A total of 22 teams, representing 
ships, shore establishments and a 
ladies competition, contributed to a 
busy day 

The final was played in the worst 
conditions of the day and saw 
hosts HMS Coiling wood take on 
HMS Neptune. 

The Scottish side got off to a fly¬ 
ing start, racing to a 10-0 lead with 
two unconverted tries, but the home 
team also dotted the ball down 
twice - one converted - to put them¬ 


selves firmly in the driving seat. 

Col ling wood then went on a 
points spree, and with Neptune fail¬ 
ing to cross the line again finished 
the match 43-10 winners, with OM 
Sean Farrell receiving the Player of 
the Championship award. 

The plate final was taken by HMS 
Dryad, who beat Thunderer 
Squadron {Southampton Univer¬ 
sity), and the winning ladies team 
was Portsmouth Command, 

Trophies were presented by Aled 
Morris, Chief Executive of sponsors 
Office Angels, accompanied by the 
Commodore HMS Collingwood, 
Commodore Peter Davies. 


• Going nowhere: The ladies competition at the RN rugby union 7s . P>ctuw: fhctw# Md&m 


Comms date 

THE INAUGURAL RN Comm¬ 
unications Branch golf cham¬ 
pionships will take place at 
Southwick Park on duty 11* 

Full details of the competi¬ 
tion, and entry forms, can be 
obtained from organiser WO 
Andy Bolt, HMS Collingwood 
ext 2641 (01329 332041), e-mail 
qa4<(pbott9B, free serve, co. uk 

Aussies tour 

AN AUSTRALIAN armed for¬ 
ces golf team is to tour the UK 
at the end of the summer* 

The ADF Combined Services 
team will arrive on August 27, 
and play matches against the 
Navy, Army, RAF and UK 
Combined Services in a Ryder 
Cup format before they leave 
on September 12* 


Angus Esse a high came third 
ahead of captain Jamie Summers. 

The team is open to all serving 
members of the RN and RM. 

Owing to an antiquated rule* 
women cannot ride the Crcsta Run 
but may ride tuib skeleton, an 
event with few female competitors. 

To be a good rider, all one 
requires is [he desire to ride a 
toboggan down an icy track for 
about fill seconds at speeds of up 
to 80m ph. 

If you would like to be consid¬ 
ered for selection to represent the 
RN team* contact Lt Jamie 
Summers at CTCRM Lvmpsionc 
on 93785 4255. 


Riders getting 
up to speed 


THE RN/RM Cycling Association 
road squad spring training camp in 
South Wales has given Senior 
Service riders a flying start for 
u pet mi i ng comjK-1 i t k> n s. 

Staying at the Navy's facility al 
'fidybom-on-Usk. it was the first 
such training camp, hut looks set 
to become a fixture. 

Any cyclists interested m 
becoming involved with the associ¬ 
ation. especially for this year's 
in ter-Services events, should con¬ 
tact (TO Graham Rush on 93HO 
22738, 


County side proves 


THE RN tobogganing team 
has just wrapped up another 
outstanding season - and the 
signs are that their dominance 
could endure for many years. 
writes U Cdr Andrew Mitts. 

The season started early in 
January when the three novice rid¬ 
ers. CPOAIfie Rass (HMS 
Cambridge), POWEA Pete Sellers 
(Dev on port) and OM Darby Allen 
(11M S N or fol k) w e re give n t ra i n - 
mg and guidance by team captain 
Lt Jamie Summers (CTCRM). 

The team was strengthened by 
the arrival of Lt Cdr Andy Mills 
(HMS Sovereign). t \ C 'dr PauI 
Han (exchange with Royal Brunei 
Navy). Lt Aaron Whild (SETT), Lt 
Dan Hooton (HONI), Lt Angus 
Esse nh igh (H M S M o n -t rose). Lt 
Dave Gillen (HMS Dul-vcnon). 
LS(D) Sul Lawrence (SDU) and 
CpI Ian Breeze (RM Poole). 

Sponsored by Brandt Computer 
Systems and MilTech Computers, 
the team undertook two weeks of 
intensive race preparation for the 
in ter-Services Race Day. 

The N avy scored a si u n n i ng s ac¬ 
cess in the Prince Philip Team 
Trophy (as reported in last 
month's Navy Newx)> 


Bui in the individual 
series, an inspired run by 
the top RAF rider, who had 
nothing to lose, took him to 
Ihe front, beating Andy Mills 
by 13 100s of a second. 


Host team prevails 


A VERY strong Cornwall county 
golf leam proved too hot to handle 
for the Navy in the first match of 
the new season, writes RNGA 
Secretary Cdr Gary Skinns. 

Bitterly cold but fine weather pre¬ 
vailed over the weekend, and Navy 
selectors were able to assess the form 
of four newcomers to the squad. 

The Tehidy Park course was In fine 
shape, particularly considering it had 
been virtually unplayable only four 
days prior to the event. 

The morning foursomes drew a blank 
on the sc o resheet for the Navy team* 
New team captain Lt Guy Morris (810 
NAS) renewed his partnership with S/Lt 
Terry Taylor (RNAS Culdrose) and the 
pairing came closest to a pre-lunch 


point by taking their match to the final 
green- 

The afternoon singles fared slightly 
better, with Norris playing an exemplary 
captain's role in the top match. 

Playing against one of the county's 
top players, Norris produced some 
scintillating golf and triumphed 3 and 2. 

Of the newcomers, MEM Michael 
Settlefield (HMS Sultan) stands out as 
an exciting prospect for Navy golf. 

Only 20 years old, and undergoing 
Part 3 training, he is an ex-Welsh boys 
champion, showing some of this form 
when gaining his first Navy point with a 
gritty win on the final green, 

BC Sgt Martin Sharp (RM School of 
Music) became the second of the three 
golfing brothers to gain full Navy hon¬ 
ours. 


He also showed some excellent form, 
particularly In his singles encounter 
with ex-Navy champion Ian Ashenden. 

A close match all the way round fin¬ 
ished all-square, a very creditable per¬ 
formance from Sharp. 

Other players making their debuts 
were CRS Alan Yuill (HMS York) and 
OM2 Paul Lambert (HMS Raleigh), 

Yuill found the step up to this level 
difficult, but shows promise, 

Lambert is an 18-year-old still in ini¬ 
tial tramlna but shows great potential. 

He too found this level a little awe¬ 
inspiring at his first attempt, but again 
will benefit from more experience. 

The match was somewhat marred by 
one of the players being involved in a 
car accident the evening before. 
Although no one was injured, the 


vehicle was seriously damaged, and 
the team ended up one short. 

A hurried phone-call was made, and 
the County Golf Union kindly called one 
of their reserves into the fray. 

Joining up with the veteran, Cdr tan 
Yuill (DNPCP), he experienced a narrow 
toss in the morning foursomes, but 
managed a win against his own team in 
the singles encounter. 

No one was disgraced and most per¬ 
formances were creditable, considering 
the RN players were up to five shots 
behind their opponents on handicap. 

At the time of going to press, ten 
members of the RN team will be under¬ 
going an overseas tour to the 
Jacksonville/Mayport area of Florida* 

A full report will be published in Navy 
News , 


THE ANNUAL RN Rugby 
League % championships will he 
held on Ihe main fields of HMS 
Collingwood in Fare ham on 
Wednesday, May 10, 

Sponsored by Warrior, the 
event will be open to the public, 
and Iasi* throughout the day. 
Competing teams will be repre¬ 
senting ships and establishments 
from across the Navy, 


More than a match 


A MIXTURE of coaching and competi¬ 
tion over two days has given the sport of 
rugby league a big boost within the Royal 
Marines. 

The Corps championships, which attracted fill 
players from five units, started with a day of 
training and instruction in the northern code. 

Connor Gisson, formerly of the London 
Broncos, Mick Cook, Chris Chapman and 
Graham Davies (from Leeds Rhinos) gave of 
their own time ami travelled some distance to 
explain the intricacies ot the league game, and 
their enthusiasm, knowledge and patience was 
well-received. 

The players soon mastered Ihe running into 
each other very fast and lackling hard element, 
but the scrummaging, tactical pi ay, powers, 
roadies and face-offs required more thought. 

The competition itself took the form of a 
league knock-out event, with games placed ten 


Junior event 
forges ahead 

NAVY ('apt Jeff Blackett was 
on hand to see how far his 
junior rugby union competi¬ 
tion has developed. 

Instigated as a Hampshire and 
Sussex event, ii has become the 
Daily Telegraph and Armed 
Forces Rugby f estival, and Jeff 
Chairman of the RN Rugby 
Union, presented the prizes at the 
U ruler 12s Hampshire South 
Festival, held at United Services, 
Portsmouth. 

Around 4110 schools nationwide 
support the event, with the final 48 
attending a finals day at Staines, 

Q u a He r- f i n a li st s ha t lie it 
i h rough to the final at 
Twickenham as a prelude to the 
RN versus Army match. 

Oaldands School came out on 
top of the 2(i-sdn>ol local event, 
which featured 250 children. 

Open invitation to 
9s competition 
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HMS ENDURANCE enters Cape Town for an official 
visit to South A fries* The Antarctic patrol ship spent 
ten days at She Cape on her way back from her 
annual polar deployment She 1$ due to arrive home 
at Portsmouth on May 2 . Picture: LA(PHOT) Chti 9 Brick 


A FOURTH man has been 
charged with Violent disorder in 
connection with the death of Royal 
Marines Cpl Kevin Weaver. 

Cpl Weaver (36) died in hospital 
on March 9, a week after an 
alleged assault in Royal Parade, 
Plymouth. 

Soon after, one man was 
charged with murder, wounding 
with intent and violent disorder, 
and initially two others were 
charged with violent disorder. 

At C pl Weaver's funeral his cof¬ 
fin was borne by his comrades from 
42 Commando, and a salute was 
fired over his grave. 

Members of the unit are among 
Service and civilian people who 
have contributed to a trust fund for 
Cpl Weaver's baby daughter. 
Olivia, Donations are being sent to 
Bardavs Junior Plus account no. 
50055964, sort code 211-68-10* 


daily. At that event, Bill told Lt 
Cdr Lambert: "It I die in my 
sleep tonight, 1 shall have had 
the best day of my life." 

Mr Bedford served in both 
World Wars and left the Navy in 
1946, At Jutland he was a boy 
seaman in the armoured cruis¬ 
er HMS Duke of Edinburgh. He 
also served in HM ships 
Powerful, Dido, Victorious, 
Queen Elizabeth, Revenge, 
Amazon and Penelope. 

Mr Bedford, a widower with a 
son and grandchild, worked for 
the Metropolitan Water Board 
until he retired at the age of 72. 
He was very active until his col¬ 
lapse, and each day walked to 
the Westway Centre from his 
home, 

Pictute: PQfPHOT) Dave CoQtvbBS 


Commando (17) 
shot in training 


A TEENAGE Marine died after 
he was accidentally shut while 
training, 

Wayne Richards (17) was hit by 
a live round during a night-time 
exercise conducted near Exeter by 
the Commando Training Centre 
Tympstone on March 3T He died 
soon after. 

Devon and Cornwall police, 
who are investigating, said it 
appeared the incident was a tragic 
accident. 
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Oldest field 
gunner dies 
after 100th 
birthday 


Fourth man on 
Marine charge 
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THREE key people involved In the Royal Navy’s difficult and hazardous opera¬ 
tion in rebel-torn Sierra Leone have been named on an operational Honours List. 


A7 sub 

theft 

caution 


FOR THE first time a success¬ 
ful prosecution lias been 
brought against someone whir 
has removed an item from a 
Royal Navy war grave. 

Diver Roger Webber was 
charged with theft of a compass 
binnacle from the sunken subma¬ 
rine A7. but that case was dropped 
after Webber (53) agreed to 
accept a police caution for theft by 
finding 

The prosecution is seen as a 
warning to others that the MOD is 
prepared to take action against 
war grave plunderers. 

Although ihe A7 foundered on 
exercise a few months before the 
outbreak of World War h it is list¬ 
ed as an official war crave under 
the Prof eel ion of Military 
Remains Act 1986. The boat's li¬ 
man crew died in the accident. 

The binnacle will be presented 
to the RN Submarine Museum, 


They were the Commanding 
Officer of HMS Norfolk, Cdr 
Bruce Williams, the ship’s 
flight commander and pilot. Lt 
Nick Bunco, and the officer in 
charge of the Fleet Standby 
Rifle Team embarked in the 
frigate. Major Rory Copingcr- 
Symcs RM of 45 Cdo, 

All have received the Queen’s 
Commendation for Valuable 
Service as a result of Norfolk’s aid 
to Sierra Leone early Iasi year. 
Berthed at Freetown, the ship 
delivered over three ions of med¬ 
ical aid via her Lynx helicopter. 

The aircraft also conducted 
reconnaissance missions and pro¬ 
vided transport for the British 
ambassador. During Ihe height of 
ihe rebel incursions he was accom¬ 
modated in HMS Norfolk, which 


effectively became a temporary 

embassy. 

The Honours List also named 
CPO(D) Mark Holroyd who has 
been awarded the Queen's 
Commendation for Bravery for 
leading an operation to defuse a 
World" War II bomb in the 
Plymouth area. 

Three other members of the 
learn from Southern Diving Unit I 
received C-in-C Fleet commenda¬ 
tions (see report in page 2). 

Two RN officers have been 
made MSB - Lt Cdr Damon 
Knight. Executive Officer in HMS 
Sheffield during the Hurricane 
Mitch relief operations in 1998, 
and Lt Cdr Adrian Aplin, Supply 
Officer in HMS Cumberland dur¬ 
ing Operation Bolton in the Gulf 
earlier that year. 

\A Cdr Knight is cited as having 




Kosovo medal gets go-ahead 


NATO's campaign medal lor 
Kosovo has been approved 
by the Queen for wearing by 
British personnel. 

To be eligible, personnel 
must have completed 30 
days continuous or accumu¬ 
lated service on land, sea or 
in the air space of Kosovo 
and other Yugoslav territory, 


Albania, Macedonia or the 
Ionian Seas. 

Those who spent 90 days 
service in direct support of 
NATO operations in Italy, 
Greece and Hungary are also 
eligible. 

More details are published 
in Royal Navy Defence 
Council Instruction 32/00, 


\ 


THE OLDEST surviving field 
gunner and a veteran of 
Jutland died just a few days 
after this picture was taken 
of him celebrating his 100th 
birthday. 

Former Seaman Gunner 
John (Bill) Bedford, who joined 
the Navy In 1916 and was a 
member of Portsmouth Field 
Gun Crew in 1923, suffered a 
stroke at the family celebration 
of his birthday on March 25. He 
died six days later in hospital. 

On March 23 Royal Navy rep¬ 
resentatives led by Lt Cdr 
Kevin Lambert - in the picture 
with LA(PHOT) Mark Hrsted - 
attended a celebration lor the 
veteran laid on by the Westway 
Centre, a day care facility in 
London that Mr Bedford used 


risen to the challenge of three dis- 
aster relief operations in demand¬ 
ing and often distressing condi¬ 
tions, to provide vital support to 
those affected, 

Lt ( dr Aplin receives his award 
for overcoming a series of difficult 
logistics problems during 
< Timberiand s standby off Albania 
during ihe crisis there in 1998, and 
her deployment to the Gulf during 
the Iraq crisis of 1998-99. 

A Queen's Commendation for 
Valuable Service gi>es to Lt Cdr 
Alexandre Loch rune for his work 
in HMS Somerset while the frigate 
escorted the French carrier Focn in 
ihe Adriatic last year. 


Warships mark 
Atlantic battle 


MINE HUNTER HMS Cottes¬ 
more and two other NATO war¬ 
ships will be in Londonderry on 
May 5-7 for a Battle of the Atlantic 
com me monition arranged by the 
local branch of ihe Royal Naval 
Association. 

The Dutch frigate HMNLS 
Pieter Morisz and the largest war¬ 
ship in the Polish Navy, the 
Kashin-class destroyer Warszawa, 
arc expected on May 5. with 
Cottesmore berthing the next day. 

The steamer Balmoral is also 
expected, and the organisers art- 
hoping that the Irish Navy will 
send a vessel. Ships w ill he open to 
visitors on the Saturday. There will 
also be shoreside entertainment 
and. on the Sunday, a service of 
rente nth ranee. 


Flier in Spitfire 
crash was 
ex-rescue pilot 


THE FORMER Navy flier who died when a veteran Spitfire air¬ 
craft crashed at Goodwood Airfield at one time dew RN rescue 
helicopters and was regarded as a very capable pilot by the Service. 


Norman Lees (49) was killed 
when a two-seat version of the 
Spitfire ploughed into the ground 
while he was instructing the owner 
of the aircraft, Greg MeCurragh. 
Mr MeCurragh also died in the 
crash on April K. The cause is 
being investigated. 

Norman Lees served in the RN 
as a helicopter pilot from 1976-88. 
He continued his service in the 
RNR until 1998. finally retiring as 
a lieutenant commander. 

During his RN career he served 
as a search and tescue pilot with 
772 Naval Air Squadron, flew 
We ssc x 1 rt nm-ea r ry i ng he I ic*>ptc rs 
with 845 NAS. and finally served as 
an instructor with 707 NAS. He 
also piloted a World War II Fairey 
Firefly fighter for the Navy's 
Historic Flight. 

At the time of his death he was 
an airline training captain for 
Virgin Atlantic. 


Two die in ship 
search mishap 

TWO Army search specialists in 
the Northern Ireland patrol vessel 
HMS Cottesmore died after 
boarding a commercial ship in 
Lough Foyle, Londonderry. 

They were Royal Engineers Cpl 
Jeremy Goulder (31) and Sapper 
Jodi Nai Valurua (25) who were 
working with Royal Navy sailors 
and Royal Marines in a routine 
search of the ship, a foreign vessel. 
They were found in a hold. 

A third Royal Engineer was 
injured, but not seriously. 

An Army spokesman in 
Northern Ireland said an inquiry 
was being held. One theory is that 
the men may have been overcome 
by fumes. 


Three honoured 


over mission to 
Sierra Leone 
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June 25, 1950 marked the start of an East-West slogging match destined 


• ABOVE RIGHT; Members of a Royal Marines raiding parly cool¬ 

ly prepare to blow up a railway tine in North Korea after being 
landed by sea behind enemy tines . nemre jwm 

• ABOVE; Enemy action was not the only hazard - here HMAS 

Sydney rocks and rolls through a typhoon which was to damage 
several aircraft on deck , ftttuw swpmttor o Ckwnmmaina 


• Admiral William Andrewes discusses plans in the Operations 
Room of HMS Triumph. As luck would have It* he was command¬ 
ing a task force on a goodwill deployment to the Far East when 
North Korea struck. Pxtuw try o*m 


• 77ra face of the enemy - Two North Korean prisoners, captured 
in a raid ashore, are given food by a PO Cook on board the New 
Zealand Loch-class frigate HMNZS RotoiU. p***# swu 


IAR IN KOREA burst upon the world sudden¬ 
ly, unexpectedly. That small, much-con- 

_quered country, which had up to 50 years 

ago spent centuries in a backwater of world affairs, 
became the one place on Earth where the Cold War 
turned hot. For three years, one month and two days, 
Korea - The Land of the Morning Calm* - became a 
bloody arena in which the Armed Forces of the West 
confronted the powers of Communism in what 
American historian S. L. A. Marshall has described as 
The nastiest little war this century/ 1 

It banight East and West to Commando RM. participation in a 


the brink of World War HI, and 
in itself claimed the lives of 
almost two million soldiers, 
sailors and airmen - almost a 
quarter of them Fighting for (he 
United Nations. The civilian 
casualties cannot he numbered 
with any accuracy, hut it is 
thought that at least a million 
perished. 

They died in a land that seemed 
to have been made difficult for 
warfare. Hilly, with few good roads, 
scored fay winding rivers and poor¬ 
ly mapped, il baked in summer and 
froze hard in winter. But one of the 
most enduring memories of the 
place, brought hack by those who 
served there, was its smell - the 
maUxloiirou* result of the Korean 
practice of fertilising the land with 
human excrement. 

This was the unenviable country 
over which the United Nations 
fought its only protracted war in 
the name of freedom. In varying 
strengths. 15 nations fought for the 
UN against the forces of North 
Korea and China, But the United 
Nations’ main agents were the 
USA who provided three Army 
Corps and one Marine Division 
and the bulk of the air and naval 
assets. Apart from the forces of 
South Korea, the contribution of 
Britain wav the next highest with a 
total of two Army brigades and 
support units. 41 Independent 


Commonwealth brigade and - at 
one time or another five aircraft 
carriers, six cruisers, 21 destroyers 
and frigatev and 18 Royal Heel 
Auxiliary vessels. 

The West, in the throes of a 
stand-off with Stalin in Europe, 
was caught looking the other wav 
when on Sunday. June 25. 1950 the 
135,00CMhroi)g army of North 
Korea's communist regime ~ led by 
Kim II Sung - crossed the fflih par 
alJcl which formed the border with 
USupported South Korea ruled 
fay the dictatorial but anti-commu¬ 
nist Dr Syngman Rhce 

With a speed of movement rem¬ 
iniscent of a World War II 
blitzkrieg, the North Koreans 
many of them hat tie-hardened fay 
the Sino-Japanese war and hof- 
stored by Russian-supplied T34 
tanks, artillery and 200 piston- 
engined combat aircraft - Captured 
the South Korean capital of Seoul 
in three days, They swept aside 
R hue's Republic of Korea (ROIC) 
army which had m> tanks, no anti¬ 
tank guns, no aircraft, no heavy 
artillery and which was at that time 
numerically inferior and under- 
trained with a third of its vehicles 
unserviceable. 


• A Firefly is armed with rockets and cannon shells in HMS 
Triumph in preparation for a raid on advancing communist forces 
during the summer of 1950 ***** ****** 


Korea had been divided during 
the last months of World War if, 
essentially to delineate the military 
ztmes of action of US Forces and 
those of Russia (which had entered 
the war against Japan shortly 
before Tokyo surrendered fa 

However, as the Cold War hnik 
a grip in the lute 194IK. the dividing 
line at the 3Kth parallel acquired 
political significance, with the 
Soviet-sponsored regime in the 
north, and the US-hackcd govern¬ 
ment in ihe south polarising ide¬ 
ologically and irreconcilably. Yet, 
with expit»sive results, the rival sys¬ 
tems were both still aiming for a 


# FRONT COVER; HMS Mo mis Bay picks her way through me 
ice off the wmtcoast of Korea.. She am the cruiser HMS Belfast 
with ifm destroyer HMS Cossack, had forced a passage through 
ihe frozen sea to bombard enemy gun batteries. Picture; mm 


united Korea « each under their 
own terms. 

['hough minor binder clashes 
had been taking place as the 
Forties drew to a dost, American 
diplomacy and intelligence failed 
to pick up the signs that a full-scale 
invasion was imminent. As a result, 
the US were entirely unprepared 
for the onslaught. Today, a oelief 
among historians is that Stalin, 
although sanctioning the attack, 
probably did not instigate it. But 
with East-West diplomacy at its 
lowest ebb, that was not America’s 
perception at the time. In the 
States. Senator Joseph McCarthy’s 
Red witch hunt was under way, and 
Kim It Sung was seen as a cats paw 
for Stalin and Mao Tsc Tung in a 
wider plan to weaken the West by 
aggression - with Korea as the 
starting pistol 

The trigger was pulled at a time 
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to go on for three bloody years and claim the lives of three million people 
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[inMS JAMAICA, one 
I of the most active 
warships in the 
first months of the 
Korean War, was not 
originally meant to be in 
those waters. 

Her chaplain, the Rev. 
Raymond Lowe, recalls that 
she had been sent from the 
West Indies station in 1949 to 
replace HMS London, which 
had been badly damaged dur¬ 
ing the Yangtse Incident. 

At first. Jamaica's change of pro¬ 
gramme seemed to bring recre¬ 
ational benefits on Admiral 
Andre wes's Hag-showing deploy¬ 
ment around the Far East Then, 
two days into a journey to establish 
a refuelling and recreational base 
in Japan. Jamaica found herself 
suddenly at war 

With the American flagship LJSS 
Juneau and in company with the 
frigate HMS Black Swan, Jamaica 
was the first British warship to 
enter Korean waters after the com¬ 
munist invasion. Her orders with 
the rest of the group were to bom¬ 
bard east-coast roads being used by 
the North Koreans, 

In those first few days the Naw 
men saw signs of the savagery with 
which the war was to be fought. 
Raymond Lowe remembers: "‘On 
the way to our designated opera¬ 
tions area, we passed a stretch of 
water in which were large numbers 


CHINA 


North 


NORTH 


• if Tim Fetherston-Dilke - 
chose HMS Jamaica s targets. 

of corpses tied in pairs, I do not 
know who these people were, but 
the stink was nauseating." 

Near the 38th Parallel, the com¬ 
bined force began shelling a coastal 
railway line with uncertain results, 
as trains tended to shelter in the 
tunnels cuttini 


• IS John Wade - under air 
attack in HMS Black Swan. 

All three UN warships emtged 
the smaller vessels with bin, 4in and 
close-range weapons. Of the six 
attacking boats, five were sunk, 
"My recollection is that we picked 
up two survivors from the sunken 
boats/’ said Cdr Eetherston-Dilke. 
"After that encounter, we did not 
dose the coastline quite so closely 
by day.” 

He was given the task of choos¬ 
ing a suitable night target, and set 
Jamaica's sights on the communist- 
occupied road and rail junction of 
Yangyang. near the 38th Parallel: 

"I passed (he initial range and 
bearing of our target to the bridge 

■ Turn to supplement page S 
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the Korean 
hills. One of Jamaica's officers was 
24-ycar-old Lt (later Cdr) Tim 
Fcmerston-Dilkc. He remembers 
that on the day following her initial 
bombardment, the cruiser dosed in 
for “another go": 

“Our Type 293 radar operators 
saw nothing on their screens, when 
suddenly our look-outs sighted 
North Korean E-boats heading out 
from the coastline/ 


JAPAN 


• ABOVE: The seesaw 
nature of the first 12 
months of the war is 
shown by this map 
produced for Navy News 
by our graphics artist 
Andrew Brady. 

• LEFT: The cruiser HMS 
Jamaica took part in the 
first naval action of the 
conflict 
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when the US armed forces were it 
the lowest point of their post-war 
run-down, their numbers having 
been cut from 12 million to 1.6 mil* 
lion, and defence spending 
reduced from $82 billion to $13 bib 
lion. Nearly every army unit was 
under strength, under-trained and 
under-equipped 

The nearest US combat 
troops available for South 
Korea at the time formed the 
army of occupation In 
Japan, and they lacked 62 
per cent of their infantry fire¬ 
power and 14 per cent of 
their tanks. 

They were under the command 
of one of the USA’s greatest soldier 
heroes of World War 11. General 
Douglas Mac Arthur, 70 years old, 
charismatic, egocentric. As 
Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers m Japan, his HO was 
in Tokyo where on June 29 he was 


ordered by President Truman to 
use his forces to oppose the com¬ 
munist invasion. 

In the meantime, on June 27, 
Truman had promised ini mediate 
US naval and air support for South 
Korea, and that mgnt the United 
Nations passed a US-sponsored 
resolution calling on member 
nations to 'Tender such assistance 
to the Republic of Korea as may be 
necessary to repel the armed attack 
and to restore international peace 
and security to the area." 

The strength of Americas 
riposte was a shock to China and 
the Soviet Union. The latter, a 
member of the UN Security 
Council, would have used its veto 
to block the resolution to send the 
United Nations to war over South 
Korea had it not been for the fact 
that it was boycotting the UN at 
the time - a mistake that it never 
repeated, 

that day, too* America asked 


and received the help of its closest 
ally. Britain, in the military task 
ahead. 

The first and most immediate 
support the UK could give was 
through the Royal Navy, By chance 
an RN task furce under the com¬ 
mand of Rear Admiral William 
Andrewcs was in Japanese waters 
on a cruise. His force included the 
aircraft carrier HMS Triumph, the 
cruisers Belfast and Jamaica, and 
five escort vessels, which were put 
at the disposal of the Commander 
US Naval Forces Far East. 

In all, there were 22 
British warships in Far 
Eastern waters, and by cut¬ 
ting other tasks to a mini¬ 
mum - they included the 
Malaya and Yangtse patrols 
and the defence of Hong 
Kong - more ships were 
made available to the UN, 

On June 30, President Truman 
ordered the bombing of North 
Korea as well as a naval blockade 
which was to continue unbroken to 
the end of the war, Two days later, 
HMS Jamaica and the frigate HMS 
Black Swan were engaged in the 
first naval action of the conflict 
when they were attacked by six 
North Korean E-boats off the east 
coast. In (he brief, decisive fight, all 
bar one of the E-boats were sunk. 
On the same day (he Jamaica 
joined the first bombardment of 
the war* a joint US-UK operation 
to harass the enemy’s left flank. 
Then six days later the British 
cruiser was hit by a shell from a 
shore battery, killing a sailor - and 
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five soldiers from llone Kong who 
had joined the ship for her summer 
cruise. They were the first British 
casualties of the war at sea. 

Meanwhile on the other* west¬ 
ern. side of the Korean peninsula, 
in the Yellow Sea, the frigate HMS 
Alacrity started (he patrol which 
was to grow into the weM-ouasi 

M Turn to supplement page 6 


• A Fairey Firefly fighter-bomber about to land on HMS Triumph 
after an armed reconnaissance mission over the west coast of 
North Korea in August 1950 , ftcmw ww 
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• AfacArfhur wafcbes his masterstroke put into effect from the bridge of 
his HO ship at Inchon, USS Mount McKinley : Pxtur* ti&aod try Edwwit Cotm 

f \ S BOY Seaman 
A \ James Irvine scanned 
enemy shoreline 
in Korea on yet another 
bleak, damp dawn, he 
thought it the most desolate 
place in the world. 

In his ship, the frigate HMS St 
Bride s Bay, news was filtering 
through to the lower deck that the 
Yanks were planning a landing at 
Inchon. Steel helmets and anti- 
flash clothing had been issued and 
gun practice became intensive, 
interminable. 

With its tidal peculiarities and 
enclosed waters, the west coast port of 
Inchon was an unlikely place for a land¬ 
ing. Architect of the scheme. General 
Douglas MacArthur, knew it. His staff 
knew it, and several of them had said 
so. Now on board his command shin the 
USS Mount McKinley, he w as gambling 
that the North Koreans knew it. too, 
and would mil be present in force, 

MacArthur believed that his 
invasion plan. Operation Chro¬ 
mite, could win the war for the 
United Nations at a stroke. But 
there were several hurdles to 
overcome. One was that the 
communists would detect the 
fleet movements in time to rein¬ 
force their men on the heights 
overlooking the landing areas. 

And if that didn't happen, how could 
they he persuaded not to take the hint 
when marines ha the beaches of an 
offshore island a full 11 hours before 
the main assault on Inchon itself? The 
island. Wo!mi-do. commanded the nar- 
row approaches to Inchon and its cap¬ 
ture at dawn on D-Day - September 15 
- was a vital preliminary to the landings, 
which due to tidal conditions could not 
be made until just two hours before 
dark. 

It was essential that the communists 
eyes should be focused elsewhere - 
around the Pusan perimeter where 


• The port and town of inchon under seaborne and aerial 
attack ; w 

on all wilts of things that would float? 
said Tom, “Working with an interpreter, 
we sorted them tint to be put on a 
friendly island? 

At the end of August, the Whdesand 
Bay w;ts ordered to Japan as the first 
stage of a vital role she was to play to 
draw the enemy's eyes away from 
Mac Arthur's planned invasion target of 
Inchon. 

At the naval base of Sasebo, 
th# frigate ambarkad US Special 
Forces, who with a small, 14* 
man group from 41 Cdo Royal 
Marines - Poundforce - would 
mount a diversionary raid In the 
Kunsan area two days before 
the Inchon landings. 

The Americans seemed to make 
Tom's X-lurret deck their home on 
hoard where they shared I heir K-rations 
with the British sailors burgers and 
biscuits, peaches in syrup, and ice¬ 
cream, finished off with a couple of 
Lucky Strike cigarettes. 

Rubber boats were prepared for the 
raiders, and when the Wbitexand Bay 
arrived off the target beach, the com¬ 
mandos struck out for shore at 7jz ro 
Hour. 

Under the full moon, Tom followed 
their movements through his gun binoc¬ 
ulars. “They ran up the middle of the 
beach in their normal, gung-ho way. but 
rust before they reached the rocks all 
hell broke loose with machine-gun 
fire.” 

The raiders ran back towards the 
boats, some of which had been punc¬ 
tured by enemy fire, “Most of the 
equipment was dumped and they hur¬ 
ried back to our ship? The British 
frigate was now herself under threat of 
fire and prepared to get under way. As 
she did so, Ibm spotted a rubber boat 
tied to the quarterdeck with one of the 
US Marines still Wing in the bottom. 

Jumping into the boat, he lifted the 
man on board the frigate with the help 
of a shipmate, just as the ship’s pro¬ 
pellers began turning. 

"That night we buried two of the 
American Special Forces over the stem. 
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• James Irvine - he would never 
forget the spectacle. 

Fishermen, went ashore from motorised 
junks. 

An AH gunner in the Whitcsand Bay. 
Tom Naish, used to watch the progress 
of the raids through his 4,5 in gunsights, 
“The)' took about two to three hours, 
and when they returned from their tar¬ 
gets, villages were mainly left on fire 
and most of the enemv killed. But we 
noticed that the South Koreans brought 
out young women - and cows, tied up 
with rope and towed behind the junks? 

There were also signs that the North 
Koreans were ruthless in their treat¬ 
ment of civilians in the villages they 
entered, 'Within days of their raids we 
would find the people that had escaped 


# Boy Seaman Ron Godsalf - 
killed in a communist air attack on 
HMS Jamaica. 


Dick Bedford was not at his usuall 
action siaikm as daw n broke on D- Day/. 
Jamaica was at anchor, and as thee 
weather the previous night had heem 
poor, cable had to he taken in for thee 
day's firing. Dick Bedford was a mcmv 
her of the six-strong cable party wit Hi 
the task of signalling by hand flags thee 
numher of shackles of cable that hadi 
been brought in. 

On the bridge, L! Tim 
Fetherston-Dilke surveyed the 
port of Inchon through hie 
binoculars. It was worrying that 
the hills around the coast blind* 
ed the ship's air-warning radar. 

Then, as the sky lightened, two pis-,- 
ton-engined aircraft appeared out off 
the low cloud base They were commu¬ 
nist Yaks. 

Dick Bedford watched them flyingg 
across the anchorage, heading towards 
a big American cruiser ahead of thee 
Jamaica, He saw what looked like twen 
bombs being dropped, both missintg 
their target 

Boy Seaman Michael Stephens had m 
perfect view from his perett on a gum 
direction seat, as one of the attackem 
turned away and the other headed fair 
the British cruiser. “He came in on ouir 
port quarter at an altitude of about! 
I (lift, and about 50ft off chit side anul 
proceeded to strafe our port side frorm 
stem to stern/’ 

The ship's 4in guns were not able ko 
engage the fast* low-flying target, buit 
the cruiser's pom-poms and Boforrs 
guns were 

The cable party stood in astonish i- 
ment until they saw cannon-shellI 


• HMS Whttesand Bay - fulfilled a 
diversionary role t and (right) AB 
gunlayer Tom Naish in the US Marine 
Corps jacket he acquired. 



H m 

' 

V ■ 

1 

111 




! 2 M; v > 


i 1 


ft 1 

1 

ftl «L 





















































NAVY HEWS KOREA 


+ 



• The entrance to tnchon viewed from the bridge of HMS Belfast 
(CO, Capt Sir Aubrey St Clair-Ford) factum suppeedtry J a mwty 


• Royal Marines commandos embarked in a US tending craft for a 
raid on enemy installations. Picture iwm 


• By dawn s early light - American landing craft at Inchon 

Ptctvr* fujpptoxl by Dkk Bedford 


# The Executive Officer of HMS Kenya inspects an enemy gun 
knocked out by the Cruiser $ bombardment. P*oun> twu 


■ 


9 From supplement page 3 

amt I he transmitting station for our 
mam armament. Seconds later, the 
Captain gave the order to engage, 
and off went a br**adside of eight 
fan -.hells. We had hit the power 
station, and she lights of Yangyang 
went out." 

A day or two later, on July 8, the 
ships resumed their train-busting, 
but by no* the North Koreans had 
moved an artillery battery into 
position. It was to lead to the first 
British casualties of the war at sea. 

On board Jamaica was a 
group of soldiers who as a 
treat bad been allowed to 
join the ship for her Far East 
cruise. Apparently they had 
been given the opportunity 
to return to their base when 
the orders changed, but they 
had chosen to stay. 

"As wc were so undermanned, 
these lads finished up by {very 
capably) manning HI and H2 4in 
guns." said Michael Stephens, one 
of the Jamaica's boy seamen. When 
the communist guns opened up 
they straddled the cruiser, one shell 
hilling the base of the I8in wide 
mainmast and showering the HI 
gun crew with splinters. 

Five of the soldiers and one 
sailor AU John MawdsJcy - died, 
and five others were wounded. 

* Never have \ felt a cruiser 
accelerate from It) knots to near 31 
knots quite so rapidly.” said Tim 
Fct herston- Dil ke. 

The duty of conducting the 
funeral at sea Tell to Raymond 
Ujwc who remembers having to 
perform the sad ceremony while 
the cruiser steamed at high speed 
because she was within range of 
fond-based enemy aircraft 

Jamaica was not tbc only British 
warship to come under effective 
attack that summer. The destroyer 
HMS Com us had been involved in 
screening HMS Tfiumph and, from 
the outset, in coastal bombardment 
of the Korean cast coast. 

Then, on August 23, while 
patrolling inshore on the west 
coast, she was attacked by two Yak 
fighter-bombers. One of the bombs 
exploded close on the ship's port 
side, tearing a hole in the hull just 
on the waterline. Although not as 
destructive to life and limb as the 
attack on the Jamaica, it proved to 
he one of the most damaging in 
material terms to any British vessel 
engaged in Korea, 

The forward boiler room was 
holed and had to he flooded, recalls 
I A Cdr Richard Read, who at the 
lime was Comus’s Assistant 
Gunnery Officer, "The only casual¬ 
ty was a leading stoker mechanic 
who had gone to start up the auxil¬ 
iary generator in the boiler room at 
the sound of the act km-stations 


• Lt Richard Read - Assistant 
Gunnery Officer of HMS 
Comus. 

gongs His hodv was recovered by 
the Engineer Gfffccr using diving 
apparatus, and he was buried at sea 
with full military honours," Comus 
was able to return under he own 


steam for repairs in Japan. 
During this period Black S' 


Swan - 


• The Rev Raymond Lowe 
conducts the funeral at sea of 
those killed in the Shelling of 
HMS Jamaica on July 8, 1850, 

Picture eupolimt by pick B ed ford 


• HMS Comus pictured from the aircraft carrier HMAS Sydney and 
(inset) a dry-dock photograph, supplied by Richard Read , of the 
hole tom in her hull by an enemy bomb , 

victim of what is now known as 
‘friendly fire', and perhaps (he 
pilots thought we were firing at 
them,” 

Later, John found himself 
involved in a covert operation when 
he volunteered to act as second 
coxswain in one of Black Swan's 
boats which had to recover an 
American agent from behind the 
lines: 

‘'l agreed to go prwided the 
motor cutter anti not the whaler 
was used, as I didn't fancy the idea 
of pulling an oar when someone 
may be bring bullets in nty direc¬ 
tion , ,. 

“Al dusk we set off, not without 
some trepidation, with a look-out 
armed with a Bren gun stationed in 
the bows. The phosphorescence 
was cascading all around Che boat, 
and this gave the impression that 
wc must be seen for miles. 

' Suddenly there was a 
loud splash from forward, 
but we needn't have worried 
- it was only our intrepid 
bowman letting the spare 
barrel of the Bren fall over 
the side." 

As the boat approached the 
shore a pre-arranged signal was 
flashed to the spot where the agent 
was supposed to lie waiting - but 
there was no reply and the boat 
returned. "Wc never found out the 
fate of the agent, but hoped that 
he'd been successfully recovered," 
Arming the other warships tak¬ 
ing part in the bombardment and 
blockade of both the east and west 
coasts in those first weeks of the 
war were the embers HMS Belfast 
and HMS Kenya. 

In Five days of action off Korea 
in July, I95tj. the Belfast, wearing 
the flag of Admiral Andrcwes, 
wrecked harbour installations, fac¬ 
tories, raids, an ammunition 
dump, and military hardware - and 
look part in an intense bombard¬ 
ment of the militarily important 
town of Yongdok. 

At the time, a gunner in the 
Belfast, AB John Gay. gave this 
account of what it was like to work 
the cruiser's bin guns after an 
hour's heavy bombardment: 

"The inside of our turret sound 
cd nothing less than a madhouse. 
Hvcryunc wax like a raving maniac, 
with sweat dripping off us, our 
clothes soaking wet. and every time 
those breeches flew open, ready for 
the next shell them would be a 
great blast of bot air - just like oven 
doors opening, only hotter. Hvery 
lime my ramrod met the breech she 
sizzled like mother’s frying-pan.'’ 

In August - after plucking 
a downed US aircrewman 
from the sea - HMS Kenya 
co-operated with the 
Canadian destroyer HMCS 
Athabaskan and a force of 
ROK ships in clearing com¬ 
munists from the Island of 
Takuchaku To. leading up to 
the port of Inchon, 

The Kenya noted that many 
civilians took the brum of the 
KQK's softening-up bombardment, 
leaving the cruiser s medical teams 
to give emergency aid. Sadly, there 
was little that could be done for at 
least one small child, injured with 
her mother. The little girl died on 
hoard and was buried at sea, while 
her young mother wax landed at 
Sasebo in Japan for treatment. 

The men of the Royal Navy were 
beginning to sec the horrors of I 
war at close quarters .., 


‘The inside of our 
turret sounded 
nothing less than 
a madhouse. 
Everyone was like a 
raving maniac, with 
sweat dripping off 
us, our clothes 
soaking wet .. 


inevitably kntwn to her ship's com¬ 
pany as the Mucky Duck - also had 
an air encounter. She was bom¬ 
barding a harbour installation 
when LS John Wade noticed two 
planes apparently dropping bombs 
over the area: “The aircraft then 
turned towards us and to our 
amaze me n t and eon sterna tXNK 
started to strafe the ship with can¬ 
non fire," 

Fortunately there were no casu¬ 
alties and the Fighters headed off 
without attacking again - and a dis¬ 
turbing suspicion took root in the 
ship, "We were informed that we 
had been attacked by two enemy 
aircraft.” said John, "but to this day 
i wonder if we were perhaps the 


: the 


nerican armour and troops 
Jf road , Picture tWM 


m the water just level with the 
t of the bridge, and then even¬ 
ed for cover, Dick Bedford 
tmsclf behind a metal casting 
K>t high and flattened himself: 
primed 15yds to take cover 
he ship's forward gun turret. 


non shells hit the bridge 
Tim Fetherston-Dtlke was 
ing; splinters passed 
jh into the Royal Marines 
leek; tracer bullets came 
three feet of the ship's 
sin, the Rev Raymond 
as he was broadcasting 
i over the fannoy tele- 


: aircraft passed down the ship, 
Stephens could see white and 
mes spurting from the wings: 
\i 1 saw, he was tumbling into a 
dive with bits spraying from 
hit the water just forward of 
, and the only recognisable pari 
tg, bobbing down our starboard 
as his starboard wheel and 
triage leg," 

ax the only time in Tim 
on-Oilke's Naval career that he 
to pick up his microphone and 
st to the fleet: "Splash one 


: were many narrow escapes 
on board the Jamaica - incfud- 
of a sailor who, finding himself 
te of fire, ducked behind cover, 
find that he’d dived behind a 
lodger (or screen), 
very one was as fortunate. Boy 
Ron Godsail, a member of the 
the multiple pom-pom credited 
t aircraft's destruction, was 
wounded. He wav transferred 


tospital ship USS C ompassion 
ic later died. Dick Bedford 


ic later died. Dick Bedford 
hat GodsalFs brother had been 
tin the ship two weeks later. 

> believed to be the first time in 
that a ship had shot down an 
Raymond Lowe remembers 
mica’s Commanding Officer, 
A. Balia nee. was astonished to 
ax a souvenir, the wheel of the 
Yak. ’Die tyre had been signed 
less a figure than General 
hu i. 


4MS Kenya expended over 750 rounds of 
ammunition in softenina uo’ the Inchon 


ammunition in softening up' the Inchon 
*ences. Picture supplied by George Punter 
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Royal Navy aircraft destroyed 30 vessels in three days of coastal sweeps 



f pJIRST of the Royal Navy’s aircraft carriers in action off Korea was the 18,000- 
i ton Colossus-ctass vessel HMS Triumph equipped with Seafires — 
JC navalised Spitfires - and Fireflies, fighter-bombers which had formed the 
mainstay of the British Pacific Fleet in the closing stages of World War II. 

Also forming part of the highlighted during a tour of the up on heing strafed, 

ship’s equipment was the Sea carrier while she was al her With the land campaign in crisis 

Otter, a biplane amphibian Japanese hasc of Sasebo The the British earner joined the naval 

which acted as the carrier s air- Americans were amazed at the blockade of the Korean west coasl 

sea rescue aircraft and mail ‘--rudeness of British air detection at the beginning of August, co¬ 
sed rescue direrdlt and mail radiir -They thought we were hid- operating with small vessels of the 

plane. David Gillard. a leading j n g something when taken to sec ROK forces to attack craft sailing 

air mechanic in triumph at the the old 281, "tie said. in inshore waters loo shallow foi 

time, recalls that in a gale the Though approaching obsolcs- destroyers and frigates, 
ship had to slow down » allow ccncc & Seafires and f ircfl.es The ()mt , , )nk ln the three- 
the ancient-looking utter to proved effective complements to year blockade had been 

catch up. the US Navy s Panther jets, forged with Triumph's 

The age of the helicopter was SkyTaiders and Corsairs in wide- Seafires and Fireflies prob- 

approaching - the US Navy was ranging attacks on airfields and the gm ©very inch of coast 

operating them from their earners infrastructure supporting the almost up to the 381 h paral- 

- yet the lumbering Sea Otter could advancing North Korean forces in and [ n t ru( j er aircraft 

still be an effective life-saver as one 1950. maintaining the pressure at 

downed American pilot was able to Triumphs Second Commission night, 
testify after being plucked from the hook tells of sweeps in which 

sea by the biplane oft the comma- almost anything that could have During the first three days of the 

nisi-held coast. been of use to the communists was operation British aircraft dcsirovetj 

Another sailor in Triumph. Alan attacked, and how North Korean almost 30 vcsscLs which until then 

Fvre, remembers the disparity in camouflage skills were appreciated had been reaching enemy line? 

US and British equipment being when the occasional haystack blew undetected. As well as that task, 


• HMS Theseus - her aircraft made more than 3,400 sorties 


strikes 


• 4 rocket fired by a Seafire scores a direct hit on an enemy vessel tying close inshore during a 
coastal sweep by HMS Triumph s aircraft In August. 1950 The wing of the Seafire from which the 
photograph was taken is in the right of the frame. Below, Seafires of 210 Naval Air Squadron from 
HMS Theseus overfly Canadian destroyer HMCS Nootka while returning from a raid , Pea**? twu 


up on being strafed. 

With the land campaign in crisis, 
the British carrier joined the naval 
blockade of the Korean west coast 
at the beginning of August, co¬ 
operating with small vessels of the 
ROK forces to attack craft sailing 
in inshore waters too shallow for 
destroyers and frigates. 

The final link In the three- 
year blockade bad been 
forged with Triumph's 
Seafires and Fireflies prob^ 
ing every inch of coast 
almost up to the 38th paral¬ 
lel, and Intruder aircraft 
maintaining the pressure at 
night. 

During the first three days of the 
operation British aircraft destroyed 
almost 30 vessels which until then 
had been reaching enemy lines 
undetected. As well as that task. 
Triumph spotted for cruisers tin 
bombardment missions and con¬ 
ducted aerial reconnaissance which 
proved invalCable in subsequent 
operations. 

There was close co-operation 
with the USN, though on at least 
one occasion there was potentially 
deadly confusion, A Seafire, scram¬ 
bled to investigate an unidentified 
aircraft, encountered an American 
bomber which look the fighter for 
a communist Yak - and prompth 
shot d down. Fortunately, the pilot 
was able to bale out and. though 
badly burned, was rescued and hos¬ 
pitalised in Tokyo. 

Alan Eyre remembers the inci¬ 
dent: "Rumour was our pilot said 
that he flew alongside and waggled 
his wings, but the Americans said 
that he approached their aircraft 
out of the sun. Afterwards, whether 
because of that incident or because 
of the Inchon landings, our planes 
were deeorated with black-and- 
white stripes as used for the D-Day 
landings in France/' 


As well as fulfilling their 
primary role, aircraft carriers 
were proving useful In other 
ways. HMS Unicorn doubled 
up as a troopship, taking 
some of the first British sol¬ 
diers to Korea. 


They embarked at Hong Kong 
and included the headquarters of 
27 Brigade. And in Portsmouth, 
Rex Bussey, who had just joined 
the carrier HMS Warrior, remem¬ 
bers her being converted to lake 
2,0tm troops; 

"She looked a bit of a rust buck¬ 
et. but she had a good turn of speed 
and a great crew. Her flight deck 
was a bit twisted, hut it was OK for 
deck hockey.” 

Soon after the Inchon landings. 
Triumph was relieved on station by 
HMS Theseus equipped with 
more up-to-date Sea Fury fighters 
as well as Fireflies, Her seven- 
month deployment covered the 
most harrowing period of the war, 
and her 3,446-sortie mission * 
which will be covered in more 
detail in Part 2 of this supplement - 
won for her the Fleet Air Arm s lop 
award, the Boyd TTophy. 


ARNO is both si Charitable Trust and a Membership Association for Serving and 
Retired Officers of the RN, RM, QARNNS, former YVRNS, and their Reserves 
The rharitabte Trust has assets exceeding £3 million, the investment income from which is used to 
make grants and bursaries to all officers and their dependants, including their widows or widowers, 
when they arc in need. 

The Membership Association, which has M.0G0 members the majority currently joining being 
serving officers, provides very substantial and diverse benefits both for serv ing and fetitvd officers for 
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(Roadside w ith Home Start and cover throughout Europe £40 per year) 

For further informal km: 

Either visit the ARNO web site ww w,?unJ6urf,conVarfK> or complete and return the following: 
(fax: 020 7402 5533, e - mail: amo eurusurf.com). 
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.. , but not without mishap . 
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• A Firefly prepares to take oft on a bombing raid - in this case 
from HMAS Sydney, Picture tow 


• HMS Unicom 


• Air assault on North Korea An attacking 
Firefly can be seen at top right Picture: iWM 


'THE NASTIEST LITTLE WAR THIS CENTURY' 



Ceylon brings first UK troops 


THE FIRST British troops arrive In Korea. They 
had been hastily embarked In the cruiser HMS 
Ceylon at Singapore and on August 29 were 
hmded by her at Pusan. 

It was a ceremonial entry which must have 
bemused the beleaguered Americans who were 
there to see It The soldiers were from 1st 
Battalion Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders, and 
their standard flew from Ceylon's peak while 


their pipers played standing on Y turret. 
Meanwhile, on the jetty, a Korean band, a US 
band and a children's choir took turns to per¬ 
form. The show went on during the four hours 
It took to disembark the troops and their stores. 

Having delivered her human cargo, Ceylon's 
west coast patrol began a week before the 
Inchon landings, for which she protected the 
approaches. p&imv aipKf by n, k j. mu 


m 
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blockade, and which, with the 
USN fulfil ting a similar role on 
the eastern side, would form one 
of the Royal Navy's main contri¬ 
butions throughout. 

Eventually, this British force 
would include the air strength of 
up to two carriers in rotation. The 
first was HMS Triumph which, 
with 12 Seaftrcs and nine 
Fireflies, launched her first 'hot 
war’ attack for five years. The tar¬ 
get: Kaishu airfield 120 miles dis¬ 
tant. The raid left it obscured by 
black smoke. 

Thtxsc were among the first of 
over a million sorties fh>wn by UN 
aircraft over the nest three years - 
amounting to an average of 
almost I,Qfr) a day, 300 of I hem by 
carrier-based aircraft, and most in 
support of ground troops. 

Although the war on land 
would be subject to a deadly see¬ 
saw of vietoty and defeat, from 
the very outset ihe US and 
Commonwealth forces estab¬ 
lished air superiority and total 
command of the seas, allowing 
their aircraft carriers and other 
vessels to operate relatively dose 
inshore along Korea's craggy, 
island-strewn coast, and often 
within range of enemy shore bat¬ 
teries. 

Not truly was this dominance 
decisive in maintaining seaborne 
air support and ~ where possible - 
big-gun cover for UN land forces, 
but it made reinforcement and 
supply of the Korean peninsula a 
vitally uninterrupted operation. 
As precarious as their position 
was at times, it is unlikely that the 
UN troops would have been able 
to hold on in Korea under the 
additional strain of uncertain 
resupply. 

In July and August of that year, 
the position of the UN's land 
forces, mainly US and ROK, was 
at crisis point. The first US com¬ 
bat troops - the 24th Division - 


arrived in Korea on July I, They 
were soon in action, but with the 
surviving units of the ROK army 
were steadily pushed back by the 
more determined North Koreans, 
who even managed to captured 
the US divisional commander, 
Mai pr-GcneraJ William Dean, 

Two more divisions from Japan 
uuiekty reinforced the 24th, but all 
three were forced to continue 
their retreat southwards through¬ 
out July. 

On July 13* US force in Korea, 
soon to be bolstered by fresh 
Divisions and contributions from 


The Fleet units 
under your 
command ... have 
added another 
glorious page to 
the long and 
brilliant history of 
the navies of the 
British 

Commonwealth ’ 

- Gen Douglas MacArlhuf 


the Commonwealth and other 
nations, were formed into Bighth 
Army under the command of 
General Walton Walker. 

Bv Ihe end of the month 
Wdfcer had established a position 
he felt he could defend the 
Pusan perimeter comprising the 
soudi-casl corner of the peninsula 
including the south-coast port of 
Pusan, The perimeter itself was 
130 miles long and was anchored 
on favourably defensive terrain, 
principally the Naktong river. 

Throughout August the North 
Koreans made heavy attacks in an 


effort to break through. Bui 
Walker had been further rein¬ 
forced and, in fact, his forces now 
outnumbered the North Koreans 
facing him - although at the time 
the poor Allied intelligence which 
was a characteristic of the war had 
not divined the fact. 

The stiffening resolve of the 
perimeter's defenders, and con¬ 
tinual air attacks on the over¬ 
stretched, spent enemy stabilised 
the situation into stalemate. 

Among the reinforcements to 
arrive in Korea in July were the 
300 officers and men of the hasti¬ 
ly formed 41 Independent 
Commando Royal Marines, its 
members being coastal raiding 
specialists under Lt Col Douglas 
Prysdale RM who had led a 
Commando against the Japanese 
five years before. 

Clothed and equipped by the 
Americans - though retaining 
their green berets - they spent the 
early autumn conducting sabotage 
raids on the coast of North Korea, 
being landed by US and Royal 
Navy vessels to Tilow up railways. 
Throughout these operations they 
lost only two men killed. 

Deadlock on the Pusan perime¬ 
ter, and the demoralised state of 
US forces there, persuaded 
Mac Arthur that a new, oold initia¬ 
tive was necessary to release the 
Communist stranglehold. He 
would mount an amphibious 
operation on the west coast, as 
curse to Seoul and the 3ftth paral¬ 
lel as possible, thus turning the 
North Korean flank and winning 
the war at a stroke. 

It was indeed a bold plan - 
some believed foolhardy -- 
because the US forces were ill- 
prepared for what looked likely to 
be an oppwicd landing* one of the 
most difficult military operations 
as was well appreciated by those 
military minds who had relatively 
fresh experience of Salerno, 
An/io. the Pacific islands cam¬ 
paign. And, of course, Normandy 
which took years of planning. 

Mac Arthur wanted the land¬ 
ings that autumn, at the port of 
Inchon The location, in itself, 
presented difficulties. Strength of 
resistance would be uncertain, 
and all Mac Arthur could send 
ashore would be two Divisions - 
1st Marines and 7th, forming the 
new X Corps under Li Gen 
Edward Almond. 

In addition, the landing area 
was overlooked bv steep hills, and 
X Corps would nave to take an 
offshore island which commanded 
the approaches to Inchon a full 11 
hours before the main assault, 
unavoidably giving the enemy 
prior notice of intentions. 

There were fierce currents in 
the approach channel, and 
Inchon s 32ft tidal range meant 
that there were only three dates 
that autumn when tftc tide would 
he high enough to give the big 
landing craft just three hours 
ashore. And the landing had to 


take place barely two hours before 
darkness impeded further 
advance, ITie landing force would 
number 70,000. The population of 
I nchon was 250,000. 

In an attempt to keep the com¬ 
munists guessing, diversionary 
raids were ordered on more likely 
landing sites on the east coast. 
Joining US Special Forces m that 
venture on September 12-13 were 
14 men of 41 Qk> who, under Lf 
E. G, D, Pounds, were dubbed 
■poundforce\ Two days later, on 
September 15, they landed with 
the Americans at Inchon 

The British cruisers HM ships 
Jamaica, Ceylon and Kenya 
formed part of the bombardment 
force for the landings, white 
Triumph provided spotter aircraft 
for their guns. The Royal Navy's 
destroyers and frigates carried 
close and outer screening duties. 

The success of the British bom¬ 
bardment - which destroyed sev¬ 
eral enemy guns ashore - was 
recognised by a typically robust 
signal from Mac Arthur to 
Admiral Andrewes: ’ My heartiest 
congratulations on the splendid 
conduct of the Fleet units under 
your command. They have added 
another glorious page to the long 
and brilliant history of the navies 
of the British Commonwealth" 

For all its scratch planning and 
uncertainties, the landing at 


Inchon was a remarkable success, 
principally because the area, as it 
turned out, had not been held in 
any strength. 

The two US regiments that 
spearheaded landings lost only 20 
killed and IftO wounded. The 
gamble had come off, and Inchon 
proved to be a MacArthur master¬ 
stroke. It was to be his last. 

Seoul quickly was recap¬ 
tured - It changed hands a 
devastating four times dur¬ 
ing the war - and the out¬ 
flanked North Korean army, 
overstretched and weak¬ 
ened by its prodigious 
advances of the summer, 
and the fighting around 
Pusan, was sent into head¬ 
long retreat back across 
the 38th parallel. 

There the war amid have rest¬ 
ed, and the USA and her allies 
amid have argued that the UN 
resolution of the previous June 
had been fulfilled. But that would 
have been reckoning without 
MacArthur. the hero of the hour, 
and other hawk* in the US mili¬ 
tary and body politic. 

After all the North Korean 
army, though defeated, had not 
yet been destroyed, and now 
MacArthur, on his own initiative, 
told them to lay down their arms - 
or else. ITiat they would not do, 


and MacArthur knew it. He pre¬ 
sented Washington with a fait 
accompli and went in ho! pursuit 
of Kim 11 Sung's crushed but defi¬ 
ant army across the 38th parallel. 

That set the alarm bells ringing 
in Peking, which was already 
incensed by the deployment at the 
end of June of the lift Seventh 
Fleet to protect Owing-Kai-Shek's 
Nationalist island stronghold of 
Formosa (now Taiwan) against 
possible Chinese attack there. 

Washington had throughout 
the crisis believed that the 
Chinese were acting in concert 
with the North Koreans, although 
50 years on, several historians 
have cast doubt on whether that 
was so before MacArthur entered 
the North, 

In any event, Peking used its 
diplomatic links in India to warn 
America that it would not counte¬ 
nance US troops in North Korea 
and on the Yalu river which 
formed the border between North 
Korea and China, 

Ignoring the signals, the UN 
command continued to pursue its 
broken enemy, taking tne North 
Korean capital of Pyongyang on 
September 19 and pressing on 
towards the Yalu - a movement 
that would prove to be one of the 
greatest miscalculations of the 
war. 

• To be continued in Part 2 



• HMS Bet fast's Bin guns speak out at Inchon, 
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residential & nursing home 

A finey newly modernised home near Chatham for former 
Sailors y Royal Marines, their wives and widows 


Pembroke House offers the highest 
standards of care, first class 
accommodation, an extensive programme 
of activities and a very friendly atmosphere 
- all at a relatively modest cost. 

For further information please contact 
the General Manager, Pembroke House. 

The RNBT also gives financial grants to 
serving and ex-serving RN ratings, RM 
other ranks and their dependants (the 
'RNBT Family’) to help them in a wide 
variety of circumstances. For advice and 
assistance please contact the Grants 
Secretary at RNBT Headquarters. 


PEMBROKE HOUSE 


Genera! Manager, Pembroke House, 

11 Oxford Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4BS 

Tel: 01634 852431 

RNBT HEADQUARTERS 

The Royal Naval Benevolent irust, castaway Mouse, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 8PE. 

Tel: 023 9266 0296 
email: rnbt@rnbt.org.uk 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

SUPPORTING THE RNBT FAMILY' 

















